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of the Female Sex, n 
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Batchellorsand Husbands, | | 
Beauty and Courrſhip, 
Plays and Muſick, 


Love and Gallantry, 
Marriage and ſingle Life, 
Dreſs and Behaviour, 


With many. other curious Subjects 
relating to Toung Women not enter d into 
the State of MATRIMONY- 5 
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T, Morphew n near 
Stationers- Hall, and A. Dodd With- | 


out 3 Tb ze, a 


Contracted by Reading the News 
in their Shops, and perhaps now 
and then Buying a Book of 
them; but he, that is ſo unfor- 
tunate, as to have Buſineſs with 
them about Tranſlating, Print - 
ing, or Publiſhing any Thing to 
the World, has a Miſerable Time 
of it, and ought to. be endewed 
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with the Patienceof 7b. 


Some Days after I had par- 
ted with this Copy, my Book - 
ſeller asked me when I Would 
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The PREFACE. © 
go about the Preface; the 
Preface! Said I, what do you 
mean? Mean! Says he, I mean 
the Preface, the Preface to the 
Reader. I told him, that what 
he had Bought was all I had to 
fay to the Reader, as for my 
Part; and if he had any Thing 
to add for himſelf, he was at Li- 
berty to do as he thought fit. 1 
leave it to any Impartial Judge, 
if this was not Fair between Man 
and Man: Let the Bookſeller, 
far from being ſatisfied with ſo 
| Reaſonable an Anſwer, ſeemed 
to be very angry, and ſtrenu- 
ouſly inſiſted upon a Preface, 
telling me over and over, that 
he never heard of an Author that 
denied a Preface before, that it 
wasa Folly todiſpute it, that he 
could not Sell the Book without, 
and that in ſhort a Preface he 
muſt have; Having no Mind to 
be huff d, and bubbled out of my 
> I r | a- 
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Labour into the Bargain; l grew 
angry in my Turn, and told him 
plainly, he ſhould have none of 
me; the Book was his own, if he 
would not Sell it, he might oP 
Ovens with it if he pleated; 
laſt, ſeeing me thus relle 
and knowing, that there was no 
A@ of Parliament 'that obljged 
People to make Prefaces in ſpight 
of chair Teeth, he put on a more 
obliging Countenance, and came 
to Perſwaſions, which having 
more Influence upon me than 
his rougher. Language, I began 
to be. more tractable, we went 
to the Tavern, where talking ot 
Prefaces, I grew very good 
mour d, and that Prefacing 1 
not be wanting, inſtead of One, 
I promiſe him Two: The next 
Day conſidering what a Ridicu- 
lous Promiſe had made, ang yet 
willing to be as good as my Word, 
I thougl t on this Expedient of 
8 A 4 let- 
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BUDS wen 
as to put down Fa, Bal. 
He 


play the Buffoon 
withbut Wit or Sence, in the 
very 5 of a Book; 
thus People Judge, when they 
are ignorant 91 fa Man's Aim. * Þ 
have a mortal Antipathy — 
to ac- 
quaint my Reader with, which 
1 ſuppoſed, Tl juſtifie to any 
ritick 8 Face, that I have ſaid 
nothing but what is very much 
to the ee t is, to my 
purp 5 I conceive, 
thay Way a ian gan ſhew 
he nen of his Mind to an 


Int re is 17 heing Torr: | 
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inept, in the enen 5 - but 
| ſhould you 


in, . becauſe Ian 


L never ſaw any, thoſe of 


D. ſimulation. 
Docs ever Peaple tell yon in their 
Nh Prefaces, that they write: for 
Profit, or for Glory? And yet it 
is moſt e that they do it 
either for the one or the other, 
but inſtead t, with abun- 
dance of Impudęnce, they Il pro- 
teſt that they haye no other Aim 
than the Readers Good, which 
commonly is an Abgminahle Lie. 
One would make you believe 
85 he is mare Learned and 
nowing than in his on Con- 
ce he knows himſelf to be; 
| pointsat ſome of pee 
Things in the Bock, and confeſ- 
ſes Croton are Lage hy in 


anob 


Tbe p R 2 4 2 of. 
thoſe T hings which he knowsto 
be really ſuch. ' I Was once with 
an Abktior, that was about tlie 
ſame Buſineſs as I am' now; the 
had' occaſion for Three or our 
Latin Words, but not being ve- 
ry well acquainted with one of 
them, he ran to his Dictionary 
to ſee what Gender it was of; Þ 
don't blame him for taking the. 
Benefit of another Man's La- 
bour; but don't you think he 
would have been Hang'd before 
he'd have put this in his Pre- 
face; therefore believe me; good 
Reader, no Man of Integrity 
can love a Sort of Writing, in 
which hitherto People have not 
thought fit to ſpeak the real Sen- 
timents of their Hearts; if I had 
been let alone, this would have 
been the firſt; and Fll tell ye 
how : Since theſe Dialogues have 
been made, I found a great ma- 
ny Faults.in the Contrivance, the 

Lan- 
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Language, and a great many o- 

ther Things, which I deſign'd to 
have made a Catalogue of, and 
ſnew d you in the Front, with 
the ſame Candour as the Printer 
3 own'd his in the Rear. Hut, 
ys the Earthly- minded Book- 
Aer, what d' you mean? Have 
you a Mind to Damn the Book? 
What Mortal that ſees ſo ma- 
ny Miſtakes before, and ſo ma- 
ny Errata behind, will be ſuch 
a Fool as to give Money for the 
Middle, that contains em? So 
you ſee, gentle Reader, m 
Hands are tied. The next © I 
deſign'd, was to take away 
whatever might create Miſun. 
derſtandings between you and 
me; for tho I would have been 
very glad to ſhew you my Faults, 
yet T am as unwilling that you 
ſhould take thoſe Things to be 
Faults, which in Reality are 
not: But now I have tall d a- 
way 


Th BAREBACK. ba 


way: my Time, to de it as I 
ſhould: do. However, the Pre. 
face not being long enough yet; 
as: L. fancy, ta pleaſe the Bock. 
eller, give me. leave to furniſh 
you with a fem Cautions, which 
Fit perform: as conciſely as is 
e GIL OW 5 150 v7 1140. 
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When in the Eirſt Dialogue you 
_ _meetawith any Thing harſh, and 
perhaps uery j dilaprecable tg the 
Ladies, ſuſperid your Judgment 
till you come to = Second; for 
there-you'iFfind; that what Lu- 
teinda has ſaid to her Niege before, 
was only a Sophiſtigal Way of 
Arguing, to put a Noung Beau- 
tiful Lady aut of Concelt with 
herſelf, in hopes to make her 
neglectful of her Charms. Some 

People open 4 Book anywhere, 
and having read a Fg Lanes, 
throw it by; therefore, if you 


Won ſtumble! upon the wicked 


B &1 ONT een 3G 
wißt er Deen, 1 would 
95 you e 


o go on a litt eine 
= to ſee 55 his Notions 
are deteſted both by; the Aunt 
and the,! Liece. bettina 


My Deſign dis uf el the w we 
is to let young Ladies know 
whatever is dreadful in Marri- 
age, and this could not be done, 
but by introducing one that was 
an Enemy to it. Therefore, tho 
Matrimony, don't think that 
1 do ſo too. 

fb 
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E wb 6d be talk Ft it 
but fn mind, how Es ifonia 


ſays to the Matter, . then 
examine Lucinda's Character. 


Erga/mus in his . eee treats 
of more Abſtruſe Matters, than 
I doin any Part of the Dialogues ; 
and yet the Perſons in all Pro- 


Sabily are leſs Accompliſh'd . 
than 
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than mine; for one is a Butch- 
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and the other a Fiſhmon- I 
AK e 5 {14 
By leaving the Story of Len- 
aora unfiniſhed, you may expect 
I intend to go on. | 
ab- 1 
N. B. The laſt Sheet being wrougbt 
. off, the Errata could not be ſet at 
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ulfome Sight it l 5 
ſo bare: I cant abide f 
int up and down; it makes 


1 Antonia. 


Niece, take my Handk 


* 


FR 
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Antonia. Tin't clean, Aunt; beſides, *tis fo 
hot I carm't endure any Thing about my Neck; 
I Fate to be ſifted up ſo. n 
Lo. Harker, Antonia, thoſe” little Pretences 

won't paſs upon your Aunt; tin't the Heat of the 
Weather, tis the Heat of your Blood, your 
Wantonneſs, and Laſcivious Thougbts, tis 
they, that ate the Cauſe of all your im- 
moderate Behaviour. Do I Sever go ſo? 

r do ye think I hau't Bteaſts as well as 

> — f 4 CL 


you | | 

a When I -am as Old as yon; Aupt, per- 
haps Ill do as you do: Tho? you are pleaſed to 
find fauſt-with-my Behaviour, 1 don't Rnoù that 
ever | was guilty of any Immodeſty in my Life: 
don't invent the Faſhions; but indeed I dog't 
love to be pointed at for affecting Siogularity. 

I c ſelf as I ſee other young Gentle women 
od ad tays are not cut lower than other Peo- 

es. . 
* Don't make ſo many Excuſes, Dear 
Child ; what fignifiesthe Faſhion ? Whar fienific 
yotir Stays? Yefterday cwas as hot again as it is 
now, then all the while we were in the Garden, 
rather than to_ have your. Whize,Skin- Tann 
you could endure your Handkerchief, and Four 
Mask, both; then you was cloſe muffled up, 
nl : did not hear you once complain of being 

INcd. 4 1 MES 
Ant. As long as I uſe no Art to make m7 


Skin White, I hope tis no Sin, Aunt, to keep it 


from being Sun bunt. 
Luc. Yes; and for what Reaſon do you keep 
it white? To raiſe up finful Thoughts in others; 
If your Breaſts were Yellow or *Freckled, you 


| know, they would not be ſo inviting'to my el- 


lown but I declate jr, was I a Man Id ſpit gt 
them. eee ee ee 

Ant. Then if you was a Man, Aunt, you 
would not be counted a very Civil one, 
Luc. Oh! How I ſhould loath the Creatures 
that ſhould ſhew ſuch monſtrous Impudence !. 
Lou talk of Drefling your ſelf, this is Undref- 
ſing; you are half naked: As for your Stays, if 
it be the Faſhion to have em cut ſo, you mi br 
find out ſomething elſe to cover your Body; hut 
you are ſo far from ſtriving to hide ir, "that the 
very Shift is put by, for fear it ſhould hinder the 
Eye: bcann't call it taking up your Smock, bat 
it is pulling it off, which is worſe; ſuppoſe your 
Stays were cut as low as your Navel,” pray 
would ye ſhew it? Nay, it does not want above 
Tbree or Four Inches of it now. Women, in 
ſtrictneſs, (ſhould never appear in Publick but 
Veil'd; at leaſt Young Women ſhould never ſhew 
their Faces to any Men, but their neareſt Relati- 


Ant. Indeed, Aunt, when tis the Faſhion to 
be veil'd I won't ſtick out, but I ſhall bardly 
begin firſt. nee 26. 1290 
Luc. I don't bid yon be veild, Mrs. Perf, 
but there is abundance” of difference berween 
veiling, and going bare-aſs d. Faſhions and Cu- 
Roms, 1 know. have alter'd with the Times, 
ſometimes People bave wore long Cloaths, fome- 
times ſhort ones; but I never heard, or ever read, 
of an age betore this, if the':People were any 
ways Civilzed, but they had Tome” Garment or 
other (Whatever they did to their Legs and. 
Arms,) to cover the main Body, the Trunk it- 
Elf; nom-a days, the very Virgins, that ſhould 
be the Temples of * go with their = 
| | 1 OS. | 
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die . and not omiy fo, bot the Obſcene 
art of their 


Ant, I . knew, that - one's: Neck was an 
obſcene Part. 

Luc. What you call your Neck is ; here Joe 
Neck ends at the Collar-bone, this is your Cheſt, 
your, Boſom, this is the Pit of your Stomach, 
theſe are your Breaſts; you make a ſtrange long 
Neck of it; and are like the Sign-painters, who 
only. call it a Head, tho they Paint a Man or 
4 Woran as far as the Waſte; you may as well 
calls your Chin as your Neck. 

e e let it be call'd Boſom, or what 

e why is it obſcene?? 

* Fares I. wonder you ſhould ask that 
ag lan; can any Thing be more obſcene than 
he very Marks of your Body, by which ye are 

wen,;to. be a Woman: All Vertuous People 
0 obſcene in either Man or Woman to 
w any; Thing naked that may tempt the on_ | 

to "Wickedneſs- bur it is much more ſo, to 

1 thoſe Peine by N the. Sexes are di. 


f that be 3 . a wan futy Beard 
x yery,obſcene Sight, for there the Men 
differ, from our Sex wih a witneſs; and yet T 
d e could ſee a Beard of a man 3: half 
nj any manaet of Temptationn?s- 
. Now yowthink you bave ſaid a mighty 
The, warrant ye 
„Anf, lodeed, Aunt; 1 wonder a Cuil Go- 
vernment: ſhould ſuffer People to draw Moſes 
and. Aaron, and all the Patriatchs, witli ſo much 
eenity about em. In the Picture of rab) 
Offering, that hangs o'the top of our Stafr- 
als, the; Old Gendlerait bas Hair enough er 
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is 5 i 
Beard to make him a good handſome -Perriwig, 
which, if he had lived in this Age, no dobbe, 


but Everybody would have adviſed hun tog be. 


cauſe be is ſo very Balde. 11 
Luc. How fain now would you ee upon 
Beards, and ridicule; what I faid about the Dll 
ſtinckion of Sexes, but you only, ſhew your Id: 
norance. I deny chat Beards diftinguTh the Sex 
Beards are Hair, and for. the generality, 
when they arrive to their full Strength, are mot 
or leſs hairy all over; their Face, Arms, Legs; 
Breaſt, no place is free; and „ wictiy lp ſpeaking; 
Men differ from Women in every Thing; then 
Skin is not ſo plump as ours, nor the Grain of 
it fine; their Muſcles and Sinews are more 
Brawny and Conſpicuous than ours; we differ 
in the very Make of our Bodies; Men are broad- 
er in the Shoulders, than the Hips, with us it is 
quite contrary, but by theſe Things our Sexes are 
not diſtinguiſhed. I have known a” Womari 
that had Hair between her Breafts, and ſotne 
have ſo much about their Face, that they are 
forced to clip it every Week; nay, there are 
Women, that are conſtantly ſhaved as well 48 
Men; therefore there can be no Obſcenity n 
which is no diſtinguiſhing Character. 
Ant. Indeed, Aunt, you need not have tal 
half the Pains to convince me, that Beards ate 
Obſcene, I never thought em ſo, what I ſaid was 
only in Jeſt, for 1 believeſity ee arectartn'd 
with them. " atk 1 
Luc. Not ſo neither, Child, this is another 
. but as I have ſhew'd you the — 
your Compariſon of the Mens. "Beards with 
33 plicity, 


rr W e ener your Siny- 
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icity, in thinking that there are no Allurements 
Beards, for without queſtion they are defign'd 
as great Ornaments ro Men; but as nothing looks 
ſome as is not in the Mode, fo Beards being 
not in Faſhion, you ſee Nobody wear em, but 
here and there a poor old Creature, or fome naſty 
flovenly Fellow or other, that would never be very 
tempting, Beard, or no Beard; and this is the 
Reaſon why Women diſlike long Beards: Gen- 
tlemen now-a-days keep *em cloſe Shaved, fo 
that there is no knowing a handſome Beard from 
another; but when it was the Faſhion to let em 
grow, no doubt but the Women of thoſe Ages 
ferr'd a thick, ftrong, brown, curl'd, bulhy 
rd, to a thin, lank, ſtraggling one, that had 
all the Colours of the Rainbow in it: But be- 
fides, Beards are Graceful, even as they wear em 
now; for tho? they are cut never ſo cloſe, there 
are Signs enough remaining, by which they may 
be. diſcovered; and conſult but your own 
Thoughts, which do you eſteem to. be the hand- 
fomeſt Chin? That on which the Marks of a 
ſtrong manly Beard appears, or that of a milk. 
chopp'd Fellow, that has not a Hair about 
his Face, and looks like a Gitl in Man's 


Cloaths ? 22 ain b 
Ant. Truly, Aunt, I never ſtare fo much in 
Mens Faces to mind the difference. «6% 
Luc. The leſs the better, aſſure your ſelf; 
but leaving the Beards to their Ownets, 

I hope you are ſatisfied after what I have ſaid, 
that it is not modeſt for Women to ſhew their 
naked Breaſts to all the World. att ogg 
Ant. I confeſs, Aunt, I am not of your Opi- 
dion, but think that nothing is immodeſt in Dreſ- 
ing, but when People ſhew thoſe Parts, wow 


f 
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the Cuſtom of the Country bids em hide: itn 
ſome Countries Womens Petticoats reach but a 
little lower than their Knees; yer if here a Wo- 
man, walking along the Street, ſhovld pluck up 
her Coats half Way the Calf of her Leg, Every- 
_— would call — immodeſt; and ennie if 
y Parts be Obſcene, they "muſt be ſuch as 
— 1 hid, and not thoſe that are uſed o 
be bare. 

Luc. O firange! O ſtrange! What Age db we. 
live in? What Nations are theſe ? Thats no Part 
js Obſcene, when 'tis the Faſhion to ſhew it. 
Suppoſe once it ſhould be the Faſhion for Wo- 
men to be covered all over, except from the Na- 
val to half way their Thighs, which would be 
the Obſcene Parts, thoſe that were covered, ot 
thoſe that were in view? | 

Ant. I don't believe there ever will bis ſuch 2 
naſty Faſhion, and therefore I need not trouble 
my Head about that Suppoſition. 

Luc. Dear Antonia, what a wild Creature vou 
are grown, it grieves me to the very Soul to 
think, how much you are alter'd for: the worſe, 
within rheſe Three or Four Years, that ye wrote . 
Woman. 1 have given you a vertuous Education; 
my Conſcience is diſcharged ;.-I can do no more: 
When you was between Fourteen and Fifteen, 1 
thought, I ſhould have had ſome Comfort of 
you bot now J ſee tbat all my Hopes are 
blaſted ; Oh! Then your Cheeks were not Rained _ 
with thoſe guilty Blaſhes : How meek was then 
your Look? How modeſt your Eyes? Which 
now rowt like Fire-Balls, and ſhoot, as if ey. 
were 7 to 1 out 45 your Head. Wh 
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Ant. I am frey; Aunt, that you ſhould like 
my Looks worſe. now I am in Health, than 
when 1 was eat up with the Green Sickneſs, and 
my Eyes had no more Livelinels in them, than 
the Eyes of a dead Whiting, | 

Luc. Do nor talk to me; every Thing about 
you ſmells ſo ſtrong of the Harlot, I cann t abide 
You what have you ddne to your Hair? What 
makes it ſo bright, and ſo ſhining ? | 

At. I don't know; I have done nothing to it; 
1 ban't put ſo much as a little Powder in 


It. | 

Luc. If it was Red, or Yellow, you would 
have put enough in it; what an odious Way 
have you of Dreſſing your Head; all that Hair 
there methinks looks moſt abominably; pri- 
thee Niece cut off your Head of Hair, and Flt 
give you Five Guineas. | ? 

Ant. Thank you, Aunt, I might have above 
Ten for it, if I would ſell it; but I am not cove- 
tous; neither do I think it looks Handſome for a 
Gentlewoman to cut off her Hair, for the Lucre 
of Money; I would do it with all my Heart to 
pleaſe you, if you would ſtop there; but you are 
pleaſed to find ſo much fault with my Looks in 
general, I'm afraid, ſhould I cut off my Hair to 
Day, to Morrow you'd ask me, to put out one of 
my Eyes, and 1 ſhould not willingly loſe 
either of them, becauſe they ate Fellows. 4 

Lc. If you knew, Antonia, how little your 
Jelting: and Joking becomes ye; When 1 would 
give ye Good and Wholeſome Advice, you would - 
not be ſo fond of it. It is, as you ſay, not only 
| your Hair, that diſplegſes.me, but your Forehead, 
| your Eyes, your Lips, your Mein, and Dreſs, 
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they are all equally offenſtve to 4 Chaſte and 
Vertuous Eye: But above all, that large Trat 
of Clear, Tranſparent Skin, Which you are 
only pleas d to call your Neck, though it reaches 
above half Way your Bode. 
Ant. You ſay, Aunt, that ſhewing our Boſom 
is indecent, becauſe of our Breaſts, by Which 
we are known to be Women; if the Miſchief 
lyes here, I wonder you never fpoke to our 
” (ating ſhews Three Times as much Breaſt 
as 1. 10 Ah: 5 rg 
Lr. What, - Betty! Poor Greaſie Wench; 
that with a huge Pair of Dpgs ſtands ſweating 
and broiling over the Fire! She would hide them 
if ſhe could; you ſee her Bodice are cramm'd that 
they are ready to burft. What ſhould ſhe do, 
pray? If you would not have her leave the re- 
mainder open, ſhe muſt be choaked : She does 
not do it out of Pride, becauſe ſhe thinks it looks |, 
2 : — * — 2 3 —— 

ay, in ſeeing thoſe Tawny Bags lye quaki | 
. — Mae Tab af Size, x Dad — 
penn'd up ſa cloſe, that ſhe can hardly ſqueeze 
the Key of the :Pantrey between them. You 
have made a bine Compariſon: What you do 
is with a Wicked Deſign; you fhew your Breaſts; 
becauſe you think them attractive and enſnaring: 
They cann't he calłd fimall indeed, but then they 
are nothing to your High and Broad Cheſt. See 
tow: filthily and boldly they ſtand pouting out, 
and bid defiance to your Stays; one would not 
think that any Thing made of Fleſh could be ſo 
hard and ugly, as they are: Nay, you are all ef 
2 Piece; do but mind once; with ho much Im- 
modeſty that Orange, and them Leaves) are tuck” 
at Top of your Sts it hen att 
VR , ; ; Ant. Ha, 


"0 10 ) 
Ant. Ha, ha, ha! | | 
Lc. Do you laugh, Hu ſſy fot You have more 

Reaſon to cry, to ſee . made an Inſtru- 

ment of the Devil to ruin Souls withal. ; + 
Ant. Indeed, Aunr, I could not forbear laugh- 

ing; when I heard you ralk of the Immodeſty 2 

the Orange. 

Luc. What, do you wonder at chat? Dont ye 

think a Bawd is immodeſt? | 

Ant. I ſuppoſe ſo; though I never was ac- 
quainted with any, as I know of. 

Lac. Would you not think her to be a Bawd, 
that ſhould turn up a Handſome Young Crea- 
ture, and ſhew all what ſhe had to all Comers 
and Goers ? | 

Ant. Such a one would be a Jade indeed; but 
whar relation has this to the Orange? \ $516 
Luc. Perhaps you think ic much worſe to he 
the Under - part, than the Upper- part of a 
Woman, but that's a Grand Miſtake; that Fart, 
which is the moſt handſomeſt, and conſequently” 
the moſt tempting to Sin, is without doubt the 
moft Abominable Shew. Now which do you 
think the moſt Agreeable Part of a Woman? 
Without Diſpate the Upper. part, which you 
ſhew: Women are only Handſome as far as now 
they go naked; ; and that makes me of your 
Opinion, that it will never be the Faſhion. to 
ſhew the Lower-parts, for there Women are Ugly, 
Ilk-ſhaped, Nay Creatures, or elſe they would 
have brought up the Faſhion of ſnew ing them 
long ago. Don t think 'tis let alone out of Mo · 
deſty: No, they ate only afraid Men will deſpiſe: 
and hate them for it. Do you not think in your 
own Conſcience, that if the Under parts of Wo. 
men wete ſet in as full ne as now — Upper, 


| ew Din) » (n) YEP LC ain 5 at | 
they would in a ſhort Time become very loath= 
ſome to the Spectators? I remetnber what juſt 
now you ridiculed the Pictures of the Old 
Parriarchs for; and pray . what do think of 
this? 1 
Ant. I do not underſtand what you mean, nei- 
ther do J defire to know any Thing of it: I can 
only tell ye, that I never thought all this de- 
pended upon a Poor Orange; I promiſe ye, that 
to Morrow l'll put in a Lemon. as 
Luc. Then you'll mend the Matter much 
Oranges, Lemons, jeſſemin, and all manner o 
Noſegays, or Breaſt-knots, have the ſame Effed, 
and are put there for the ſame Purpoſe. 
Ant. I always thought ſo too, and cann't ima- 
Nute ſince you are ſuch an.Implacable Enemy to 
akedneſs, you ſhould not approve of Breaſt- 
knots and Noſe-gays; for I am ſure one's Stays 
_ very bare without ſomething, or other upon 
Luc. Would you have me believe, they are 
there to hide any Thing, or to ſmell to?: Poor 
Girl! They are not placed there on ſo fooliſh an 
Errand; your Aunt knows better; their Buſineſs 
there is to gather the Rays of the Eye, on that 
White Vale there betwixt your Breaſts, and fix 
it on your Boſom, and as a Spot in a White Cloth 
draws the Sight to it whether we will or no; 
ſo that Orange is ſet there to engage the Standers- 
by, and for fear it might be over. look d, points at 
the Shew, with which you are ſo generouſly 
pleas d, at the Expence of your Modeſty, to 
treat the Publick. And you that love to be Wit- 
ty, Antonia, ſhall 1 tell you in a Word how it 
looks in . rr, 
r. What you pleaſe, Aunt, 
. N Luc. For 


* * 
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Luc. Fox all the 15 56 to an Ad- 
benden of what you would diſpoſe of. 

_ Ant, All this cann't put me out of Humour — 
. Luc. What are you muttering between your 
Teeth ? You uſed to be ſo quick at Repartee, A. 


i od „ do you like my Simile? Have gal- 
ye 
Fat No, Aunt, 1 at tas For. it be as 
you ſay, *tis to be hop' ong without 
a Chapman; and depend upon 1. Af F can meet 
Cur a good one to my Mind, III part with the 
rgoe. 
Lac Ir's eaſie to be ſen, . you are weary of 
but you talk of a good one; I believe an in- 
deren one would ſerve your Turn. 
Ant. I can't help your Cenſures, Aunt; but 
I am not ſo weary of it, as you imagine: It ſhall 
never go but on very good Terms. 
Luc. Perhaps you don't know, Antonia, chat 
it is a Notion among Merchants, that when 
Goods have been much expos d and blown. upon, 
and the Owners ſeem very deſitous to be rid of 
To Wu able, Vapor ka » Þ a with 
m, unleſs t n get them for a Song. 
Axt. For a Song. Tm The beſt. he that 
a Head ſhall never boaſt of F r 1 a 
me, as ro the Knot is tied, , _ 
What, Niece, do you. leave the 
phor 4 [ thought, 124 was your Beloved Way 
king. Airy Ladies ſhould not expreſs them; - 
ſelves, as ths Valear do. I am afraid, you can g 


| with it 7 Ong "= 
to, be 8 for 40 
Ladies Ades as Fr my ſelf, I love to make 
my Words according to the Common Aer 
rant, and 1 ugh gave n Keen fn fe 
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Imputation, more than the'Wantonneſs and Im- 
modeſty, you ate pleas d to charge me with: Not, 
Aunt, but I could Lifwer ye in your own Duett, 
if I had a Mind to make ye angry. 
Luc. Make me angry! I dare ay you don't 
fear that: Or, was it only an Excuſe, to ſtudy the 
whilft ? Pray, Niece, let me hear, what 1 it is you 
would ſay? 8 | 
Ant. I could ſay, that when People of, Ski 
like the Goods, they matter but little wharSpi 
ful Neighbours, ſpeak againſt them; that 85 
1 F only envy Young Ones , that in- 
ſtead of affilting of them, ard wiſhivg them 
well, they endeavour to undermine their Cre. 
dit, and blow em up, if they can: That, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, it vexes them to the Heart, to ſee 
the other thrive, becauſe they unſaſtiy look v 
on them, as ſo many Intruders into reit Bu 
I could ay, that they often maliciouſſy vie an 
Ill Name to New Beginners for no other Reafon 
than to blaſt their Reputation, and undetvalue 
their Commodities only to ſpoil a good Bar? 
in. 
Aer So, Niece; I hear that right or wro 
you can ſay 7 grear deal; bur if by Old Traders 
188 mean me, r ate e mightily miſtaken, tor 


[ never dealr i 
Married indeed. 
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c. Your ple don't offend me, Niece, ont 
| with Ie: you would fay 1 did. worſe. 

5772 1 dom t ſay ſo ſo: 1 am not 1 Cenforious as 
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believe, that rather than the Commodity 
upon your Hands, you'd Toaſt by Retail. 
Ant. Pray Aunt fpeak plain, and tell me, 
you believe lm a Common Whore. 14 41 
Luc. Could the Courteous Antonia be ever 
Cruel? No ſure; you have no deny ing Face, 
Child: And when People are ſo obliging in ſhew- 
ing their Goods, who would not think, but that 
any one might have a Sample tor asking? — 
How! In Tears, Niece! Melting with Remorſe ? 
Do ye plead guilty ? "I ee 
Ant. You ſhell think as you pleaſe, Aunt ; tis 
my Comfort, that: all your Foul Aſperſions cann't 
make me ſo : I don't Cry, becauſe I am Conlſci- 
ous of any Crime; it is my Wrong'd Innocence 
that bleeds through my Eyes. 7 
Luc. That was anHeroick Flight, Niece, and 
would do well in a Tragedy, if it ben't in one 
already, = > | 
Ant, Id rather be buried alive, than be thus tor- 
. mented every Day: And pray for what? For 
not being Lame, Blind. or Crooked: If I was 
as frightful as the Devil, perhaps I ſhould lead 
a better. Liſe; for whenever I have any 8 
about me that looks tolerably well of late, 
am ſure to be abuſed for it. If my Mother 
might have lived to ſee me grow up : She would: 
have taken delight in it, Poor Woman! But I 
have neither Father nor Mother, my Siſter's but 
a Child; would it not make a Stone weep, to it 
the only Relation, that ſhould take my Part, ſer al 
her Wit to work to render me odious, and blaſ 
my Reputation, for nothing elſe, but pes 
won't be ſingular, and dreſs my ſelf as other 
Young Ladies do: My Father was a Baronet; tis 
was, he iv ro ſpend ll bp had; bus hen cap 


C 


(1s ) 


Aunt that's dead has hand ſomly provided for us. 
Five Thouſand Pound is no Deſpicable Fortune 
for a Young Woman that's of a Good Family; 
I don't go above it, nor covet Rich Coaths; I 
love to be clean, and have my Things made fa- 
ſhionable: Lou gave me Education, l own it, 
and thank ye for it; but then on my Side, have 
I not always paid ye the ſame Reſpett, as if you 
had been my own Mother 2 What have I done to 
deſerve your Ill will? Do I converſe with any Bo- 
dy, that is not ſuitable to my Quality? What In- 
diſcretion have I been guilty of? Who is more 
reſery'd in Mens Company than 1? I never was 
alone with one in my Lite; unleſs it was in ſeeing 
mg home from ſome. Ball, Publick Entertainment, 
or other Solemnity, where it would have been 
Rudeneſs to deny em; and yet had I been the 
Strumpet to a Regiment of Foot Soldiers, you 
could not have talk'd to me worſe than you do. 
| think my ſelf in Heaven, when I enjoy but one 
Hour without being rail'd at. 
Luc. Indeed, Antonia, the Hardſhips you la- 
boux under are beyond Meaſure, at leaſt any Bo- 
dy would think fo, to ſee ye in this Poſture, and 
hear your Moan; for it is not to be believed 
that a Young Lady, to whom Nature has been fo 
laviſh, and Fortune no niggard; one that never 
ſhew'd a great Diſlike ro the World, ſhould 
wilh herſelf buried Alive, rather than bear her 
Torments any longer, unleſs they exceeded the 
Common Rate of Afflictions: However, I had ra- 
ther {ce ye in this Humour than when you are 
laughing at all Good Council, and jeering every 
Thing that's Chaſte and Sober. 

Ant. | ſuppoſe ſo; becauſe now 1 look 
worſe. | | 

Lac. 
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Lc. I don't think you do: But it is not for 
that; it is becauſe 1 loye 'a Meek Spirit better 
than a Stubborn one. ACN : 8 
1. ME yy Your Servant, Aunt. T Dein g 106h [ 
Luc. Whither would ye go: ne 
Ant. Up into my Chamber, uoleſs you have 
any Thing to command me. 
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THE SECOND 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


Lucinda and Antonia. 


Antonia. N HAT is your Pleaſure with me, 
y y Aunt? Grace told me you 


wanted me. 


Luc. What, Crying ſtill ! Come wipe your Eyes, 
and lay by that Melancholly Look: I believe we 
talk'd till we were both too 1 ſent for you 
to take a Walk with me up the Orchard; thete 
is no Sun: I have ſomething to ſay to you, that 
I know won't diſpleaſe ye. 

Ant. I'll wait on ye, Aunt. 

Luc. Don't you know, Antonia, what an An- 
tipathy I have againſt Men? How mortally Ideteſt 
the whole Sex: And how carefully I have al- 
ways endeavour'd to infuſe the lame Principles in- 
to you? 

Ant. Yes, Aunt, I do; and1 have often won- 
der d, what Reaſon you could have to hate them ſo 
much; becauſe I have heard you ſay, that my 
Grandfather was ſuch a. Good Man; and as to o- 
ther Men, you always ſhunmn' d their Converſation, 
and would ſeldom admit of any in * Com- 

pany. C Luc. Tho! 
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Luc. Tho' I have not experienced them to my 
own Coft, I have done that which is more ad- 
viſeable, raken Warning from the Miſeries I ſaw 
'em bring upon others; but of that bereafter, 
Firſt, I would let ye know, that having thar 


Averſion to Marriage, when your Mother was 
dead I look'd upon you and your Siſter, as the 
only Heirs 1 was do have; and from that Time 
treated you both in every Reſpect, a8· if yon had 
been my own Children. When your Aunt Carin- 
da died, you was between Eleven and Twelve 
Years Old, and began to ſhew ſq much Wir and 
Good Humour, ſo Eaſie and Obliging a Temper, 
that I will freely own it, Antonia, I thought no 
Body's Company ſo agreeable as yours: And 
what pleasd me moſt, was, that though we 
differ'd ſo much in Years, you ſeem'd as fond of 
me, as I could be of you; was I in the Garden, 
you'd ſoon be there; if ſomerimes | had lock'd 
my felf up in my Cloſet, twould not be long 
but J ſhould have ye knock at the Door upon 
ſome Pretence or other; either to ſhew'me your 
Work, or your Writing, or elſe to ask me 
ſome Pretty Queſtion about hat yeu had ſeen 
or read: Every Thing you did was delightful to 
me; but above all, nothing raviſh'd me more 
than that I ſaw ye have that III Opinion of 
Men which they deſerve: Whenever there was 
an Opportunity to rail at the Sex, you would 
exclaim againſt them with Ind ignation, and ſeem 
to have a Horror for the very Name. 
Ant. I was but a Child then, Aunt. 
' Lac. No Matter what you was; I am ſure 
vou was in the right; and I wiſh, I could ſay the 
Jane of you now: But pray don't interrupt me. 
Zy the Hatred I thought yen Had ne 
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againſt Men, my Wiſhes were compleat, and I 
thought nothing but Death ſhould ever pare us. 
This Golden Age laſted till ye was paſt Fifteen; , 
but then you alter'd vifibly every Day: All on 
a ſudden you grew very Neat, not the leaſt Spot 
muſt be ſeen in your Cloaths; no Body could 
do up your Linnen, or ſtarch your Lace, or Mul- 
lin, to pleaſe ye; and you hardly ever appeard 
in an Undreſs: The Faſhion was all your Diſ- 
courſe ; and whatever Money you could get was 
laid out in Plays and Romances; a little after 
you grew- a great Admirer of Country Dances; 
and though you had learn'd to fing, and to play 
on the Harpficord, yet there were ſome very 
Fine Tunes, that you could not learn without 
Inſtruction, and a Muſick· maſter you muſt have; 
you know I allowed whatever you defir'd, for in 
all that I thought there was no great Harm. 
The Firſt Time I ſuſpected the Cauſe of your 
Change was one Evening in the Walks; I had 
often Tefore obſerved, with Pleaſure, that when 
we met any Men your Looks were ſo free and 
unconcernd, that every one might ſee you nei- 
ther fear'd, nor defired,-to meet their Eyes; but 
that Evening I ſpeak of, meeting a Gentleman, 
that was very well dreſſed, I bappen'd to take Par- 
ticular Notice of you; when he was yet a good 
Way off I ſaw you raiſe your Body, and by al- 
tering your Gate, aſſume a certain Firmneſs in 
your Steps, that was not uſual; when he came 
near, the Stretching out of your Neck had pull'd 
up your Bubbies, which where then but juſt bud- 
ding out; he look'd upon you very hard, you 
bluſh'd, and your Eyes, that look'd as if they 
had been newly varniſh'd, were very ſtedfaſtly 
fix'd on the Ground, | | 
„ Aa wan 
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Ant. What could be a greater Sign—— 
Luc. 1 don't ſay it to upbraid you with any 
Thing: Pray hear me out. When we were 
paſs'd him, I ſaid nothing to you, bur preſently 
took you home, and was more concern'd at what 
I had ſeen, than ever I had, been at any Thing 
ſince my Father died. 

Ant. You thought perhaps it was a Gallant. 

Luc. No Child, I thought the Truth; I 
thought, that Nature had been playing her Tricks, 
and told you what Mould you was made of; when 
the Preſence of Men makes an Impreſſion upon 
Women, it renders them uneafie, and ſets their 
Imagination to work; it is a certain Sign, that 
their Averſion to Men is not long liv'd: After 
that Day, the more I examin'd into your Actions 
the more I found my Suſpicion true: It was then 
that 1 ſtrove with all my Power to divert 
your Thoughts, to allay the Heat of your 
Blood; I often perſuaded you to Faſting; to pre- 
vent the Roving of your Fancy ; Iadviſed you 
to frequent Prayers, and the Reading of Pious 
Books. I forefaw Two Evils, that were equally 
dreadful ro me, whenever you married : The Firſt 
was, That you ſhould become a Prey to Man, and 
conſequently be made miſcrable by that Sex, which 


I fo much abhorr'd. The Second, That I ſhould - | 


loſe the Company of what in all the World I va- 
Lued moſt : Bur in ſpight of all my Endeayours, as 
your Wir and Beauty encreas'd, ſo did your Care 
jn ſetting every Thing off to beſt the Advantage; 
you grew Cunning enough at laſt to find out, 
that every Charm I perceived in ye ſtabb'd me to 
the Heart: This made you ſhun, and hate me; 
but the Real Cauſe, of what I ſaid or did, was 

my Fear of loſing you, and not my Envy, as you 
I | imagin'd: 
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imagin d. I. ſtudied a, Thouſand Arguments to 
prove the Happineſs of a Single Life; but very, 
often, in the midſt of them, your Stretchivg, 
our Short Sighs, your Seeming Wearineſs, the 
Lea of your Wiſhing Eyes, your Ab- 
rupt Motions, and Sudden Starts, would ſo ma- 
niſeſtly declare your Thoughts, as if you had 
openly. told me, Tour Reaſons are falſe, for 
what I Jong for is not to be found in my ſelf. 
About Seventeen you was at the Worſt; then, 
you never kept Two Minutes in one Poſture z- 
If you walk'd through the Room, it was with 
as much Faintneſs, as if your Back had been 
broke; and if you ſtood ſtill, it was always lean- 
ing 1 ſomething or other, and ſeldom on 
both Legs, whilſt the Small of the one would 
be continually hitting the Calf of the other: 
A Hundred Pranks you would play with your 
Legs; when you ſat down, the Heel of one 
Foot would always be rubbing and pteſſing the 
other's in Step: Sometimes when you thought 
you was not obſery'd, how paiſionately would 
you throw yourſelf backward, and clapping, 
your Legs alternatively over one another, ſqueeze 
your Thighs together with all the Strength you 
had, and in a Quarter of an Hour repeat the 
ſame to all the Chairs in the Room? Many 
Times, Antonia, have I ſeen you ſit in that 
Careleſs Manner, and half ſhutting your Eyes, 
whilſt your Head would flowly drop down to one 
Shoulder, bite on your Lip with ſo Craving, and io 
Begging a Look, that I have pitied you my ſelf, 
and ſpoke, to make you think on ſomething elſe: 
Every Action, and every Limb, betray'd your 
Deſires, your Tongue onlyexcepted; nay, I have 
often fear'd that that likewiſe would have been 
Sb ae ea — 
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drawn into the Plot, and ask'd for Man as loud as 
they. The only Thing that kept up ſome Hopes 
in me was to ſee your Shineſs for Men continue 
ſo long; by that I gueG&'d at your Diſcretion, 
becauſe it ſhewed me that you knew the Dap- 
ger; and to uphold it in you, I told ye Five 
Hundred Stories about Rapes of my own Inven- 
tion: Your Vertue and Modeſty I was perſua- 
ded of, but they. could do me no good; I ne- 
ver fear'd any Thing baſe, I knew you had 
Pride enough to ſecure your Honour. 

Ant. Dear Aunt, 1 can hold no longer; 1 
never was more agreeably ſurpriz'd in all my 
Life than now: May I think you never ſuſpected 
my Conduct? And that all the Faults you 
found were only an Artifice to keep my Unde- 
ſerving Company to your ſelf? The ſmall Gifts 
then, which Nators has beſtow'd upon me, 
were never odious to you, and you never di- 
liked them, but as you fear'd, they would be a 
Means to draw me from you: Is it poſſible 
that all that Paſſion, which I took for Spleen and 
Envy, was ſo much Generous Love thrown 
away upon an Unthinking Girl? 2 
Luc. Can you doubt of it, Antonia? By Nature 
you are my Niece, by Adoption my Dangh- 
ter: Look but back, and call ro mind how 
tenderly I have brought ye up. from” your 
Infancy; how 1 hugg d and cherilb'd ye when 
you was 2 Child; and what Delight I took in 
ye? 1 ſhall never forget it, when you was 
about Eight Years Old, Somebody told ye one 
Day that it was vulgar to ſay Aunt, and Father 
and Mother; you ſhould call me Madam: At 
which you ſeemed very angry, and faid you 
would never call me ſo: And when they asked 


ye 


2. 

ye the Reaſon, you anſwered, Becauſe you was 
ſure, that Madam was not fo loving a Word as 
Aunt, Don't ye remember, Antonia, how I took 
ye up in my Arms and kits'd ye for it? How I 
told ye, you ſhould always ſay, Aunt; and af- 
terwards ſeveral Times enjoin'd, ye never tocall 
me otherwiſe ? : 
Ant. I do remember it, and am aſhamed of 

my Stupidity. | * 
Luc. Can you think I ſhould look upon ye as 
my own, and diſlike your Charms, if it was not 
for that Reaſon I mention'd? I have Eyes as 
well as others: You have your Share of Wit, 
and the Beauty of an Angel, Antonia; and all that 
have ſeen, or heard, ye, have wonder d, that 
ſo much Diſcretion ſhould be Join'd with either, 
You don't know the Stratagems I have uſed to 
ſtifle the Addreſſes that have been made to me 
on your Behalf: But when afier all my Care I 
ſaw, that skilfully you began to manage Wild 
Nature, and grew dextrous at covering your Ea- 
ger Wiſhes with Art and Diſſimulation, I found 
your fear of Man was vaniſhed ; you could fpeak 
to rhem without Bluſhing, and look 'em in the 
Face with ſeemingly no more Concern, than in 
our Primitive Innocence: Then I loſt all my 
opes, and grew outrageous; I knew nothing 
would rouze ye more, than to queſtion your 
Vertue; I would leave nothing untried ; and 
this has been the Way, that of late, I have 
attacked ye; in hopes to work ſome Change. 
When, to Day, I had provoked ye fo far, that 
I found ye ſhedding Tears, I was Tony, that I 
had ſaid ſo much: Ar firſt 1 trove by Banter to 
recover ye; but when I ſaw you bad left me, 
and was gone up to "or. Chamber, I could bear 
| | 4 it 


(24) 

it no longer, had you called, and was reſolved to 
reveal my Heart, and own every Thing, which 
I have told you fince: Dear Niece, this is my 
1 laſt Shift, I know I ſhall not keep you 
ong. 

Ant. Obliging Aunt, your Love is ſo uncom- 
mon, I can never repay it; what muſt I do to 
ſhew my Gratitude ? | 

Luc. You know, my Child, let me enjoy 

our Company, ſtay with me, and never 
arry. | 

Ant, Don't urge me to make a Promiſe, I 
would not be raſh, I might repent ir, tho' I 
declare I never was in Love with any Man 

et. 
5 Luc. If you had, 1 ſhould ſoon have known 
. It, for J have watch'd you narrowly. | 

Ant. Indeed you have [nmask'd my Soul, 
and rrac'd my Thoughts through every Chink, 
and Cranny of my Heart ; I own, all what you 
have ſaid is true, but you ſhall not need any 
more take ſuch Pains to ſearch my Inclinations 
henceforth I'll keep no Secret from you. 
would not queſtion your Wiſdom, Aunt, but I 
wonder at one Thing; you ſay, I now look up- 
on Man with as little Concern as before, then 
why ſhould you think me further gone, ſince it 
was the Loſs of that Unconcernedneſs, by which 
you firſt diſcovered, that Man had wrought up- 
on my Imagination? I am certain, that I find 
not half that Diſturbance in my Heart, when a 
Man comes near me, that I felt before; I can 
govern my Looks, bridle my Actions much bet . 
ter, and methinks I have almoſt. regain'd the 
Empire of my ſelf: Pray then, why do you 
judge that I am worſe? I felt much eater Cole 
"Be aca A Wi buſtion 
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buſtion within, than I do now, and I really be- 
lieve the Danger 1s over. If 
Luc. You are miſtaken, Niece, the greateſt 
Danger lyes there, that you think it paſt: You 
muſt in this Caſe act, as a skilful Phyſician, 


and not always judge alike of the ſame Symp- 


toms, tho in the ſame Diſtemper; tor, as rhe 
Stare of it differs, ſo they may portend either 
Good or Evil; when you was a Child, you was 
not concerned at the Sight of Man; becauſe 
you was ignorant, and innocent; and then it was 
a Sign, that your Fancy was clear and free; but 
ſince that, every time you have ſeen or heard a 
Man, Nature has whiſpered to you, that you 


Was a Woman: So that the Unconcernedneſs 


which now you ſhew, proceeds from quite ano- 
ther Cauſe- What diſorders young Women fo 
much at the Sight of Man, is the Conflict be- 
tween their Natural Wiſhes, and the Inborn 
Modeſty of Virgins: This Conflict being become 
Habirual to you, diſturbs your Body not ſo viſi- 
bly as it did. The Saylor'in a Storm ſhews leſs 
Concern, and ſeems to be braver than the Soldier 
not becauſe he has more Courage, or fears Death 
leſs than the other ; but becauſe the Dangers of 
the Sea are more familiar to him. When the 
Difference that is berween the Two Sexes, firſt 
begins to run in the Minds of Virgins, all Men 
are repreſented naked to their Imagination: This 


makes em ſo uncaſie all over, that by every 


Attion they betray what they equally wiſh and 
fear, till by often being in Man's Company, 
without receiving any Harm, at: laſt they grow 
holder. If a Cat would leave off killing, and 
walk quietly about the Houſe, without hurting 
e aa | any 
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any Creature, the very Mice would come and 
play with her. e | 
Ant. I underſtand very well, whence this 
Concern, which upon the Accaunt of Man, we 
ſhew at our firſt coming to Maturity, proceeds, 
and how by degrees it wears off, but I cannot 
perceive, why it ſhould be bad to loſe it. For 
bluſhing, and being out of Countenance, are no 
great Accompliſhments, and thoſe that are guil- 
ty of ir, upon every flight Occafion, are counted 
very raw and fooliſh. 

Luc. I never ſaid it was bad to loſe it, I wiſh 
you had loſt it with all my Heart: I did not fay 
you could now look on Man with no more Con- 
cern, than when you was a Child; but, feeming- 
ly with no more Concern. Whatever you like 
abour Man, moves you perhaps more than ever, 
but that your Concern. is leſs feen, is, becauſe 
you have learn'd Cunning enough to hide 


1. | | | | 
Ant. I confeſs, that every Thing Handſome 
affedts me with more Thought than before; but 
then I am capable of examining, and raking eve- 
ry Thing to pieces; I can give my ſelf time of 
confidering, whether it be worth my liking or not; 
and I remember, that formerly, if my Eyes but 
glanced upon a Gentleman, it would put my 
Soul into ſach a Confuſion, I could not rally my 
Thoughts for a good while after: I would not be 
in that Condition again for the World; and 1 
cannot imagine, why you think, that now I have 
ſo much Government over my ſelf, 1 am in a 
greater Danger, than I was, when I could contain 
neither Looks nor Limbs, and every Action be- 
tray d my inward Wiſhes. SO LOI 22000 
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Lac. Fl tell you: As long as Maids cannot 
forbear ſhewing that Concern we ſpeak of, 
when Men are near; the continual Alarm keeps 
em { much upon their Guard, there is no 
Miſchief to be fear'd ; their Fright is their Keep- 
er; the leaſt Touch of a Man purs 'em into fuch a 
Conſternation, as if Raviſhing was the leaſt 
Thing to be expected; a Man cannot ſpeak to 
em, but ir throws their Senſes in fuch a Hurry, 
and makes em think on ſo many Things at once, 
that they either hear em not at all, or fo con- 
fufedly, that their Words can make but little 
Impreſfion upon em. But when Women have 
acquired that Government over themſelves, that 


for then they can be calm, and hear a Man 
ſedately; then they Il fit down and hearken to 
Rea ſon. 1 i | 1 
Ant. And ſhould they not? 15 39 
Luc. No, by no means, never, if they would 
keep their Virginity unſpotted: No, Niece, ſhe 
that liſtens to them, is ruined, and her Liberty is 
loft. In Reaſoning, Women can never cope with 
Men, they have a Thouſand Advantages 
us; our Wit may be equal with theirs, but in eve- 
> Ade, elſe they exceed us, as well as in 
trength of Body; it is thought ſufficient, if a 
Woman can but Read and Write, we receive no 
other Education, as to Learning: But where we 
leave off, they ſer out; 8 not truſted to 
manage their own Affairs, before they are ſent to 
Schools, and Univerfiries, to have their Intellectu- 
als mended and ſharpened ; not by one Maſter, or 
by ordinary Men, but by ſeveral, that are picked 
and culled out of Thouſands, for excelling every 
| one 
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you ſo much admire, then they are loft and gone, 


RT nn 


one in his own Profeſſion; here they have the 
Quinteſſence of Arts and Sciences, Politicks, and 
Worldly Cunning infuſed into them; and for 
Seven or Eight Years, all manner of Knowledge, 
as it were, beat into their Brain, with all the 
Application imaginable, whilſt we are pricking a 
Clout. Why ſhould we venture then, (their 
Head-pieces being ſo much better furniſhed than 
ours, ) to hold Arguments, or to Parley with 
them? What is ſhort and plain we underſtand. 
perhaps as well as they; but when Buſineſs is 
too Intricate, or of too long a Coherence, tis 
beyond our Reach: Women are ſhallow Crea- 
tures ; we may boaſt of Prattling, and be quick 
at a Jeft, or Repartee, but a ſound and penetra- 
ting Judgment only belongs to Men, as the Ma- 
ſters of Reaſon and ſolid Senſe, | 
Ant. I am amazed to hear you ſpeak ſo well 
of them, I never knew you ſay any Thing in their 
Praiſe before. | | 
Lc. But, Niece, tho* I give the Devil bis 
Due. I ſtill defie him. I tell you this, becauſe 
you ſhould not {light your Enemy, but knowing 
his Strength, and your own Weakneſs, always be 
upon your Guard, and never truſt them. What 
muſt become of a Beſieged Town, if the Garriſon, 
ſhould Mutiny, for want of what the Beſiegers 
court em to accept of? What ſignifies the Wit-: 
dom, or the Bravery of the Governour? He muſt. 
either Surrender, or be knock'd down: Thus it 
is with a Maid, that Man lays Siege to; what 
Confidence can ſhe have in her Reaſon, when ſhe 
feels that her own Wiſhes within betray and 
overpower it? 2 


Ant. Con- 
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Ant. Conſidering the Hatred you have con- 
ceived againſt the Sex, I cann't expett you ſhould 
talk otherwiſe, than you do: I own that there is 
ſomething in my Heart, that pleads for Man in 
general, but I am well ſatisfied it is not fo 

rong as to hinder me, from duly weighing, 
what is ſaid to me, and examining every Cir- 
cumſtance: Had I been attacked Two Years 
ago, I was then of fo little Defence, and 1 
had ſo many Mutinies within, tho* never a Foe 
appeared, that I could have made but a weak 
Reſiſtance; but I am much Fortified fince, and 
the Garriſon is kept in ſo good a Diſcipline, that 
1 don't queſtion but I ſhould be able to hold out 
a whole Seaſon, againſt the boldeſt and ſubtileſt 
Warriour of *em all, and never yield, but on ſuch 
Terms, as the generality of the World ſhould 
approve of, as well às my ſelf. Tis true, I never 
had an Inclination hitherto to be 3 Nun, yet, as 
I told you, my Heart is free, and I am nowhere 
engaged: I am but Nineteen Years Old, and to 
ſhow you that I am in no haſte, for the Sake 
of your extraordinary Love of my Company, fo 
mach beyond my Deſerts, and the Efteem with 
which you are pleaſed to Honour me, I promiſe 
you, Aunt, that whenever I intend to enter upon 
Matrimony, as long as you are alive, I ſhall 

ive you a whole Twelvemonth's Warning be- 
orehand. | | HSE 

Luc, Dear Niece, I thank you, but will all 
this be for my Sake only? Would you not do it 
as well, becauſe you ſhould love to be Courted a 
great while? + FI 5171.5 Anon 

Ant. No, indeed, I do it Firſt, that we may 
have both time enough to prepare our ſelves for 
A Parting 
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Parting; and Secondly, that you may have Lei. 


. fure, when we ſhall both know the Party 


to CX- 
amine his Circumſtances, Pry into his Condutt, 


and inform me of thoſe Faults and Inconvenien- 


cies, which I perhaps might*overlook ; tho?, I 
believe, that among the reſt. of the Vanities of 
the World, it is none of the moſt. diſagreeable, 
to ſee one of thoſe Noble Creatures, as you have 
deſcribed juſt now, that are endewed with ſo much 
Wiſdom, and Knowledge, make their Addreſ- 
ſes to us with ſo much Submiſſion, and Humble 
themſelves at our Feet. FO TT BE | 
Luc. What your Opinion of Wooing may be, 
I cann't tell, but I always thought it very ridi- 
culous ; tell me, pray, Antonia, which is more 
unaccountable, the Pride of the Woman, or the 
Humility of the Man ? She is reſolved to be very 
croſs, and with abundance of Coy neſs fits in State, 
inſults over the Man, and treats him with as 
much Scorn, as if he was not worthy to wipe her 
Shoes; and why does ſhe do. all this? For no 
other Reaſon, but becauſe ſhe deſigns to make. 
him her Maſter, and give him all ſhe has in the 
World. The Man, on his Side, takes all theſe 
Indignities in good Part, ſeems to be fond of be- 
ing ill treated, and with the moſt profound Ve- 
neration to his Idol, begs on his Knees, that a 
certain modeſt Petition may be granted him; 
the Upſhot of which is, that the Perſon, to 
whom he pays his Devotion, would be ſo kind, 
as to oblige herſelf ſolemnly, before Witnelles, up- 
on the Penalty of being damn d, to be his Slave 
as long as ſhe lives, unleſs he ſhould happen to 
die before her. | nt 


At. We 
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Ant. We may diſcant on theſe” Things as we 
pleaſe, but as that Longing and Fond neſs, which 
the Males and Females of all other Creatures, are 
obſerved, to have for one another at certain Times, 
were, without doubt, defign'd as a Means, by 
which, to their Mutual Satisfaction, they ſhould 
3 their Kind: So it would be very 

ange, that Nature ſhould have given the ſame 
Defire to Men and Women for no other Reaſon, 
than to try their Cunning and Diſcretion in ſti- 
fling and hiding of them before each other. 
Luc. No Body ever ſaid ſo: The ſame Ap- 
petites were given to all for the lame Purpoſe; 
nay, the Rational Ones ſeem rather mote Influ- 
enced by them than others: For though the 
Women have, befides the Uſe of their Reaſon, 
an Innate Reſervedneſs, and a Kind of Horror, 
againſt loſing their Virginity more than the Fe- 
males of any other Creature; yet there is hard- 
ly one in Fifty, unleſs they die in the Prime of 
— Age, but what complies before ſhe is 
. Then what can be more reaſonable, than 
to ſtrike in with ſo great a Majority, as Nine and 
Feb OngditT co: 7 ef Toit 7 

Luc. I own'it, it is a Good Excuſe; but you'll 
find it far from being an Argument, that it is 
the Wiſeſt Courſe: For granting, that among 
Fifty Wemen in Years, there is but One, that has 
withſtood this Provocation of Nature, and has 
kept her Virginity we can concludenothing, unleſs 
firſt 'we examine the Old Maids, how they 
have throve, and how they like their being Single 
at Long: run; and afterwards look into the vaſt 
Numbers of thoſe that would not be 1 that 
att | | \ rou- 
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Trouble, and have tried the Experiment as well 
as their Mothers; and ſee likewiſe, how Mar- 
riage has agreed with them. 
Ant. With all my Heart, Aunt; and if 1 don't 
produce more Married Women, that ſhall fpeak 
in Praiſe of it in this ſmall Town, than there 
are Old Maids in all the County, I'll be bound 
- keep my Maidenhead till I wear Specta- 


es. 
Luc. Not ſo faſt, Niece, what! You would 
bring me ſome giddy-brain'd Things, that knew 
nothing of the World, before they Married, and 
have not had Leiſure yet to reflect on any Thing, 
but which Way to gratifie their Appetites, 
which firſt enſlaved them. If you would come 
ro a fair Trial, you muſt take your Married 
Women of the ſame Age with the Maids, and, 
if you do ſo, you will not find One in Five Hun- 
dred, but what has repented a Thouſand Times, 
that ever ſhe ſubmitted to the Yoak : Whilſt all 
the Old Maids, as ſoon as that troubleſome Itch 
is over, rejoice at having kept their Liberty, and 
_ unanimouſly in the Comforts of a Single 

ife. | | | 

Ant. To this I have Two Things to fay, the 
firſt is, that ſome People have preſerved their 
Virginity, becauſe they never had an Opportu- 
nity, handſomely, to diſpoſe of it; and that 
conſequently they ought not to boaſt of 
It. x 


Lac. There are no Women ſo ordinary, or 
ill ſhaped, but there are Men as uggly, and de- 
formed; dirty Puddings for dirty Dogs; none 
can be troubled with the Burden long, if they 
cate not, which Way they get rid of it; W 
A or 


| 0339 
for the Women that you ſpeak of, that would 
rather, than not omely diſpole of it, ler it 
alone; they deſerve abundance of Praiſe, and have 
as much r as any. | 
Ant. h . pray ? | " - 
Luc. Becaule ſuch a one ſhews, that ſhe has 
all along remain'd Miſtreſs of her Choice, 36d 
preſerved a Diſcretion, which no Married Wo- 
man can boaſt of, 3 
Ant. How! Are there not Women enough, 
that, after having refuſed ſeveral good Matches, 
chuſe the beſt at laſt? pv 
Lac. Yes, but they cann't prove by that, how 
diſcgget they would have been afterwards, if they 
Se 


had not accepted of the laſt, as they did. 

—_ for your Firſt Objection; what is your 5 
| p ; 
Ant. The Second is, that conſidering the In- 
conſtancy and Diſcomentedneſs of Humane Na- 
ture, which always rnake us repine and anus 
at our preſent Condition, it is very li a that 
Thouſands of Women, who have y re- 
pented that ever they were Married, would upon 
a more ſerious Reflection upon the Paſſages of 
their Lives, the Fruits of Wedlock, and other 
Circumſtances that have attended it, change 
their Note at laſt ;, and inſtead of 3 the 
Loſs of their Virginity, not wiſh for the World, 
= that they had parted with it, as they 


Lace, This indeed is very true; and a9 well ob- 
ſerved: Therefore, leaving them to the Fickle- 
neſs of their own Minds; let us not trouble our 
Heads wich what they ſay, o think of them- 
' ves, and whether thai Repentunce by hol 
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— 
at bottom, or whether their Fondneſs to their 
Brats, makes em forget all Miſeries, only 
ſteadfaſtly look into the Merits of the Cauſe, 
and ſee, what a Rational and Unconcerned 
Stander-by ought to judge of them, as to their 
happy or unhappy State. Name me a Woman 
of Fifty or Threeſcore, that was in your Cir- 
cumſtances, and about your Age when ſhe Mat. 
ried, in whoſe Condition you would defire to 
be, if you ſhould live to be fo old: I won't 
ſtand upon a Year or Two, or a Thouſand Pound 
more or leſs. | 
Ant. Tam roo Young, to know what Ladies, 
that are now of that Age, were, when Ummar- 
ried ; but I can tell you, in whoſe Place I could 
wiſh to be, if I was fo Old. | 
Luc. Take care, you are well acquainted 
with the Hiftory of her Life, or elſe, how ſhall 
we judge of the Comforts and Diſgraces that 
have atrended it? | 
Ant. What do you think of Aurelia? 
Luc. Think of her! She is a very good Hu- 
mour d, Comely, Woman, | 
Ant. But I mean as to her Living happi- 


Lac She lives extraordinary well * in- 
Ant. Dor't you think it is almoſt an uncon- 
ceivable Pleaſure for a Woman, to have fo 
Charming a Creature for an only Davghter, 
2 ſhe has, and to ſee her ſo well diſpoſed 
L iir : D2M 
Luc. How well, Child? „ meu! 49 chum 
Ant. How' well! To a Baronet; a Gentleman 


of Three Thouſand: a Year; that has ſettled 
* * | a 
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a Thouſand Pound a Year upon her; is that 
not well diſpoſed of? Ar leaſt it is more than 
anſwerable to her Fortune; for ſhe gave but 
Five Thouſand Pound with her: Now, Aunt, 
her Virginity never could have help'd her to 
this, no more than thoſe Four delicate Babes, 
her Grand- children; the eldeſt Boy, I think is 
the fineſt Child that ever I beheld with my 
Eyes: Theſe are no fading Fopperies, or fooliſh 
Vanities, bur real and ſubſtantial Bleſfings of the 
firſt Rate. 

2 15* How long have you known Aure- 
ia t | 

Ant. I remember her ever fince her Daughter 
was about ſuch another as our Camilla, I believe 
I could not be above Five or Six Years Old 
ſhe always kept a Coach, and a Footman, ſhe 
has a Gardener, and Three or Four Maid Ser- 
vants; her Houſe in Town is very well-Fur- 
niſhed, and ſo is this here: She keeps a good 
Table under her, her Servants ſeem to live very 
eaſie, and yet you ſhall net name a better 
ordered Family. ak 

Luc. Have you ever heard any thing of her 
Husband ? 

Ant. Nothing, but that he died many Years 
ago: To do, what ſhe does, there is no doubt, 
but that he left her very well; and ſhe won't 
ſpeak ill of Matrimony ſure. 

Luc. I eould never have you talk of more than 
you know, Antonia. I remember Aurelia when 


ſhe was yet in Hanging-ſleeves, and I a Wo- 
man grown: And fince you have named her for 
your Pattern, if you'll give me leave, to begin 
from the bottom, and enlarge upon it a lit- 

D 2 tle, 


( 


the, 5, Il ell . what 1 have known of Tr 


| . 1 fhall think it very diverti 
Luc. Then we muſt defer it til 
for it will take up ſome Time. 


Ant. What you pleaſe, Aunt. 


lf to f Morrow, 
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THE THIRD 
DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN 
Lucinda and Antonia. 


Lucinda, NF OU are vp very eatly Niece. 
Y Antonia. P, ſaw it was a fine 
Morning, and hearing you cough in the Garden, 
I began to think on your Promile. | 
Tom Do you mean the Hiltoty of Aure- 
14's? | or 
Ant. Yes, Aunt. t 
Luc. Then fit down; I am ready: Aureliz's 
Father was a Welchman, but had been ſent up to 
London very young; after having ſerved his Time 
with a Shoemaker, and been a ſourneyman ſome 
Years, he Married a Widow ef the ſame Trade; 
how long they lived together 1 cann't well tell; 
but by Saving and Indulty they had Ptoſpered id 
well, that when ſhe died, he left off his Shoetha- 
ker's mY by degrees, and turned Learherfeller ; 
Two or Three Years after the Death of his Wife, 
by whom he had no Children, he Married a Se- 
the only Child of a Tanner, who, tho he 
had bred her but meanly, had left her above a 
Thouſand Pound, when he died. This wis the 


1 
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other 
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Mother of Aurelia, whoſe Father was now a 
Conſiderable Dealer: When the Daughter, of 
whom they were extraordinary fond, came to be 
Eight or Nine Years Old, the Husband and Wife 
often quarrelled about her Education; till at laſt 
the Father, ſeeing that neither of em could make 
a great Hand of it; carried her to a Boarding. 
School, and told the Miſtreſs of it; that, tho” he 
looked Plain, he was a Rich Man, and would 
value no Money, ſo he could but have his 
Daughter made as Fine a Lady as any was in the 
Land. So Aurelia received all the Learning a 
good Boarding-School could” help: het 790 And, 
whilſt ſhe was there, in a few Years, her Father 
throve ſo well, that, before ſhe was Sixteen, he 
deſign'd her a Portion of Ten Thouſand Pound, 
if he liked the Man. The Noiſe of ſuch a For- 
tune to a Genteel, Handſome, Young Woman, 
whoſe Father and Mother were yet both alive, 
and never had had, and conſequently were not 
likely now to have any other Children, could not 
but draw abundance of Suitors. The Father, who 
never had minded any Thing but getting of 
Money, as ſoon as Aurelia was cotne to live at 
Home, began to take Notice of the World, ſet 
Up his Coach, and was very proud. in carrying 
his Daughter about for a Shew. . Ohe Day com- 
ing from Hide-Park, Aurelia fell in Love, with 2 
Gentleman ſhe ſaw on Horſeback : Dorante, 'tor 
that was his Name, as he was prancing and ſta- 
ring about, happen'd to throw his Eyes that Way, 
and meeting with hers, found ſo much Diſorder 
in her Countenance, that, having a good Opinion 
of himſelf, he preſently ſuſpected rhe Cauſe,” he 
ſent a Porter to follow the Coach; and being in- 


formed of her Name, and Circumſtances, writ 
9 ö to 
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to her very paſſionately the next Day; ſhe an» 
ſwered - preſently, and thus a Love Intrigue 
began: Mean while the Old Man, having no o- 
ther Notion of making his Daughter Happy, than 
by making her Rich, had pitch'd upon a Son- in- 
Law, that had a vaſt Eſtate, but was very de- 
formed, and lighting the Averſion Which he 
perceived his Daughter had againſt him, granted 
Acceſs to nobody but him. Oorant? not being 
Baſhful, as ſoon as be was ſure of his Miſtreſſes 
Approbation, went directly to her Father, and 
told kim his Errand: He was a Tall, Well- made, 
Proper, Man, and Aurelig's Father ſeeing a Gen- 
tleman of his Mien, well Dreſz d, with a Couple 


of Footmen in good Liveries ro attend him, 15 
ceived him very clvilly. Dorante, being ask d 2 
the neceſſary Queſtions, told him with a great 
Aſſurance, that he was a Gentleman of only a 
Thouſand a Year yet, but that he had greater 
ExpeQations : As for his Country, that it was 
Ireland, where he was of a great Family; ſome 
of which perſwaded him, as the firſt Step to Pre- 
ferment, to.accept of a Company in a Regiment 
of Foot. The Old Man, very uneafie at the 
Words, Ireland, and Company, gave him a ſhort 
Anſwer, ſaid, his Daughter was too Young to 
think of any ſuch Thing yet, and deſired the Cap- 
tain to forbear his Addreſſes. Dorante would not 
be put by ſo; he knew Aurelia's Mind, and, b: 
means of Bribing her Maid, often ſaw the Mi- 
ſtreſs: Whilſt the Father, bearing no great Love 
to Dorantas Profeſſion, was much alarmd at his 


1riſh Propoſal, thought all Delays dangerous, and 
preaching nothing but Paſſive Obedience,” and Non- 
reſiſtance to his Daughter, preſs'd her hard ta think 
well of his Choice: She defending berfelt with 
a ene I a 
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the a ument of ex Youth, _ had 
uſed to the in, made a vigorous tion, 
and was 10 ſane in her Refofal z thar her Fa- 
ther, who was of an obſtinate, wilful 5 1 1 
ſeeing her ſo reſolute, began to be rough with ber, 
told her he would be obey d, and being very co- 
vetous, reſolved ro make uſe of all his Autho- 

ty, to force her Inclinations, and rather Marry 
her by Violence, than mifs of ſo rich a Prize : He 
look d upon Dorante as a Man, not to be daſh'd by 
the fuſt Denial, and fearing he might make ſome 
other Attempt, was very watchful, and in a little 
Te diſcovered, by an intercepted Letter, his 
2aughter's Paſſion ; Being a Cholerick Man, he 
ran up where ſhe was, in a 1 Rage, and beat 
her moſt unmercifully: When Night came, he 
lock d her up, and treated her with ſo much ri. 
gour for ſeyeral Months, that at laftſhe fell Sick, 
and when nobody expected ſhe would live, the 
Father, repenting of his Severity, only ſhew'd 
abundance of Sorrow ; but the Mother, who had 
been always over-fond, reſolved to try a more 
efteQual Remedy; and knowing Dorante to be 
the Cauſe, ſends for him to her Davghter: She 
obſery'd, the Sight of him had reviv'd Aurelia, 
and unknown to her Husband procur'd him ſeve- 
ral Viſits: Whether the Diſtemper was at the 
higheft, or that Dorantes Preſence wrought the 
Cure, ſhe mended viſibly after: But when both 
the Father and Mother thought her recovered, 
ſhe was loſt at once: For one Morning, the Maid 
not finding her in her Chamber, went to look for 
her in that of her Mother's, but nat being there 
neither, the Houſe was ſoon in an Uptoar, fearch 
was made eyerywhere, but no Daughter heard 


CET 


of; Six Days after 


r there came a Letter, Signd 
Doran 


without examining any further, he wiſh'd a 
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Dorante and Aurelia, that acquainted them with 

their being Married at Cheſter, from whence they 

were to go the next Morning to Neſſon, in order 

to Embark for Ireland *©£© © © 
This News, you muſt think, ſurpriz'd them 

much. The Father was ſo terrible angry, that, 


Thouſand Curſes might light an Dorante's Head, 
and made as Horrid Imprecations againſt his 
Daughter: The Mother cry'd bitterly; and in be- 
wailing of her Loſs, ſhe was ſo imprudent, that, 
among many Lamentations, more loud than co- 


herent, ſhe dropp'd ſome Words, by which her 
Husband underfiod, that during his Daughter's 


Sickneſs, Dorante had often ſeen her by the Mo- 
ther's Conſent : * — my 2 worſe as 
the reſt, and diſcharging all ury upon t 

Poor Woman, he kick d her about the Houſe 
like a Foot-ball, and with all the Billigſgate of 
Old Bawds, and Salt Bitches, damning his Wife, 
and finking his Daughter, raved like a Mad- 
man; till at laſt being wearied with this, he 
made a Solemn Vow, and wiſh'd for Damnation, 
if ever he ſhould own again, cither the one, or 
the other, He' was as good as his Word; for 
that ſame Night he tarn'd bis Wiſe out of Doors: 
As for Aurelia, he would never fo much as 


kearken to any Body that pretended to ſpeak in 


her Behalf. The Mother was taken in by a 
Kind Relation; but ſhe troubled him not long: 

for overwhelm'd with Grief, what with the 
Running away of her Daughter, and what with 
the Brurality of her Husband, the was immedi- 
ately ſeizd with a' Fever, and, withour ever 
heating any more of either, dead, and buried, 
in leſs than a Fortnight. Her Husband having 


( 42) 
made a Will, by which he wholly excluded his 
Daughter, outliv'd her not much above Three 
Years; at the end of which he ran diſtraQted, 
and died quickly after, left above Fifty Thou- 
ſand Pound to a Stranger. I know you are a 
Critick, Antonia, don't you think my Tale te- 
dious ? | 

Ant. No indeed, Aunt , far from it. 
Luc. I was afraid you thought me long; be- 
cauſe one ſhould not be ſo particular in Circum- 
ſtances, that are immaterial to the Plot, and fo- 
reign from the End to which a Story is told. 
Ant. I have heard nothing, but what was 
very material : Others perhaps would have 
thought it ſufficient, in regard to what befel 
Aurelia, if they had only ſaid, that ſhe fell in 
Love with an Ir;þ Captain, with whom, after 

being Married againſt her Parents Conſent, ſhe 
ſtole away into his own Country : But by this 
Aurelia would have been much wrong'd; for 
though ſhe was guilty of great Folly and Indiſ- 
cretion at firſt, yet her latter Conduct has been 
much juſtified by the Mechanick Spirit, and 
Brutiſh Nature, of the Father, as well as the 
little Prudence of the Mother; of both which I 
could not have had ſo full, and ſo clear a No- 
tion, if you had left out the leaſt Circumſtance: 
As to the End, for which a Story is told, 
I think you have purſu'd yours very artfully ; 
for I ſuppoſe your Meaning is firſt to ſhew thar 
Aurelia had not been fo happy as I thought for; 
and then, that Marriage was the Cauſe of her 
| Misfortunes, in order for me to avoid it: And 

which way could this be done better than by 
being diffuſive in the Ill Conſequences of Love 


in general? : 
1 Luc, You 


(43) | 
Luc. You have made it out ſo well, that if 
People ſhould hear us, they would think, I made 
Blunders on-purpoſe, that you might ſhew your 
Wit in bringing me offi ets; 
Ant. I rather believe, Aunt, they would ſay, 
you banter'd your Poor Niece, and pretended 
thoſe Things to be Errors, which in reality you 
knew to be Beauties, on purpoſe to try whether 
ſhe would be Fool enough to fay ſo too. 
Luc. You are an Unlucky Baggazae. 
Ant. But I am impatient to know, what Treat- 
ment Aurelia receiv'd from Dorante afterwards : 
May I defire you to goon? 
Luc. With all my Heart. 
Ant. But pray don't be more conciſe; for it is 
3 entertaining, I am afraid I ſha'n t have enough 
. ar 1117 DFN Lac 
Luc. Il pleaſe you, if I can. The Contents 
of the Letter, which was ſent to Aurelid's Fa- 
ther, were very true: They made what haſte 
they could for Ire/and, and after a ſhort and ea- 
fie Paſſage, arrived ſafely at Dublin; where they 
Raid in ExpeQation of hearing from London. 
But before I proceed any further, I am to ac- 
quaint you with ſeveral Things concerning Do- 
rante, He was a Man well Born, and well 
Bred, he had ſtudied tolerably well; and tho? 
bis Parents always liv'd' in the Country, been 
chiefly brought up in Dublin. He had a Gen- 
tleman-like Skill in moſt Exerciſes, of which 
his Maſter-piece was riding the Great Horſe. 
When he was Young, his Father died worth 
Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds 3 Year, - of 
which, Fifty were his Wife's Jointute : He never 
had more than Two Children, DoFpnte and his 
Siſtet; and that his Son's Eſtate might not be 
7. nb Loca : z ."* Jncum- 
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keeping of Ill Hours, and that abundance of Vices, 
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incumber'd, by his Frugality he had Qved Five 
Hundred Pounds, which were carefully laid 

for his Daughter. On his Death-bed he le 
every Thing under the ary; his Wite, with 
2 great C that Dorante ſhould have all the 
Education beftow'd upon him, that he ſhould be 
capable of receiving; which ſhe faithfully per 
form'd. About half a Year after Dorante had 
been of Ape, and eſſed of his Eſtate, he 
came for Exgland: He was Generous and Bold, 
more Cunning than Witty, and ſet out with very 
few Faults, and of chem a little Conceit, and 
an Itch to Romancing, were the worſt, though 
not very conſpicuous; but coming to Court, 
which was then very debauch'd, he quickly be- 
came as thoſe he converſed with. From the ve- 
ry firſt he never had an Inclination for any Com- 
pany but what liy'd above him; and ſeeing that, 
at the Rate he began his Expences, Two Hundred 
a Year would go but a very little Way, he = 
ſently took up ſome Money, and mortgaged Part 
of his Eſtate : He was a great Lover of Tennis, 
and being no Bad Player, won a pretty deal at 
it, not ſo much by his Skill, as his Dexterity in 
hiding it, and covering his Play : From this he 
was brought to other Gaming; and being for- 
tunate, in a little Time ſaw himſelf Maſter of 
a Confiderable Sum. Puffed up with Succeſs, he 
look d upon his Eftate as a Trifle, and not trou- 
bling his Head with paying off what he owed 
upon it, raiſed his Hopes wy high, and with 
them his Expences. As Gaming occaſions the 


_ fo, being fluſh in the Pocket, be foon fell in 
with Whoring and Drinking, and began to be, 
what that hateful Sex calls, a Good 2 | 
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It was an Age in which nothing went down but 
Paſtime Pleafare, and few Vertues were 
allowed of, bat Valour and Good Humour. Do- 
rante had not been ling in Town, but found an 

Opportunity to let the World ſee, that be wanted 

neither; for happening to meet with Two Quar- 
rels, the firſt with one that was Famous for 
Fighting, the Second with a Man of a great E- 
ſtate, but a noted Coward, he behaved himſelf 
with as much Bravery, and Evenneſs of Temper 
in the one, as he fhew'd. Knowledge, in point of 
Honour and good Breeding in the other; and 28 
there is not any Thing, that makes a Man more 
known than a Duel, eſpecially if it be with one 
of DiſtinCtion, and procures him greater Applauſe 
than the Managing of it with Diſcretion as well 
as Courage, fo theſe Two Rencounters, falling 
out not long from one another, gain d him no 
ſmall Reputation, and in leſs than a Twelve- 
month Dorante had a General Acquaintance at 
Whitehall, and was everywhere eſteem'd, and as 
well receiv'd. Thus far the Proſpe& is fair 
enough, but now: we have ſeen the beſt Part of 
him: for Fortune not favouring always alike, 
and himſelf being extravagant, he firſt ran out 
what he had in ready Caſh, then Selling the beſt 
Fart of his Eſtate, whilſt the Remainder was 
deeply engaged, before he was Five and Fwenty 
he:was red uced to a very low Ebb, It he could 
have lived upon Two or Three Hundred a Year, 
the Teum t Court: might have maintain d him; 
but not being able to be without Horſes, and 
Two or Three and being en ein - 
his Pleaſures, when all his Subſtance: was gang, . _ 

he was fort to betake bimfelf to ſeveral. 
Shifts: He tan in Everybody's Doubt, be bor- 
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row'd Money of all he knew, and being no more 
ſhamefaced than any of his Country, never 
went without any Thing, that was to be had 
for asking. Notwithſtanding all this, he was 
generally bare; till confidering at laſt that Ga- 
ming had been the chief Cauſe of his Ruin, 
and more than ſuſpecting that he had not always 
loſt upon the Square, he reſolv'd to try if Luck 
could not be forc'd, and begun with great Ap- 
plication to ſtudy the Cunning Part of Play; 
that is, to be more plain, turn Sharper. . This 
prov'd a very Profirable Trade the Firſt Year, 
and brought him a Good Revenue. To keep Pup 
his Credit, as Money came in, he paid off 
of his Debts, always keeping to the ſame Rule 
which I have been told they follow at the Na- 
vy; the ſmall Ships firſt. Dorante was very in- 
duſtrious, and pick'd up new Bubbles every 
Day; among others, that had the Misfortune 
to fall into his Hands, it was reported that 
à Perſon of Quality, whom he had got to him- 
ſelf, loſt. a larger Sum of Money than ſuited 
with his Conveniency to pay preſently. The 
. Nobleman 'ask'd Time; in the granting of 
which, after a very Courteous Manner, Dorante 
ſhew'd bimſelf fo obliging, that the other, 
about a Fortnight after, to let him ſee that he 
had taken Notice of his Civility, and thought 
himſelf beholden to him, came one Morning to 
Dorante, and told him, that he had a Company 
of Foot to diſpoſe of; if it was worth his while, 
it ſhould be at his Service. Never was any Pro- 
fer more acceptable to Dorante than this: With 
à Thouſand Proteſtations, as we may ſuppoſe, 
| of being his Lordſhip's moſt Humble and 
| Devoted. Servant for ever, he ſtruck the ox 
| 5 9 1 w 
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whilſt it was hot, and with Gratitude in his 
Countenance, laying hold of the Opportunity, 
he bad his Commiſſion fign'd the next Day. 

Ant. 1 wonder, ſince Dorante had found out 
ſo beneficial a Calling, be ſhould be fo over- 
Joy'd at this: Methinks, he might have been 
afraid, that one Day or other it would draw 
him from Court, where his Pleaſure as well as 
his Livelihood lay. 

Luc. It was in Time of Peace, and Officers 
did what they pleas d: Beſides, it was an Ad- 
mirable Cloak to ſhelter under. Dorante under- 
flood the World entirely well; he knew that a 
Man of no Employ, or any Vifible Income, 
than appears and lives like a Gentleman, and 
makes Gaming his Conſtant Buſineſs, is always 
ſuſpected of not playing for Diverſion only; 
and in ſhort, of knowing and practicing more 
than he ſhould do. He likewiſe foreſaw, that 
his Gains would not be always the ſame; it 
was poſſible he might be found out, or if not, 
by fleecing great Numbers every Body would 
ſhun him in Time. He was very glad of having 
this Certainty to truſt to; and Money coming in 
daily, he had a Thought of recovering that Part 
of his Eſtate, that was not quite gone: He was 
now grown more ſedate, and leaving off ſeyeral 
Extravagant and Idle Ways of ſpending, became 
very provident to what he us d to be. He -was 
2 great Lover of Women, and as he was reſol - 
ved to leave nothing unattempted, that might 
turn to Profit, know ing himſelf to be a Hand- 
ſome, Clean, Fellow, fell to Intriguing, and by this 
Means often made a Penny of the Pleaſutes 
which before he uſed to pay for. But notwith- 
ſtanding, that he had ſa many Ways of get - 
0 | ing 


dag and faving, nothing ever /proſper'd/ with 
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him: Sharping was very advanta to him 
the Firſt Year, as I told ye; but after that it fell 
by degrees ; for though he had never been taken 
in any Fact, yet by ſiripping ſo many, ſeveral that 
had been under his Clutches began to have an IN 
Opinion of him; and it was not long, but Capt. 
Dorame had a very bad Reputation. But the 
Chief Thing that always kept him Poor was, that 
he had ſuch a Prodigious Itch to Gaming, and 
Fortune was ſo little his Friend, rhat whenever 
he had got any Thing by Foul Play, he could 
ſeldom reft before he. loſt it again fairly at the 
Groomporters, or other Places, where 
his Tricks would not pals. This was the Cha- 
rakter, and theſe were the Circumſtances of Do- 


rante, when Aurelia ſaw him firſt, and fell 


ſo fuddenly in that Fond and Unruly Paffion, 
which nothing could excuſe her in, but her 
Youth, and lirtle Experience. 

An. No, nor they neither, I think. 

Luc. What you ſay is true, Niece: But it is co 


more than what I have often obſerved of a Board- 
ing ſchool Education; there 


may be taught to 
Sing and Dance, to Work and Dreſs, and, if you 
will, receive Good lnſtruttions for a Genteel Car- 
tiage, and how to be Manneriy; but theſe Things 


chiefly concern the Body, the Mind remains unin- 
ſtructed: They lead Eaſie and Lazy Lives, and have 


abundance of Time upon their Hands, eſpeeial 
thoſe whoſe Relations are rich and kit mou 


to furniſh them with as much Money as may ena. 
ble them to bribe their Teachers to neglett their 
Duty, and wink at their Faults, and by cram- 
mi 
all 


themſelves with Cuſtards and Cheeſtakes 
y long, oblige their Miſtreſs with having 
n 


e knew 
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noStomach to their Dinner. I have often taken notice 
how they. have run together in Shoals whiſpering 
and hugging one another, and ſtanding till between 
whiles, all at once ſet up a Laughter with ſo. much 
Loudneſs, and ſo many Grimaces, as if they were 
tickled to Death; and all this occaſioned by ſome 
tilly naughty. Word they bave got by the End; 
perhaps a Baudy Monoſyllable, ſuch as Boys write 
upon Walls, which they have ſeen in coming from 
Church, and is often all they bring Home: It is in- 
credible to unthinking People how the tender Fan- 
cies of thoſe young Chits are wounded, and really 
debauch'd, where there is ſuch a Parcel of em to- 
gether , you may ſee by their AQtions, when they 
begin to know what they are made of: The bigger 
Miſſes ſeparate from the reſt, and treat the ſmaller 
Fry, either with ſo much Scorn out of Sight, or 
elſe with ſo much Womanlineſs, and affected Mother- 
ly Care, before your Face, as ſhews they think 
themſelves very knowing and experienced Ladies, in 
regard to the other: All the Week long they are com- 
monly barr'd from the Sight of Man, Sundays except- 
ed: Some are Arch, moſt of em Wanton,and whenthey 
grow up, all fill one another's Heads with fo much 
Rubbiſh of Courtſhip, and Love, that it is a wonder 
they don't run away with the firſt Man they ſee. 
Ant. Lou dont take it ill, I hope, that they are 
hindred from converſing with Men. | | 
Luc. I would not, if either the ſame Reſerved- 
neſs was to continue, or elſe, that their Friends had 
Husbands ready for them at the Gates, when they 
take em away: But I think it very dangerous to 
have em kept from the Sight of Man during their 
Childhood, till they are ripe, and ready to run mad 
for em, and then at once to thruſt em in the midſt 
of em : It is a much greater Happineſs for Young 
Ladies to be Educated in a Private Family. 
Ant. But moſt People * of Opinion, that Strabgers, 
w 
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who always keep Children at a Diſtance, and ſuch as 
by long Experience have learn'd to correct, as well as 
penetrate into the ſeveral Humours of em, ate more 
likely to do Good with them, than Indulging Parents, 
or others at Home, that beivg too fond of em, or elſe 
top familiar with them, feldom can keep em in Awe. 
Tuc: This only takes place in ſuch Parents as 
Abrtlia had, that being il-bred People themſelves, 
aud unable to rule their own Paſſions, could never 
be fit to govern others: I would have Girls bred un- 
der the Government of a Prudent Mother, or other 
near Relations that's vertuous, has ſeen the World, 
and been brought up well herſelf; From ſuch a one 
it is to be hop'd, rhat by frequently exhorting them 
to their Duty, and early arming them apainft Temp- 
tation, ſhe ſhall warn them againſt the Snares and 
artful Aſſaults of Treacherous Man, till by ſeaſona- 
ble Admonirions, and ſerious Diſcourſes, their wild 
Deſires ſhall be curb/d, and their Minds render'd as 
cautious and diſcreet, as their, Behaviour is genteel 
and agreeable: Tis not to be thought that a Stran- 
ger, who only for a Livelihood ftudies which Way 


to pleaſe young Miſles, and their Friends, at the 


cheapeſt Rate, ſhould rake ſo much Pains :: Neither 
can that Care be expected from a Woman, tho? never 
ſo willing, that having all Day long Forty or Fifty 
of them about her Ears, and tired with the Noiſe, is 
glad to be rid of them, and as ſoon as teaching-rime 
is over muſt mind her own Buſineſs. I hope you'll 

pardon this long Digreſfion. 5 
Ant. I ſhall always hear with Pleaſure any Thing 
that puts me in mind of the Obligation I owe you. 
Luc, Having told you before what befel Aurelia 
from her firſt ſeeing of Dorante, till her coming to 
Ireland; III ſtep back to Dublin, where we left em 
both. Dorante Judging by the Probability of Things, 
did norqueſtion bur they ſhould have Lerrers wirhina 
Fortnight from Aurelius Parents, in Anſwer to _— 
| | they 
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they writ from Cheſter; but not hearing one Syllable 
from em, be grew uneaſie; for tho) Aurelia was a 
charming young Creature, that loved him to et 
on, Dorante could never be happy, unleſs, he enjoy 

that for which he had courted her; it was nota Wiſe, 


but Money, hewanted : When Six Months were ex- 


pired, and yet no News come, his Fears would often 
when he was reflecting on the Stubbornneſs and Bruta- 
lity of the Father, ſuſpect that which was the real 
Cauſe ; hat hen again he conſidered Aurelia s being 
an only Child, the great Wealth of the Father, and the 
Fondneſs of the Mother, he could not hut think that 
tho* their Anger might laſt for Nine or Ten Months, 
ſince hat was done could not be revoked, they would 
be reconciled at the end, and conſequently, that his 
Fortune was cſtabliſh'd for ever. From the firſt Day 
he was come to Jreland he took up with the. fame 
Trade he had followed before, and being yet unknown 
as to his Character, it turn d to better Account than it 
had done of late in EAgland. As to Aurelia, Dorante 
had fo many winning Ways, where he deſign'd to 
pleaſe, and had ſo entirely gain'd her Heart, thar all 
her Joys and Wiſhes only centi ing in her Husband, 
and herſelf wanting for nothing, lde lived, very con- 
rentedly, for ſome Time. Many People had been em- 
ployed about her Father, every Thing had been tried 
to ſoften, his Heart, and nothing had been neglected 
that was moving: But when Dor ante ſaw, that after 
a Trial of Two Years, neither Letters nor Friends could 
get any Acceſs to him, and that, as 1 have, told you, 
he would never ſo much as hear any Thing. in his 
Daughter's Bebaif, then he began to Deſpair, and re- 
pent of his Bargain. Hitherto they had lived tolera- 
bly well, and Dorante had play d the kind Husband, at 
leaſt in ouxward Shew., bur now he began to be ſurly, 
every. Thing offended, him at Home, and all the fond 
Love and Submiſſiveneſs of Aurelia, could hardly 
keep him from being miſchievous; he would not bane 
| 2 en 
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moycd, laying hold of her Neck, and '(taring in ber 
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been fo bad if his Harveſt had continued; but after 
he had been an Year and a half in Ireland he began to be 


ſuſpected; and an ill Report being once ſpread of him, 


as the Place was ſmaller, ſo he became in a little time 
more notoxious where he was, than ever he had been 
whence he came. They had one Child, and Aurelia 
was ready to Lye-in of anorher, the Charges encreaſed, 
and his Pay as Captain could not maintain himſelf and 
his Family, tho' he forgot nothing, of whar by falſe 
Muſters, or robbing of his Men, could beſqueez'd out 
of the Company. Dorante, who ever finc&he had fol- 
lowed his Infamous Courſes, had loved nothing, bur 
for his own Sake. nor valued any Thing at a higher 
Price than the Money he could make of ir would 
come to; as ſoon as his Wife, who had been brought 
to Bed of a Girl, got up again, threw his Eyes on her 
Beauty, and was reſolved, if one Way he could not 
get Money with her, be would have it another: When 
Caſh grew low at firſt, he had, the better ro ſupport his 
Extravagancies abroad, pinched his Wife's uſual Al- 
lowance, and ſtinted the Family at Home: But no 
ſooner was this Helliſn Project framed, bur to carry | 
on his Deſign, he preſently not only allow'd her more, 
bur likewiſe alrer'd his Humour, bought her new 
Cloaths, and treated her again as civilly as ever. The 
r Woman raviſh'd to ſee this Change, ſhew'd her 

oy and Satistaction with all the endearing Expreſſions 
that Lore or Gratitude copld invent. One Day talk- 
ing by themſelves, after a diverting Diſcourſe; he ſmi- 
lingly lookt upon her with great Attention, eom- 
mended her Face, and in a Lover's Phraſe, taking no- 
rice of every particular Grace and Feature that was 
handſome in it, he kiſſed her, and putting her in mind 
of ſeveral Pleaſures paſt, repeated with a great deal 
ot Mirth ſome agreeable Paſſages, at the Remembrance 
of which ſhe could not forbear bluſhing; when the 
Blood had rainted her Cheeks, and he thought her 


Eyes, 
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Eyes, My Dear Aurelia, ſays he, rhou haſt Charms 
enough to be the Miſtreſs of a King ;, and in the ſame 
Breath extolling the Generoſity of a Perſon of the Pirſt 
Quality, that was noted for Lewdneſs and Inconſtancy, 
told her his Fortune was made if ſhe would not op- 
poſe it. Aurelia, who never had one Single Thought 
that had roved from Dorunte ſince ſhe had ſeen him 
firft, being as much in Love with him as ever, neither 
minded what Man he prais'd, nor the Infernal Plot he 
was contriving againſt her Honour ; and thinking no- 
thing was couch'd under his Words but ſome Kind 
Pretty Turn of Vertuous Love, remain'd in the ſame 
Poſture, and reply'd, looking with all the Kindneſs 
| the was capable of, Can my Dorante doubt of being 
happy when ever it ſhall be in his Aurelia's Power 
to make him ſo? He bid her be as good as her Pro- 
miſe, and after tzw Words more went our, and left her 
extraordinary well pleas'd with having ſeen her Huſ- 
band in ſo Contented and Loving a Humour, In the 
Evening he came back, and carried her to the Play, 
where ſeeing the Nobleman he ſpoke of, he dwelled a 
long while on his Wir, and other Good Qualities. For 
Three or Four Days he hardly left her an Hour, and 
continued giving her all the Pleaſure he could tbink 
of; bur the Subſtance of all the Diſcourſe he entertain'd 
her with was a Panegyrick upon all Manner of Vice 
and Profaneneſs, ridiculing the Sinfulneſs of Adult 

and Unlawful Love; preaching up for all Obſcenity, 
and making uſe of the ſame Arguments, as if he had been 
debauching another Man's Wife : Herold her how little 
he could ever be guilty of Jealoufie; and that Friends 
might be communicative in every Thing; that it muſt 
be a great Churl, or a Fool, that ſhould like his own 
Garden the worſe becauſe another had been there, the? 
he had robb'd it of norhing, nor left ſo much as a Foot- 
ſtep behind him : As for his Part, he rbought no more 
Harm in it than in drinking with a Man out of the 
ſame Cup. Aurelia was but young, for tho by. this 
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Time ſhe had Two Children, ſhe was not Nineteen yet; 
and being thus prepated, was brought to the Perſon her 
Husband had promis'd her to. Dorante, who was 
with her, had order'd her not to be ſtarch'd, but, me 
and free, and appear as gay as ſhe could, andafter ha- 
ving ſtaid a little while, pretending he was ſent for 
upon an Extraordinary Occaſion, he withdrew, and 
leſt her, promiſing to come again preſently; but re- 
turn'd not till it was late, and Time to go Home. 
The Company parted, and in a Month's time the Gal - 
lant had often the ſame Opportunity of Aurelia's Con. 
verſation by her Husband's procuring.eShe had a good 
Voice, and danced very well ; and his Lordſhip, who 
had liked her more than any he knew when he had 
only ſeen her, now charmed likewiſe with her Com- 
pany, began really to love her. His Coprtſhip was very 
trouble ſome to Aurelia; ſhe ſhewed her Husband that 
it was not without ReluQancy whenever ſhe was for- 
ced to ſee him; Dorante telling her that he would not 
for the World diſoblige him, ſhe ſutter'd him to ſay 
what he pleas'd, and gave it a hearing: But both the 
Spark and the Husband ſceing they could gain no 
Ground on her, the latter one Day tefolv'd to try more 
effectual Means, and promiſing his Lordſhip that he 
ſhould be ſatisfied, defir'd him to come to his Houſe the 
next Morning early. Now, Antonia, ſomerhing follows 
that is not ſo very proper for Virgins to hear. 

Ant. Why nor, Aunt, as long as there is Nobody 
here bur you and I ? | | 
Luc. Then l'll ſtudy to wrap it up as well as I can, 
but I would rather drink Coffee firſt before I go on 
any-further. * 112 

Ant. Pray, Aunt, let us taſte of that Fine Choco- 
late that was ſent you Yeſterday. 

Luc. That is not good for you. | | 
Ant. Lou told me often that nothing which is whole- 
ſome is bad for People in Health, and 1 am very well. 

Luc. You may do it for your lf then, for I will 
drink Coffee. THE 
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THE FOURTH 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


Lucinda and Antonia. 


Lucinda, On't be ſo eager, let me empty my 
2 Mouth firſt. 5 
N Antonia. | ſaid when you have done, 
unt. | 
Luc. Well, you know where I left oft. That 
ſame Night Dorante came Home drunk; and 
being then always very abuſive, he upbraided his 
Wife with her running away from a Father, 
killing a Mother, and ruining a Husband ; rail. 
ing at her as long as his Tongue could wag, till 
he dropp'd aſleep, Next Morning as ſoon as he 
open d his Eyes, looking on her with a Stern 
Countenance, he told ber, Laſt Night, Awre- 
lia, I ſuppoſe I rav'd, but now Ill be very 
ſerious : There is nothing in this World more 
ſcandalous than to be without Money; C . 
4 


(55 
had thought that I ſhould have had none with 
you | would never have married you. This 
has been a great Diſappointment to me, yer I 1 
have not valu'd it as long as I could procure. 
a Plenty by my own. Induſtry 4 it has coſt me. 
above Three Thouſand Pound fince J have had 
you; as you have had your Share in the Spend- 
ing, what can be more reaſonable, fince the 
Getting any more my Way is impraQticable, 
than that you ſhould likewiſe endeavour to 
do ſomerbing for your Living, when I ſhew 
you that the Method is as Tate as it is eaſie. 
A Nobleman, from whom I expe& every 
Thing, Sighs for you, and Adores you. a Huſ- 
band defires you to be Yeilding and Complaiſant; 
yet you remain Obſtinate and Ill-· natur'd, to hin- 
der the Felicity of both. I have given you 
Hints enough, by which you mighthave underſtood 
my Pleaſure: Would you have me to be more plain? 
Let him lie with you, and you'll oblige me: If 
not, I can keep you no longer; turn out with 
your Brats. The Pretences I hear under which you 
cover your Ill manners are Vertue, and your 
Love to your Husband : Ought you not to Bluſh 
ar ſuch Frivolous Excuſes? How often have I 
told you, that there is no Intrinfick Worth in 
any Thing but Money; this is the Standard, 
without which no Value can be ſer upon any 
Thing: It is in the World, what a Figure is 
in Arithmetick, the only Thing that ſtandin 
by itſelf has any Signification ; to which a 
the Virtues and Good Qualities are meer 
Cyphers, that are never to be uſed but to ad- 
vance the Figure, always taking Care to poſt- 
pone em, if you would make him a 
| 4 


that will get us „ſhew itz bur as fot bare 
have wrong'd their Judgment to ſhew their 

muſt own, that ir's worth nothing 3 for telling us 
that it is its own reward, is as much as if they 
would ſay be Virtuous as long as you live, and 
you'll get nothing but yout labour for your pains, 
The next, that your Love to me ſhould be the 
reaſon of your denial, is a Contradiction, for it 
is impoſſible that any one asked to do a kindneſs, 
ſhould refuſe it for the love of him that deſires to 


cial : Your Youth, and want of Conſideration, 
may miſtake it for Love, Aurelia, but it is only 
your being beſotted to a thing, you have been 
uſed too; as ſome Babes are on of theit own 
Bubby, tho? it be never ſo good for em to change 
their Milk: Have you never ſeen them, when 
they are put to a ſtrange Breaſt, how they'll 
ſcratch and tear, cry their lirtle Hearts out, and' 
rather Starve, than draw it? This is your Caſe 
exactly, and there is as much Wit in the one as 
there is in the other. You ate Juſt like the Chil- 
dren, that can play a hundred pretty Tricks, if 
they an ; when you are alone with them, 
they'll act them over and over again, till you 
are tired; but to oblige and divert your Ftien 


their Breech; and inſtead of doing as you bid 
'em, they'll run into a Corner to hide their 
Faces, and pray what is the reaſon? the ſame 
as yours, forſooth they are aſhamed; prithee 
leave being ſo Childiſn, and conſider you are 
a Woman, and have * Children of your 

— On. 


have it done, and to whom it will prove beneſi- 
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and thetefore if you eſſed of any Virtue,” 
oney 
Virtue, the very Moraliſts, that in ors, 7 | 
3 


d 
you ſhan't make em ſhew one, tho you kiſsd 


(66) tay 
own. Whilſt this damnable Doctrine was broach- 
ing, a Servant opened the Door, and told him 
LO .., 5. was below. Darante, bid her 
defire him to walk up, and ſhew him into the 
Dreſſing-Room, and when ſhe was gone, ſqueez- 
ing his Wife by the Hand, he told her, you 
once ſaid, I needed not doubt of being happy, 
if you could make me ſo, now is the time, 
ſhew it, adding theſe Words, while he {lipr 
on his Night-Gown; and if your Conſcience 
ſo fooliſhly Scrupulous, as to boggle at Sin, 
there is no occaſion of committing any, unleſs 
you have a mind to it; for it being an Act of 
the Soul, it is in your power to prevent it, by 
having no Luſtful Thoughts : Let him do what 
he pleaſes, and you think what you will: At 
the latter end of this Sentence, he jump'd 
out of Bed, and after he had let the Noble- 
man into the Chamber, pointing to his Wife, 
ſaid, there lyes a Fooliſh Carrion, that has been 
Crying this half Hour, and I can't tell you 
for what; She's very tickliſh under the ſhort 
Ribs, I wiſh your Lordſhip would try if you 
care make her Laugh; then without ſtaying 
for any Anſwer, went out the ſame Door the 
Nobleman was come in at, and immediately 
Lock'd it after him. 144. u e 

An. Execrable Villain! I dare not ask what 
befel Aurelia; for I can gueſs too well. 

Luc. You may be miſtaken'; Aurelia, when 
her Husband began to talk to her firſt, heark- 
ned to him very - attentively, till becoming as 
he call'd it, more plain with her, ſhe ſaw 
that there was no room left to doubt of his 
Damnable meaning; and then ſhe was ſo 


Over- 


9) 


overwhelmd with O at the Thoughts of 
the unheard of Treachery, of the Man' ſhe 
Lov'd' with ſuelf à violent Aon, ſhe was 
not able to utter à word; "bar, the Feats 
not dropping, but flowing tom her Eyes 
Streams, wept iv wa, ſobbing and bd 

t 


ing her Hands; with be Si os ofa pro- 
found and Tea Sorrow; | that Man but 
Dorante, would have bad Cotpaflion of her. 
When ber Husband had Locked the Door, 
whilſt' the Gallant was ea = coming to the 
Bed-fide, proteſting that he Loved” her as he 
did his Soul, and defigned a no more harm. 
than he did to himſelf, ſhe had 5 t her 
ſelf up in the Bed - cloaths, as, well. 2 the 
time would perpit; and às he took her in 
one Arm, and end eavoured to get his "ny 
Hand between her ſelf atid the Sheet, ſhe ma dg. 
a very Vigorous Defence : For tho ſhe coul 
not hinder him from often Kiſſing, not only 
bee Face, but ſeveral _ parts of her Body, 
as by the Strugling they became to be bare; 
yet by her Meſs in ſhifting her Poſture, 
and employing his Hands fo well with her 
own, they could never attain to rhe Liberty 
they chiefly ftrove for: She neither made great 
Noiſe, Bit or Scratch'd, but appear'd ſo re- 
ſolute, and her Reſiſtance was made with fo 
much eagerneſs, and in ſuch good earneſt, that 
the Amotons''Spark, ſeeing there was north 
to be done without breakin her Hands, 14 
coming to dot nrig ht Brutiſh Force, and 
ing 'ptetty well fired: let go his hold, and 
came to perfwafions: Aurelia not flip ng 
opportunity,” got with * Hand a 
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(6) 
over her Head, whilſt ſhe ſnatch*d up her Gown 
with the other; and throwing, it about her, 
Aung her ſelf with all the Strength ſhe had, 
to the other fide of the Bed, and from thence 
upon the Floor. His Lordſhip either not wil- 
ling to, come to a greater Extremity, or per- 
haps not finding himſelf in a Condition of 
going through the Fatigues of a Rape, offered 
no further Violence; but told her, he was ſorry 
to ſee her in ſuch a Fright; that ſhe might 
aſſure her felf, he had only been in Jeſt; and 
would never pretend to do any thing againſt 
her Will, with abundance more of ſuch ſtuff , 
which ſhe neither believed, nor replied to; 
and having had time enough to put on as 
much of her Cloaths, as was neceſſary to cover 
her, ſhe got up and went to the Door ; but 

ding it Lock'd, and hearing her Husband 

inging in the other Room, ſhe threw her 
ſelf into the next Chair, fell again into ſuch 
an Agony of Crying, and lamented her mile- 
Table forlorn Condition, with ſuc Mournful 
and Heart- breaking Expreſſions, that the Noble - 
man began to be moved himſelf; and wiping 
off her Tears, did what he could to a ppeaſe 
her, nor without Concern. Aurelia looking 
upon him, as he ſtood before her, and hoping 
he. tag found ſome figns of pity in his Face, 
| her ſelf at his Feet, and  imploring his 
Mercy with ſo much fervency, putting him in 
mind of his Birth, and conjuring him as he 
was 4 Generous Man, not to make uſe of an 
advantage gain'd by the Baſeneſs of an unnan 
ral Husband ; that what ſhe did, found ſo muc 
Ingreſſion, that he raiſed her from the G 

| a 
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and ald, Pardon the Injuries Madam I have 

done ye, and T'll offend no more: In the mean 

time he knocked with his Foot againſt the Door, 
Cheek 


which was almoſt as ſoon opened, then bidding 
her adieu, he Kiſs'd her , and told her 
ſhe deſerved a better Fate; and going down 
Stairs, without ſo much as looking upon her 
Husband, went away. Dorante amazed at his 
Behaviour, and tbe Words he ſpoke, could not 
tell what Conſtruction to put on their parting 
fo good Friends: But his Wife falling down at 
his Feet, and in pitiful - moan complaining of 
his Cruelty, in proſtituting her Honour, which a 
Stranger had ſpared, he quickly underſtood, that 
his Plot had miſcarried, and not being in a Hu- 
mour of giving her an Anſwer, or hearing an) 

more, as ſhe was holding one of his Knees, he 
ſhook her off in Anger, and went out. After 
this, finding her altogether uſeleſs for his pur- 


—5 he ſeldom ſpoke te her, when he was 


„but when he came home otherwiſe, ſhe 
as ſeldom ſcaped being Beaten ; he would have 
turn'd her out of Doors, but knowing his Cha- 
racter to be very Bad, and fearing to make it 
worſe, he let her alone; contenting himſelf 
with ſelling my thing, ſhe had, that was 
of Value. Whilſt Dorante was leading this 
Life, his Mother, to whom he never had 
Writ fince he left her, came to Town, on 
purpoſe to ſee him: She had been told ſome 
Years before, that her Son Lived very Great 
in England, and now hearing by chanee, that 
he was in Dublix, ſhe did not queſtion, but 
that he did the ſame. The Son received her 
very Coldly, which * Old Woman perceive- 

3 ing, 


(79) 
ing, wiſhed, he had ſaved ber ſelf a Jour- 
ney. Bak; 28 as Dorante Was men , daily contri- 
ving, Which way he : ſhoy 177 18 his 
Wife and Children, ſo after being info 
that his Mother could ſpare him no N ha 
which I think was the ſecond Queſtion he 

Aten, er, he thought fit to conſult her about 
1 air: When the Mother was acquaint- 
ed with his Circumſtances, and had eard, 
how he came. by his Wi 85 that her Father 
Was Alive yet, and ſo very Rich; fhe bla» 
med her Son mightily, for treating her ill, 
which every Body in the Houſe could not but 
{ce-: Having conſidered every thing, her Ad- 
Yice was, if he could be contented to Live 
in the Country, That having ſold. his Houſhold 
J he ſhould carry his Wife and Chil- 

en to her Houſe ; and a, Captain's Pay, 
with what ſhe had, would maintain them all 
of plentifully. Nerante,.; who had a Mor- 
Averſion to - a. Country. Life, being: always 

9 Noiſe, and Great Compapy, thought 
ath to be i in a place, where there ſhould be 
Gaming, and could by no, means . reſolve 

72 But coyſidering, how much he was 
in Debr, and that to Live much longer as he 
had done, was; an utter impoſhþility, ; at laſt 
Dip & 1 955 of of- 9 He was a Man of 
[patchy an Gods y found, a Chap-Man that 

S. a8, they, ood, Which being 

ee hg; turn d all into ready Money,; 
— he Sf his Mother, his Wife and Chil- 
the U with a Son or Woe: Nene all into 


ountr ge den a 
þ wy 4. Whilſt 
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An. © Whilſt they are upon the Road, 1 
muſt beg leave Aunt,” to ask ye a Queſtion 
or two. | q 3 7 7 
Luc. Half a Dozen if you pleaſG. 
An. I am much Charm'd with Aurelias 
Fidelity to fo undeſerving a Wretch ; but how 
ſhe became to be Miſtriſs of ſo much Good- 
neſs, my thinks is ſomething Myſterious : 
She was very vainly brought up, her Father 
was an Ignorant Mechanick, Paſſionate Miſer 
her Mother a filly Imprudent Woman; an 
ſhe wanted that Grave Council, and wholeſome 
Advice, which; as you ſay, is much oftner, 
and more Effectually given, by an 'Under- 
ſtand ing Sober Relation at Home, than by a 
Miſtriſs at a Boarding School among Fidlers 
and Dancers. For how little Skill ſhe had 
in Governing of her Self, and what Notions 
of the Duty, ſhe owed her Parents, is very ma- 
nifeſt from what ſhe did. She falls in Love 
with a Man at firſt fight, which for ought 
ſhe knew, might have been Dumb, anſwers 
his firſt Letter, and owns her Inclinations to 
him: Her Father raves at the diſcovery of 
her Paſhon, but notwithſtanding the ſeverity 
of his Anger, as ſoon as ſhe is able, both 
againſt the Conſent of an Obſtinare Brutiſn 
Father, and without the Knowledge of a ſoft 
Indulgent Mother, runs away with him, leaves 
her Friends an Country, and follows his For- 
tunes wherever he 2 without having the 
leaſt Certainty of who, or what he was. 
This was the ſmall Stock of Prudence with: - 
which ſhe fet out. After this, ſhe is deli- 
vered Body and Soul, into the Hands of a 
= | F 4 wheed- 


(72) 

Wheedlipg, Atheiſtical Husband, that with 
all the Cunning ' imaginable, does his utmoſt 
ro infuſe his Wicked Abominable Principles 
into her; and acting the Devils own Caſuiſt, 
endeayours to reaſon her into Hell. | | 
Lc. You are in a Paſhon Niece, 
An. I beg your pardon for my heat, I can't 
think calmly on the Diabolical Doctrine of 
2 Raſcal, the Solliciter General of Satan: 
But I fay Aunt, confidering firſt the weakneſs 
and want of Diſcretion of the Woman, and 
terwards the Tutor, ſhe had, and the Love ſhe 
e him, is it not ſtrange, that ſhe ſhould 
not only not ſwallow his Notions, - but like- 
wile ſo brayely withſtand all the Tempta- 
tions of a Nobleman*s Courtſhip, approved 
of, and encouraged by her Husband ? and in 
ſhort, be ſo ezemplary Virtuous, as rather to 
incurr the utmoſt Diſpleaſure of a Husband 
ſhe Lov'd to Madneſs, be Poor, abuſed and 
ſtript, than by being. icious to pleaſe him, 
and live high in the VVorld > Pray how came 
Aurelia to be ſuch a Saint? 

Luc. Is this all the Scruples yau have? 

An. No Aunt, there's another: I can't ima: 
gine, Conſideing, what plain Demonſtrati- 
ons Dorante gave all along of his Intentions, 
how ſhe could be ſo Silly, as not to perceive, 
that he defigned to make her a Proſtitute to 
that Nobleman for Lucre, and ſeem fo much 
2 Stranger to his meaning, to the very Mo- 
ment he explained it to her in that roug 
manner. | | 1 
p95 I ſhall folve both your Doubts at ance, 
and am very glad that yoy haye giyen mo 


” 


n 
this Opportunity of telling ye ſomething, that 
may be Inſtructive to ye. All is not Gold 
that gliſters; many things are done daily; 
for which People are exroll'd to the Skies, 
that at the ſame time, 'tho* the Actions are 
Good, would be + blamed as highly; if the 
Principle from which they acted, and the 
Motive that firſt edg'd them on, were through- 
ly known. When People ate too Lazy, or 
earful to undertake any thing, they are ptai- 
ſed for being Contented ; and the Effects of 
Avarice are often called Temperance and S0- 
briety. I know two Married People that 
ſeem to be very Loving, and never diſpleaſed 
with one another, and indeed they Live ſo 
well, that they are thought a very hap 
Couple: But you would hardly gueſs at 
Reaſon of all this. | FRE! Mea 

An. Without doubt they are both very Good 
Humour'd. | N 

L. Juſt the Reverſe, for their preſent Uni- 
on is owing to no other Cauſe, than their 
being both Devils alike. rene 

. 

. en t came together, they 
Fell out, and Fought every Day like Dogs 
and Cats, and did one another abundance of 
Miſchiet. But as every one feels his own 
Hurt _ ſo 11 perceiying the — Conveni- 
ences they got by every Quarrel, bei aal- 
ly March'd, they became ſo W os to 
another, that at laſt they lived Peaceably, in 
Dread only of N one anothers Anger. 
This I told ye, becauſe I ſuſpected you would 


* 


make the ſame miſtake here, as you have 
done 


„ f 
_done in Wn Action of Aurelia; where you 
aſcribe, that to her Vittue which proceeded 
Rom nothing, but her Superlative Love to 
Dorante: He was Quality, Riches, Honour, 
he was every thing to her; ſhe doated upon 
him ſo exceſſively, that ſhe; thought there 
was no Bliſs without him; and neither deſired 
nor knew, any other Felicity, than what ſhe 
enjoy'd in his Company: Do but mind, what 
the Conſequence muſt be of ſuch an extra- 
ordinary Paſſion, and you'll find, that ſhe 
might . have withſtood much -greater Tempta- 
tions, than ever ſhe: lay under, without being 
a Saint, as you call her: It it had been a 
Principle of Vertue ſhe acted by, ſhe would 
have let him know, that ſhe diflik'd the Hhor- 
rid Doctrine, which he Preach'd to her; but 
ſhe never ſo much as ſhewed her ſelf of ano- 
ther Opinion: All, what came from him, was 
diverting and pleaſing to her, without evet 
Conſulting the Morality, or Immorality of 
what he laid or did, if be appeared but Gay 
and Good Humour'd. As to your other doubt, 
how ſhe came not to find out his Deſign 
before he told it her ſo openly, the ſame 
Fare of Love anſwers all; ſhe knew, how 
little ſhe could bave parted with him to any 
other Woman, and meaſuring his Love by 
her own, how ſhould ſhe think that he in- 
tended to make 2a Whore of her? Thar he 
carried her into this Noblemans Company, 
often left em together, and ordered her to 
be Merry, and not diſoblige him; by being 
Starch'd, was always conlirued in Dorarte's 
Favour :; She call'd it the great Confidence 


her 
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(75) 
Husband put in her, to truſt bergan 
Man of ill Repute among Women: She ſuf- 
fered his Gallantry , becauſe ſhe thought her 
Husband had ſome end in it, which ſhe never 
examined into; and really Dorante had ſuch 
an Aſcendant over her, he might have, mad 

her do any. thing, and perhaps as Sinful. as 
that ; as long as it was not inconſiſtent” with 
her Love: No Body commits a Sin far the 
ſake of its being a Sin. arent Ned 

An. I thought, that when People were once 
Debauched in their Principles of Good and 
Evil, they would ſoon fall into all manner of 
Wickedneſs. Rag erer 

Luc. That's true, if it be a Wickedneſs 
that ſuits with her Inclinations, but nor elſe: 
It won't make a Coward Kill a Man in a 
Duel, or. one that is of a Jovial Temper, 
and has the World at Will, if he meets 
with a croſs Accident, Hang himſelf 3 


: 
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yet they are both very great Sins. 80. t 
upon the whole, I ſee nothing, that can 
called a Vertue; unleſs you think that a great 
one, That a Woman in the greateſt AMittion 
that can be deſcribed, refuſes a Man that come 
to Raviſh her, whilſt her Husband is in th 
R 7 
An. No, I believe to Act that latter part, 
there was no great Occaſion for Vertuęe nor 
for Love neither. bo: 154 
Luc. Then Antonia, your Queſtions bein 
anſwered, let me give ye a warning again 
ſo unaccquntable Paſſion, from your own Ob- 
ſervation ; Take care, and never harbour it 
within your Breaſt; for how can any thin 


be 


* 
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nt 
be truſted to, that makes People ſeem. to be 
Virtuous, and yet commit thoſe: Faults and 
Extravagancies which Aurelia was guilty of, 
and your ſelf has ſo conciſely rehearſed. 

An. I thank ye Aunt, and Ill take all the 
care I can, at leaſt of not making my ſelf 
Ridiculous: But if you pleaſe, I ſhall be glad 
now to hear, how Aurelia was treated at 
her Mother-in-Lawss 
Luc. At their firſt coming down, they a- 
greed tollerably well; Dorante by his Mothers 
Perſwaſions, ſhew'd her a better Countenance; 
but having none of his Diverſions left him, 
but Racing and Hunting, he was always on 
Horſe-back; and not being able to ſtay long 
near Home, where he had no Body to Con- 
verſe with but the Family, he had not been 
there a Menth, but he took a Man, and a 
couple of Horſes, and went roving trom one 
Town to another, without any Defign. And 
whilſt thus in queſt of Good, Company, he 
ſpent his Money about the ' Country , ſeldom 
negleCting to take any Pleaſure he could meet 
with ; his Wife having nothing, but what his 
Mother thought fit to give her, took all her 
Delight in her Children: She had a Boy, that 
could run alone, - and a Girl, which 1s the 
Daughter, ſhe has, and was then a Child in 
Arms. When Dorante was weary of Ramb- 
ling up and down, he came Home again with 
the Purſe much lighter than when he went : 
In his Travels he had met with an Ancient 
Gentleman, that was willing to Lend ſome 
Money upon Land Security; this run ver) 
much in his Head, he had nothing more * 

| is 
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his own. that could be Mortgaged, but could 
not forbear thinking of his Mothers Jointure. 
Having framed a Formal Story, he accoſts the 
Old Woman, told her how unpleaſant it was 
to him to be Idle ac home, and to think 
what his Children would come to, when he 
ſhould Die; that he was but a Young Man 
indeed, and in the Flower of his Age; but 
that therefore it was a ſhame, that he ſhould 
ſpend his Youth in doing of nothing, when 
at the ſame time, no Body knew, how to 
get Money better than himſelf ; and ſuddenly 
throwing all the Fault upon his Marrying, he 
raild at his Wife. The Mother not know- 
ing his Deſign, replied, that ſhe wy thought 
it great pitty he ever left England, becauſe 
ſhe had heard he fared ſo well there; he 
told her, that if he was there yet, with on- 
ly Five Hundred Pounds in his Pocket, he 
would not queſtion but to make it Ten Thou- 
fand in two or three Years time. The Old 
Woman anſwering, that ſhe wiſh'd, he had 
it with all her Heart, he ſaid it was in her 
Power to help him to it, if ſhe would but 
conſent that he might take it upon the E- 
{tate where they Lived : If ſhe pleaſed to do 
that, he would go only by himſelf, leave his 
Wife and Children with her, and order it 
ſo, that ſhe ſhould have his Pay ſent her 
Quarterly; and if ſhe took Pleaſure in ſpend- 
ing more Money, in a few- Months he ſhould 
be able to Furniſh her with what ſhe plea- 
ſed : He was ſo great a Maſter in the Art 
of Wheedling, chat at laſt he perſwaded the 
Old Woman, and having her Conſent, he took 
016 | what 


7. 
what he could get upon the Eſtate; which 
* was 50 or 60 J. above the Sum he 


d mentioned. And his Pockets being Lined, 
which always made him Good Humour d, he 


took his leave of his Wife as civilly, as of 
the reſt, and went for England: And being 
come there, he had ſeveral good Hits in a 
little time; from which being taught, that a 
little abſence now and then, was very bene: 
ficial to a Man of his Buſineſs, he reſolved 
never to ſtay above four or five Months in 
a place: From London he went to Tork, thence 
to Cheſter, and ſo back to Dublin; then af 
ter 3 or 4 Months, to England again, and fo 
continuing the ſame Courſe over and over, he 
Tan his Wicked Race; ſometimes with much, 
ſometimes with little Money; but always as 
Laviſh in Spending, as he was Covetous in 
Getting it: till at laſt, about five Years at- 
ter he had carried his Family to his Mo- 
thers, he was ſtopt in his Villanous Carreer. 
Ax. But you have told me nothing of 
what Aurelia did all that Five Years time: 
Did ſhe never ſee Dorente fince he went a- 
way with the Money he raiſed on his Mo- 
thers Jointure ? | * e 
Luc. Yes ſeveral times; for he never came 
to Ireland, but he ſpent a Fortnight or three 
Weeks at her Houſe, diverting himſelf with 
Hunting in the Day time, and Drinking at 
Night. As for Aurelia, when her Husband 
was gone, his Mother led her a weary Life; 
for ſeeing ſhe underſtood all manner of Needle- 
Work very well, ſhe plagued her about ſome- 
thing or other every Day, and kept her © 

con- 
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continually employed, that She had hardly 
time to do any thing for her Children, or her 
ſelt. Dorante*s. Siſter, who had been Mar- 
ried before ever he was of Age had been a 
Widow above two Years, and left very Poor 
with one Child, that was about three Years 
Old when Aurelia came there; the Mother 
had been forced to take her and her Boy in 
again, or ſhe muſt have ſtatved. She was a 
great Slattern, and as Lazy as any lriſb Vo- 
man whatever; the Mother allowed her more 
than her Daughter-in-Lawy yet, tho? ſhe had 
but one Child, and the other two, Aurelia's 
Children were always Kept 'Cleaner, and 
look'd tighter than her one: The Old Wo- 
man would ſometimes take notice of it to 
her own Daughter, who, beſides that ſhe al- 
ways had been brought up in the Country, 
and Learn'd but little, had ſuch an Antipathy 
againſt all manner of Work, that the very 
ame of it. would throw her into a Sweat: 
She was ſo Malicious, and ill contrived 4 
piece of Fleſh, that when her Mother found 
fault with any thing about her ſelf, or her 
Child, and bid her mind, how Aurelia did 
ſuch a thing, ſhe never fail'd of being Re- 
venged upon her Siſter, or her Children for 
it. The firſt commonly that ſhe vented her 
Spleen againſt, was Axrelia's little Son, which 
was the Mothers Darling ; ſhe would either 
puſh him down, give him à private Pinch; 
or {et her own Boy on to take away his 
Play- things; aud if that would not make him 
Cry, as he was a very good Humour'd Child, 
ſpill half a Pot of Beer upon him, under 
pretence 
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pretence of giving him to Drink; throw Wa. 
ter in his Pace cram ſome Naſtine&, or 
Cheeſe in his Mouth, which he hated z and 
never leave Teazing the poor Boy, till ſhe ſet 
him a roaring. ſometimes Aurelia ſpoke 
the leaſt Word againſt either the Siſter, or 
her Son, then  pteſently the Mother was 
fetched, who ſhould give her a hundred for 
it, call her Proud Minx, young Sawcy Slut; 
what had ſhe to meddle with her Daughter, 
and with her Grand-Child ? why did ſhe not 
go to England, and fetch her great Portion 
with a Murrain to her? And the whole Fa- 
mily being all Lid, all Envied Aurelia for 
her Cleanſineſs, and always being Neater than 
they. If at any time ſhe was Ironing or 
Starching any. thing, her Back was not turn'd, 


but either the one ſhould be Smutted, or the 


other be Tumbled, and turn'd to a Wiſp, or 
trod under Foot. This was a Vexatious thing 
to a young Woman, that had been brought 
up as ſhe was. 

An. I dont know, what it was to her, but 
ſuch things would have made me extream 
„C 3 
Luc. This was nothing yet Antonia, and 
only in the beginning; this was no more 
than what every Woman in her Circumſtan- 
ces ought to have expetted, from a Mother 
and Siſter in Law in the ſame Houſe ; She 
had other Trials to exerciſe her / Patience: 
When the News came that Awre/ia's Father 
was Dead, and that by his Will the Daugb⸗ 
ter, nor her Children, were ever to be 4 
Farthing the better for him; which Doran 
4 brought 
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brought the firſt time he came back, then the 
Old Woman was Raving Mad : She had al- 
ways hoped, that early or late, ſome Good 
would come from the Old Gentleman, if nor 
to the Daughter, at leaſt to the Grand -Chil - 
dren. She had always hated Aurelia in her 
Heart, and that ſhe defired at fuſt, her Son 
to treat his Wife not ſo Inhumanly, and had 
yet been ſo little rude to her her ſelf, was 
only in conſideration of what ſhe expected 

but when this fail'd, and ſhe found her ſelf 
baulk'd beyond redreſs, ſhe was a continual 
Plague to her, and made it her buſineſs to 
ſtudy , which way to torment her. Aurelid's 
Daughter, who was now above a Year Old, 
had been ill for a great while; they had con- 
tinued to ler her Suck, becauſe they were a- 
fraid, that taking the Breaſt from her, would 
have killed her; ſhe was the very Picture of 
her Father, and the Grand-Mother loved her 
very well for his ſake; yet tho* the Child 
was ſo weak ſtill, that it could not walk a 
Step, upon theſe Tidings, the Nurſe was ſent 
away the next Day, and the Mother forced 
to Wean it, and tend it her ſelf: No Ser- 
vant in the Houſe was allowed to do any 
thing for Aurelia; what ſhe would have 
done, ſhe was obliged. to do her ſelf; which 
ofren ſhe would have been glad of, if they 
would but have let her alone : But ſhe was 
thwarted and croſſed in every thing ſhe took 
in hand: If ever ſhe had occaſion to uſe a 
Bowl, a Skiller, or any thing elſe, her Siſter 
was ſure to want it at ma ame time z and 


(82) 
if ſhe pretended to Contend about the matter, 
the Mother was called, and ſhe would ſoon 
decide, who ſhould have it. 

An. A very Miſerable Life indeed! But I 
would beg of you to acquaint me with A. 
relia*s Sentiments concerning Dorante; did her 
Love ſtill continue after that Undeniable, as 
well as Villanous proof he had given her of 
his Contempt, a little before they parted 
from Dublin? | | 

Lac. This Antonia, is one of the moſt 
remarkable Parts of her Hiſtory, and there- 
fore I would have kept it for the laſt, but 
fince ye ask me for it, I will fatisfie ye. 
The deep Sorrow in which we left her, when 
her Husband ſhook her off, laſhed no longer 
than that Day; for the ſucceeding Night 
opened her Eyes, and ſhe was roufed from 
her Lethargy of Love. Dorante was vex'd 
at his being diſappointed, and flying to the 
uſual remedy of Drowning his Cares in Cla- 
Tet, he came Home in ſuch a - Terrible Hu- 
mour, that having Knock'd down the Servant 
that © him the Door, he went up to 
his Wife, and the firſt thing he did, was 
taking the Candle, and holding it very nei 
her, under pretence of looking, whether ſhe 
was ſtill a Crying, he ſet good part of her 
Hair, and all her Head Cloaths on Fire; 
whilſt ſhe was bufie in quenching the Flame, 
he asked her touching the Nobleman's Tow: 
ſing he in the Morning, ſome very unples- 
ſing Queſtions, after a Brutiſh manner, and 
in as Naſty age as he could . 
| * ut 
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But Azre/ia not anſwering ſoon enough to 
pleaſe him, he wrapt out a great Oath, and 
Fad, he believed, ſhe was reſolved to keep 
her Tongue as cloſe as her Tail; but if ſhe 
did, he could open her Mouth, and at the 
ſame time, doubling his Fift, be gave her 
ſuch an unmerciful Blow in the Face, as 
knock'd her down backward, and made her 
Bloody all over ; then dragging her out of 
the Room by one of her Arms, all the way 
Swearing, ſhe ſhould not Lie there, he kick 

her down Stairs, ſhut his Chamber Door, a1 

went to Sleep. Aurelia being came to the 
bottom, was very much Bruiſed, but had the 
good Fortune not to break any Limb; and 
having light a Candle, went to Bed in ano- 
cher Cate z here conſidering, what was 
urg very Seriouſly, the firſt thing that awa- 
ed her from her Grief, was her Fear, (hg 
dreaded to fee Dorante again, and thought 
her ſelf in Danger of her Life: What coul 

be expected from a Husband, that having 
told her how, weary he was of her, did his 
utmoſt to have her Raviſh'd in the Morning; 
and that not ſucceeding, endeavoured at Night, 
füſt ro Burn her up Alive, and then to 
break her, N She could hardly promiſe 
her ſelf any better, but that the laſt means 
of getting rid of her, being likewiſe fail'd, he 
would Cut her Throat the next: Bur ſeveral 
things of different Natures, preſenting them: 
ſelves to her Mind, Fear was not the only 
Paſſion that diſturbed her, being very Sor 
every where, and full of Pain, when he 
17115 2 though 


. 
thought of the Hurt ſhe had received, ſhe 
forgot her Fear and grew Angry: But if ſhe 
reflected on what it was for, and by whom 
ſhe was ſo ill treated, then ſhe was ſo ama- 
zed, that ſhe could never remember whit 
ſhe thought : When the diſmal Proſpect of 
her preſent Circumſtances came to her Fancy 
her Sorrows return'd, and ſhe was ſei 

with a deep Melancholy; which would laſt, 
till looking back on her own Conduct, which 
had been the occaſion of all, ſhe ſtartled 
from ir, and fell into deſpair. She would be 
revenged of her ſelf, and thought on Death 
in ſeveral Shapes; but all appearing equally 
Frightful to her, ſhe ran Diſtracted to ſee 
thar ſhe was forced to Live. She Complain- 
ed, ſhe Curſed, ſhe Cried, ſhe Raved ; and 
in this Confuſion of ſo many Paſſions, ſhaking 
her at once, ſhe continued till late in the 
Morning. Dorante was Dreſsd and gone 
Abroad, before the Maid that waited on his 
Wife, knew that her Miftreſs had not layn 
in her own Bed that Night ; but ſeeing, ſhe 
was not there, ſhe went to look for her in 
the other Room, where ſhe found her fitting 
upright in the Bed, employed as I told ye. 
The Preſence of the Maid - wrought a very 
good Effect upon the Miſtreſs ; tor Aurelia 
being diſpleaſed at being Surpriſed in that 
Poſture by a Servant, rally'd all the Reaſon 
ſhe had, ro compoſe her Senſes : She lay down 
and rold the Maid, that ſhe had been troubled 
with a Violent Pain in her Head all Night 
long ; whether the Servant believed what her 
| : Miſtreſs 
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Miſtreſs ſaid, or thought ſomething elſe to 
be the Cauſe of her Diſorder, Aurelia could 
not tell; if ſhe had heard her Maſters Quar- 
relling the Night before, ſhe was Diſcreet 
enough, not to ſay any thing of it; but ad- 
viſing her Miſtreſs ro Reſt, never left her 
till the was faſt a Sleep; being very much 
T _ ſhe did not open her Eyes again be- 
fore Night; when her Maid, having provi- 
ded ſomething for her, againſt ſhe ſhould 
Wake, perſwaded her to take ſome Food; 
having eat a little, ſhe found her ſelf much 
Refreſh'd, and almoſt Calm within; her Face 
was Swell'd, and her Bruiſes pained her 
ſadly; but as the Soreneſs of her Body in- 
creaſed, ſo her Mind grew more Sedate : 
And having quite recovered the uſe of her 
Reaſon by the next Day, ſhe was very glad 
To ſee her Self Safe; for calling ro Mind 
the horrid Thoughts, that had run through her 
Brain, ſhe found that her Life was only ow- 
ing to her Natural Fearfulneſs, and the Maids 
coming into the Room as the did ; fince it 
could be nothing but Irreſolution, and want 
of Courage, that had hindred her from lay- 
ing Violent Hands upon her {elt. 

An. Bur I believe. Aunt, you never intend 
to tell me, whether ſhe ill Loved him, or 
not? | 

Luc. Have Patience a little Antonia, I'm 
2 going. Aurelia had ſo many different Agita- 
tions in her Soul that Night her Husband 
beat her for the firſt time; that being all 
equally Mutinous, none could be predominant 
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enough to make a great impreſſion upon her; 
and this I take to be the reaſon, that ſhe was 
ſo eafily reſtored to her Senſes : As for her 
Love, ſhe felt no more of it within two 
ig after, as if ſhe had never ſeen him be- 
ns... | | 
An. Then was it not ſucceeded by a great 
Hatred againſt him ? een een 

Lac. Not at firſt of all, as ſhe told me; 
ſhe remained the ſame, only that Folly was 
skinn'd off; which made me think, that in the 
great Fermentation of her Paſhons, as Love 
had ſtirr'd them up, fo working through them, 
ir made all the Froth ; and ae cog, 4 
great while above the reſt, was quite loſt 
when they had done Boyling over. Aurelia not 
being of a great Spirit, den her ſelf to 
her Husband, as an Humble Slave to a Cruel 
Maſter: When he had ſtruck her the ſecond 
time, ſhe began to ſtand in great Awe of 
him; her Fear made her Obſequious, and ſhe 
ſtudied not ſo much, how to pleaſe him, as to 
avoid every thing that might offend him. 
She was not ignorant of the Miſerable Condi- 
tion ſhe was in, would have willingly par- 
ted, and gone away from Dorante with all het 
Heart; but what could ſhe do with her Chil- 
dren, whom ſllie Doated on? the Thodphts 
ot her Circumſtances would often make het 
Weep, but ſhe reſolved to bear with any 
thing, rather than leave her Dear Babes. Being 
a tender ſma]l Boned Creature, of all her*Sut- 
jerings, nothing was more irkſomeę to tier 
than Dyprante's Blows z and tho the was far 
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from Striking again, the Smart of em would 
make her Angry, apd wiſh him ill; but when 
being ſo Cautious, as I told you, and doing 
not the leaſt thing, that might be taken a- 
miſs, ſhe ſaw that he was ſtill the ſame; 
and he fell upon her the third time without 
any Provocation at all; then the ſight of 
him began to be very Odious to her, which 
by the little regard, Dorante ſhew'd for her, 
and the continuance of his Abuſing her with 
out a Cauſe, was in a ſhort time ſo. much 
improv'd, that, when they went into the 
Country, ſhe Hated him almoſt as much. as 
ever ſhe had Loved him. | 1 bat 
An. I ſhould have thought, that he had 
given her a more Subſtantial Reaſon, to de- 
ſerve her Hatred the Morning before he Beat 
her, than he did ever after. 
Luc. Had I been telling you a Romance, 
I would have made uſe of Art; I know as 
well as you, Niece, what ſhould have been 
done according to their Rules. As ſoon as 
Dorante had told her his meaning, and de- 
clared himſelf. with that Impudence, I ſhould 
immediately bave turn'd her Love into Ha- 
tred : But in a true Story, we mult relate 
things as they happen. Aurelia was not 2 
Bold Bluſtering Woman; ſhe was of a meek 
and quiet Temper ; and, for this Reaſon, the 
firſt Paſſion it raited in her, was her Sorrow, 
which ſhew'd that her Love yet remain'd ; or 
elſe it would not have been ſuch an Affliction 
to her : It was not his Beating her afterwards, 
for which ſhe Hated him ſo much; but ir 
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was the Beating that Rouſed her Thoughts, 
and made her look back: The Reaſon why 
at firſt ic produced ſuch irregular Motions in 
her Brain, as to make her Mad, was, that 
then her Love was ſtill mixed with the other 
Paſſions; but when that was thrown off, you 
ſee, the ſecond Beating only made her Care- 
ful, how to prevent it for the future: She 
was not at leiſure yet, to make Serious Re- 
flections on things paſt; the Wretchedneſs of 
her preſent State rook up all her Thoughts; 
She could not keep her Eye from what was 
immediately before her; Dorante's Cruelty, 
and his Poverty were equally Frightful to 
her; for as the one Scared her with Death, 
ſo the other Threatned her with Want. Theſe 
Diſmal Proſpects employed her wholly ; ſhe 
could nor give her ſelf leave to examine, 
whether ſhe Hated him or not : Bur when 
Time had taken off great part of her Con- 
cern, and ſhe was Struck again the third 
time, which ſhe had dreaded before; then 
the Pain made her Angry, and think' on the 
Cauſe, which brought in all the reſt ; for 
being now grown acquainted with her Miſery, 
ir was not ſo preſſing, as to take up every 
Moment ' of her Time; She had more Leiſure 
to call to Mind, and Sedately Review, what 
was paſt: She now made uſe of her Reaſon, 
Examin'd the vaſt extent of her fotmer Love; 
and, Meaſuring by that, the prodigious 
height of his Ingratitude, Built her Hatred 
dn 2 %;! ͤ¶ * - FM 
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An. 1 Confeſs Aunt, what Aurelia did, 
ſeems now to me more Natural, than what 
thought at fuſt , ſhe ſhould have 


done. 
Luc. I am weary of Talking, Antonia, 
and muſt leave the remainder till another 


time. 


T 
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DIALOGUE 


LUCEND i 


AND 


ANTONIA 


ga OU have intormed me before, 
how Dorante's Mother and 
Siſter ſtood affected to Aurelia, 

after they knew the Old Gen- 
tleman's Will - But pray what Face did he 
put upon the matter, I mean the Husband, 
himſelf, that loved nothing, but Money, and 
treated her ſo Barbarouſly, before all his 
Hopes were quite extinct ? How did he be- 
have himſelf towards her, when he was aflu- 
red, that ſhe never would be worth any 
thing to him. 


Lucinda. 


(929 

Lucinda. Much as he uſed to do; but if 
there was any alteration, rather better, than 
worſe, when he was not in Drink. 


Ant. What could make his Humour change 
for the better ? | 

Luc, Tho? Dorame's Mother had always 
entertained ſome Hopes, that Aurelia s Father 
would one Day or other relent, or at leaſt 
not wholly forget his Grand-Children, as well 
as his Daughter, when he ſhould Dye; yet 
he himſelf was Wiſer > When once two Years 
were pal and Awrelia's Father had taken no 
more Notice of her, than if ſhe had been a 
Dog, and had ſo often refuſed to hear them, 
that would ſpeak in her behalf, conſidering 
his Stubborn Temper, he, thought no more 
of him. So Dorante was not diſappointed as 
to that; and his Wife, who was not Twenty 
et, when her Father Died, being a pretty 

oman, whom he had not ſeen in 9 or 10 
Months, was a Novelty to him: He was ſo 
Debauched, that he could never be without 
Women, wherever he ſtay'd; and as I told 
ye, how he divided his Years, whenever he 
was in the Country at his Mothers, where 
he could ger no Body elſe, he was glad ro 
have her; not that he ever treated her with 
the Tenderneſs, and Affection, he Counter- 
teited at firſt; but only made uſe of 
her to ſerve his Incontinence , giving her ſome- 
times a piece of Money, as being Laviſh, 
he did on the ſame Account to any Strumper 
when hg thought her Poor. 


Ant: But 


Ant. But ſuch Uſage would have been 


more dreadful 'to me, than” all his Anger, 
when, once 1 hated hin. 
Luc. It was the fame to Aurelia: for as 
her Hatred to her Husband, which, when ſhe 
came to Live with her Mother, was not yet 
of long ſtanding, in time grew more inyete- 
rare; ſo you may vell imagine, that his 
Brutifh Kindneſs at laſt was very Loathſom 
ro her: Whilft he was gone, every harſh 
Word, and every diſobliging Action, of either 
his Mother, or his Siſter, were all placed on 
his Account; and having ſo many Months to 
reflect on all the Paſſages between them, her 
Averfion to him increaſed daily; and was, 
before he came back, fully as exceſſive, as 
her former Love. She knew her Mother-in- 
Law had parted with all; that Dorante's Pay 
was the only Dependance of the whole Fa- 
mily ; and that without, ſhe was to ſeek 
Bread for her Self, and Children; yet ſuch was 
her Hate, ſhe could not forbear every time 
the faw him, to wiſh it might be the Laſt: 
She could have been contented to hear that 
he had been Stabb'd, Hangd, or Drowned, or 
that ſome unruly Horſe had 'broke his Neck, 
ſo ſhe had been troubled no more with his 
Company : She trembled whenever he came 
near her; his Breath was ſo Nauſeous to her, 
that ſhe thought his Kiſſes Baneful; and the 
Touch of Toads and Adders could be no more 
unwelcome, than his Embraces. Then Judge 
Antonia, what a Horror his Preſence was 0 
her;; fince the mildeſt part of his Behaviour 
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was no leſs Diſpleaſing to her, than the rough 
Uſage. Yet Be Fear forced het to ſubmit: 
to all; for if ever ſhe ſeemed Tardy'in 
complying with any thing he asked of her, 
ſhe' was ſure, that the time he ſhould 
be in his Cups, he would moſt Inhumanly re- 
ſent it. When Aurelia, of whom 1 have all 
what hap} 
far related, what had befallen her, I thought 
that her Hatred and Indignation to Dorame, 
were arrived to 4. higheſt Pitch, and nothit 
could make em but was _ 
when, after taving pauſed a while, 
her fay, had this all Lucinda, N 
Injurys "might have been Buried in Oblivion; 
the Tears I then ſo often ſhed, in time would 
have walſh'd away m Sorrows z and TE 
the Fault of all the ndigrities 1 boy, Fs 
the Youthful Folly of my own Love, I could 
now think on Dorante "withour! Aiſtazbance in 
my Soul; but after this, he was the Savage 
occaſion of 'a Tragical Accident , which 1 
cannot forget the longeſt Day I Live 
muſt Lament for ever. When ſhe ad is 
I ſaw her wipe her IS, and after that ſhe 
told me the Sad, Mournful Story in 
theſe very Words. g faid ſhe, - was 
come Home 'ro his Mothers for the fourth 
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time, fince he had firſt left us, when my Son 


was | . five Tears Old; he was a very 
Senfible Child, not indeed ſo Pert, and Witty: 
as ſome are; neither was be ſo Bold, 1 
have ſeen a great many; but then be 
likewife lefs Wild than | * commonly ae 
abs & » 4 2 


ned to her in Ire/and, had thus 
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never knew a Child of a 


' how often "he wiſh'd to be one for m 


ughter ds i 
Illneſs was very Froward, and afterwards 
Grand-Mother giving her more Liperty, Up | 


beſides, that che. 85. would but Seldom 
with me in the D they. wo 


ants e 3 
o ſeldom commi 

dae aer Bee 
admirable in 


Temper : But what was — 
him, was his great Solidity, 1. 
L confeſs, that I Doated on the Child, and 
as Dorante's Mother Loved my Daughter, be- 
uſe ſhe was like her Son, ſo my little Boy 
ed the worſe, becauſe he reſembled me. 


He was ſuch Charming Company to me, _ 


would ſhew. ſo much Sorrow in his Counte- 
nance, when he ſaw any of the Family do 
We en n make 8 Oh! when I 
ink on his enga Promiſes, what he would 
oh for me, when he ſhould be a M i 
Oh the Remembrance]! Lucinda, no ola- 
tions of an Orator, could ever be more obli- 

of is Pip uent, than were E Si 
a 


* ap Grief, when ua WY 
Babnten in our een Chil- 


I know *tis. wrong, to make 
Inclinations 

dren ; Parents ſhould diſtribute be {6c with 

2 Juſt, and equal hand among them; but here 

I. could not N it ; my 


I would have allowed her, grew a. 

Girl; and Saying gainꝰd ber by little „ G 
which, as I was kept, I was not able to her 
{tow ;. the Old Woman took great Delig 


wed that ſhe could draw her from meg 


Slag 


teaze me, in telling me 1 did not . 


ond his Age. 
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"-wphat it was to be a Mothef. But 


de came home late at Night in an u 
? 
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to be, where ſhe” could get nothing, was always 


dear Sober Boy, that deſpiſing their Bribes of 
Tarts, and Sweet-Meats, with which they Coax- 


ed his Siſter from me, would hardly ever 
leave me. Oh! He was a dear Lover of his 
Mother! On me he fd his Eye, and wore no 
other Looks, than ſuch, as he derived from 
mine: I never Wept, but that he Cried; and 
if at any time I ſeemed to have” forget my 
Grief, and Stniled upon him, Oh! how GI 

riouſly Serene would his Innocent Angels Fa 

appear 1 in ſaying this, ſhe would have with- 
flood het Tears; but, when I 'faw ſeveral 
drop from her unwilling Eyes, I would have 
interrupred her ; but, that Teeing, 'what I was 


Wout, ſhe hindted me by telling me: I know 


Lucinda, theſe things are tireſome to you; 
for tho? yotPre Older than I, you never knew, 
m 

Fondneſs , and I'll rranſgreſs no more; — 
chen the continued thus: Both my Children 
Lay with me a Nights; bur when Dorante 
dame, I was forced to contrive à little Bed 
Tot one of em, upon ſume Chairs; the Girl 
would not Lie by her ſelf; but my Poor Con- 
reared Boy, was willing to comply with a 
thing.” Dorunte had been with üs 16 or 1 
Days; and was to go for Dublir the next 
Merning; when, having Carouſed all Day, 
8 


mour ; coming into the Room, and, 


Sr 


% 


Heaven knows it was falſe ;. but how could ? 
ſhew ſo much Love to ber, who not 'Contented + . 
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gone to Bed, he ſets himſelf down in 2 
Chair, having Scolded at me a little whil 
for not Sitting up for him; as he was undreſ- 
ſing himſelf, he calls me to him; I dared not 
Diſobey, and would have flipt on my Gown, 
but he bid me come as I was; and landing 

in my Shift before him, he asked ſomethi 

of me, which was ſo Laſcivious, and, yy 
thought at that time, ſo diſagreeable, that, 
tho? I ſtrove to hide it, I could not forbear 
diſcovering the Reluctancy of my Mind; this 
was a heinous Crime to Dorante ; who, having 
7 me with ſeveral Inſtances of greater 
antonneſs; which, perhaps I might have been 
guilty oft in the height of my former incon- 
iderate Paſſion, at laſt Spurn'd me from him: 
I went to Bed again, and he continued Rail - 
ing, and Grumbling, as upon ſuch Occaſions 
he was uſed to do; he told me, that, the 
I loved a thing never ſo well, I would rather 
deny it to my ſelf, to vex him, than take 
the Pleaſure of it, if 1 thought it would oblige 
him. He ſaid many other things; and among the 
teſt, as he was going away the next day, he had 
2 good Mind to make me remember him till 
he came again. In every thing he ſaid or did, 
he ſhew'd himſelf Angry, and Diſpleaſed; and, 
as he was coming to Bed, in turning up the 
Cloaths, not being uſed to ſtand much upon 
Compliments with me, he flung every Rag from 
me, and left me quite Naked. My dear Boy, 
who was Awake, but had not ſpoke a Word 
yer, ſeeing this, after having heard what his Fa- 
ther ſaid, made no doubt, but he was going to 


execute. 
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execute his Threatnings; and making all the 
haſte to him, before he could get into Bed, 
took hold of his Leg, with abundance of Tears, 
entreating him not to hurt his Mother. Do- 
rente, Who had already one Foot upon the 
Bed, looking back upon the begging Poſture 
of the Child, and diſliking, he ſhould: ſhew 
ſo much Concern for me, Maliciouſly reſolved 
to Frighten him throughly ; then Staring up- 
on him with a Stern Look, what! Sirralr, 
ſaid he, would ye help your Mother againſt 
me? Come, I'll make away with your Mo- 
ther; and immediately getting from the Boy, 
he ran to his Sword, and ee it, he 
came to me ſeemingly in a great Fury: 1 
obſerv'd the Humour Dorante did it in, and 
apprehending no Danger at this time, I lay 
ſtill, and ſaid nothing to him: And the ſame 
Moment, as he was turning from me, I ſup- 
poſe, to ſee how the Boy would take it, I 
heard Dorante ſay, what ails the Boy? The 
Raſcal is making Mouths; and at the end of 
theſe Words, he ſtept into Bed, and lay down. 
Not underſtanding what Dorante meant, nor 
hearing the Boy ſay any thing to him, I look d 
up, and ſaw my Child in Fits: I did what I 
could to recover him, but one was no ſooner 
off, but he fell into another: The next Day 
Dorante went his Journey, without taking any 
Notice, either of me, or the Child. About 
the ſame time that he was taken with his firſt 
Fir, they left him the Night following; but 
then he fell into ſo Violent a Fever as car- 
ried him off the Seventh Day after. Here Au- 
relia left off, and took her leave. 
! H Ant. Theſe 
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A Thele 1 confeſs are extraordinary Af. 
flictions But in the relation of this laſt Ac- 
cident, I wonder, ſhe ſhould ſhew ſo much 
Concern + whilſt ſhe dwell'd on the Childs 
Praiſe only, and none at all, when ſhe came 
to thar Part, of which the ought to have 
been moſt Senſible: 

Luc. I don't think that ſtrange at all; it 
differs much, who the Perſon is, that tells the 
Story : She was the Mother, and S © all 
what had paſt, as ſoon as ſhe began it, 

before ſhe came to it, the Thoughts of — 
great Loſs forced the Tears from her: The 
Rehearſal, and Deſcription of his  Endearing 
Temper and Actions, was only Indulging her 
Griet; for it did nothing to the Story. 

Ant. Yet it has given me a greater Senſe 
of her Loſs, and the Sorrow it mult have 
cauſed her. 

Luc. J knew that, and therefore I aſſume 

Aurelia's Perſon, and f poke her own Words. 
Art. Bur What 1 would ask, is, why ſhe 
thould diſcover ſo little Tenderneſs, when ſhe 
ſpoke of his falling in Fits, the Fever | that 
ſucceeded them, and his Death, where 1 would 
- have moſt expected i: 
Luc. For the fame Reaſon; when ſhe was 
| 2 Re ae w_ Part, 755 latter was 7 
her z ti e thou was $ weaty 0 
heating ſo much of it. E 

THe At which, I believe, the was Nettle! 
2 little; for ber telling ye, you knew not 
what it was to be a Mother, looks,” as if it 
was by way of Reflection, becauſe ſhe found vou 
as going to as her. 1 

t 
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Lac. It was ſo; then Arming her Self with 
Reſolution, ſhe related the reſt ; and coming 
1 to the moſt Diſmal Part, mentioned not one 
S . Circumſtance, but ran over it as faſt as ſhe 
e could; and for fear of ſhewing any more 
e Weakneſs, left me preſently. | 


Ant. My thinks 1 long to ſee her relieved 4 


it how long was ſhe plagued with Dorante's Mo- 
e ther, and all that Iriſh Generation. "TiC. 
Il Luc. From the Childs Death, the Old Wo- 
£ man took another Opportunity of Tormenting 


1 the Mother: She told Aurelia, that her Son be- 
ing Dead, whom only ſhe had minded, ſhe thought 
8 her very Superfluous in the Family; that the 
er was reſolved to keep her no longer Idle; anfl 
if ſhe would have Bread there, ſhe ſhould do 
ſe ſomething to Earn it: Then diſmiffing one of 
the Two ' Maids” they kept, the Daughter-in- 
Law was ordered to do her Work; and afrer 
this, ſhe not only did the Maids Buſineſs, but 
was in every teſpect dealt with as a Servant 
ſer aſide that they gave her no Wages. 
Ant. But which way had ſhe Cloaths then? 
Luc. She had none, but what the Mother, 
or Siſterin-Law Left off; and if ſhe difliked 
this way of Living, ſhe might mend her ſelf 


as ſoon as ſhe could. \ 

Ant. And ſo would have done, if I had been 
in her place: One that was brought up a Gentle- 
woman, and underſtood her Needle ſo well, might 
have made fhift with one Child. NY £962 

Luc. She would have gone ſeveral times, and 
had Words about it long before her Son Died: 
Nay, the Old Woman was willing to be id of 

H 2 Aurelia 
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Aurelia and the Boy, but ſhe would never part 
with rhe Girl; and Aurelia, who really Lo. 
ved her Children, could never reſolve to leave 
ore, more than the other. There was a Gen- 
tlewoman that Lived about 3 Miles off, near 
where ſometimes, they went to hear Maſs, 
with whom Aurelia had been Acquainted ever 
fince ſhe had been four or five Months in the 
Country : She would have often Furnifhed her 
with Neceſſaries, to carry her and her Chil- 
dren ro Dublin. 4 9575 

Ant. But I heard ye ſpeak of Maſs, was 
Aurelia brought up a Papilt ? * N 
Luc. No, her Father was a Presbyterian; 
but ſhe was ſo little Grounded in her Religi- 
on, that it was not difficult for Dorante to 
pervert her. | 

Ant. But why Dorante ? what was it to him 
what Religion ſhe was of ? for I am ſure 
he had none. 1000 

Lic. He was the ſame, as all Roman Catho- 
licks are; for whether they be Vertuous or ne- 
ver ſo Debauched, they will all in general take 
abundance of Pains, and rather ſpend their 
Money than fail, to bring People of other 
Perſwaſions over to their Chur. 

Ant. That's very unaccountable; but yet, 
as they believe, that their Religion is the beſt, 
it is a great Sign of their Charity to others. 
Luc. What their real Principle is that makes 
them do it, I don't pretend to determine, but 
nothing can be ſaid of it with greater Truth, than 
what you did at firſt, by calling it unaccountable. 
S0 Avrelia could not expect to be releaſed, nor 
| ever 
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ever was, during Dorame's Life; but that laſted 
not long; ſhe only ſaw him once, whilſt ſhe 
remain'd in the Office we left her ; and when he 
came, was heartily glad of her Station ; becauſe 
keeping her ſelf as Dirty and Slutriſh, as it was 
poſſible, to ſcape his Converſing with her, it 
proved a Fence againſt his Brurality , as well 
as his Kindnefs, which were equally dreadtul 
to her. He had not been gone four Months, 
but Aurelia was revived with the Joyful Ti- 
dings of his Death. A Gentleman, of whom 
he had won ſome Money, hearing which way 
he loſt ir, call'd him to an Account; demand- 
ing either his Money back, or Satisfaction in 
the Field : Dorante having had always Courage 
enough to maintain what he did, choſe the 
latter; and the Event of the Battle, deciding 
the Juffice of the Cauſe, was Kill'd upon the 
Spot. This was Terrible News to Dorante's 
Mother and Siſter, who, having nothing to de- 


pend upon, were forced ſcverally to ſhift for 


themſelves. The firſt Pleaſure Aurelia had, 
ſince ſhe came in the Country, was to ſee the 
Conſternation, and Streights, her Mortal Ene- 
mies were in; and in few Days, She and her 
Daughter, by the Aſſiſtance of the Gentlewo- 
man I ſpoke of, were carried to Dublin. Au- 
relia intended to ſee ſeveral Ladys, that had 
defired her Acquaintance at her firſt coming into 
Ireland; not queſtioning, but they would put 
her in ſome way or other to Live; and in this 
ſhe was not miſtaken ; for the ſecond ſhe went 
to, was ſo touch'd with Compaſſion, at the 
relation of her Sufferings, that ſhe bad nor the 

H 3 power 
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power to let her go; and Entertaining her and 
her Daughter at her own Houſe, was reſolved 
to try, what could be done for her: This Cha- 
ritable Gentlewoman, went among all her Re. 
lations, and all her Acquaintance, to ſerve Au. 
relia; and had already made a handſome begin- 
ning: When coming to an Eminent Merchants 
Lady. as ſhe was tclling her Errand, and the 
Misfortunes of the Perſon, in whoſe behalf 
ſhe ſpoke, rhe Gentlewoman of the Houſe, rook 
Notice of Doranre*s Name; and having asked 
it twice over, ſaid, if ſhe was not miſtaken, 
ſhe heard her Husband enquire after ſuch a 
Captain's Lady; then left the Room, and im- 
mediately came back with her Husband. The 
Merchant holding a Letter in his Hand, asked 
the Gentlewoman, if ſhe could inform him of 
the Widow of one Captain Dorante, who had 
been Kill'd in England ſome Months ago. 
The Gentlewoman Surprized to hear him ask 
after Aurelia with ſo much earneſtneſs, and 
confidering, whether it would not be a Dif- 
ſervice to her, was at a ſtand; which the Mer- 
chant perceiving, he Smiled upon her, and told 
her, it was for no harm to her Friend: If fhe 
knew ſuch a one, he was ordered by his Cor- 
reſpondent, to aſſiſt her in every thing, ſhe 
might want; and te deſire her to go for Eng- 
/and, where ſhe ſhould be very well received. 
Then he was going to ſhew her the Letter; 
but the other, Qverjoy*d at the Diſcovery, ran 
Home immediately, and fetchd Aurelia. The 
Merchant having found by her anſwering to 
ſeveral Queſtions, that ſhe was the Perſon he 
; | wanted, 
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wanted, enn her his Houſe, and what 
Money ſhe might have occaſion for. I ſup - 
poſe, I need not tell ye, that this was accep- 
table to Aurelia: The only thing, that troubled 
her was, that not knowing the Perſon, that 
Writ the Letter, ſhe could no ways imagine, 
who it ſhould be, that ſent for her to Eng- 
land But as every one, that conſidered her 
Circumſtances, perſwaded her to go, and ſhe 
her ſelf felt little Reluctancy in leaving a 
Country, where ſhe had ſuffered ſo much, 
beſides the Inclination, ſhe had for her own, 
took hold of the firſt Opportunity of Ship- 
ping, and came for England. 

Ant. Then ſhe did not accept, of what her 
kind Friend had Gather'd for her. u 

Luc. She refuſed it at firſt; for being fur- 
niſhed by the Merchant with more Money, 
than her preſent. Occaſions required, ſhe thought 
ita Crime, not to decline the 8 of 
it; but the Good Natured Gentlewoman , 
pre ſſing it hard upon her, and uſing many Ar- 
guments, of her not 3 what Home to 
go to, who it was that Writ fer her, and 
what might yet happen, ſhe took it very 
Gratefully, upon Condition, that when ſhe 


ſhould come to England, if ſhe found, that 


ſhe ſtood not in need of it, in purſuance of 
the End it was given for, ſhe ſhould Diſ- 
poſe of it, to others, that did. Aurelia ha- 
ving had a bad Paſſage, ſtayd a Day at 
Cheſter, to teſt her ſelf, and took Coach the 
next: When they came near London, ſhe be: 
gan to think, what ſhe ſhould do firſt; ſhe 
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wondred a Man, whom ſhe had never known 
ſhould not only ſend for her to England; 
but likewiſe give fuch large Orders to let her 
have, what Money ſhe asked for. She knew 
of no Relations, ſhe had in the Ciry, and 
it being late already, was in great Doubt; 
whether the ſhould Lye at the Inn, that Night, 
or go to the Gentleman, to whom ſhe had 
the Letter, which the Merchant had given 
her at Dublin. Whilſt theſe things ran in 
her Head, the Coach Drove into the Inn: 


Aurelia was hardly got out, and come into 


the Lighr, but a Handſome Young Gentle- 
man, of Eight and Twenty, or Thirty Years 
of Age, made up to her, and without ask- 
ing any Queſtions, Saluting her, and calling 
her by her Name, bid her welcom to Eng- 
land. Aurelia was Amazed, and Bluſhing, 
beg?d his Pardon for not knowing him ; the 
Gentleman replied Smilingly, that - he hoped 


ſhortly, to have the Honour of being better 


acquainted with her: And having taken care 
of a Trunk, ſhe had, Handed her and her 
Daughter into a Gentlemans Coach, that 
waited for him in the Yard, then got in 
himſelf, and bid the Fellow drive Home. 
Ant. And fo I ſuppoſe ſhe got a Second 


Husband. He found very little Oppoſition . 


my thinks, and certainly no Body ever want- 
ed leſs Courtſhip than Aurelia. 0 
Lu. I thought you would Cenſure her, but I 
think you are in the Wrong ;, I can't ſee what 
ſhe has committed, that you can find ſo much 


fault with. | 
es An. 1 
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An. I don't blame her for committing any 
thing, but tor omitring, what ſhe ought to have 
done, when ſhe had told him, that he was a 
Stranger to her; and he ſeeing her in that in- 
certitude, inſtead of telling her, who he was, 
made her that familiar Complement, by which 
he ſhew'd himſelf Cock-ſure of her ; ſhe ought 
to have broke off all Converſation with him; 
but not ſuffer'd her ſelf without ſpeaking a word, 
like a Natural, to be led into a Coach, not 
knowing whoſe it was, or whither it was to 

0 

: Lu. Pm afraid you don't confider her Circum- 
{tances, as you ſhould do; fince ſhe had taken 
Money from an unknown Friend, and was come 
to Londait his Requeſt, ſhe might well have 
Patience, till ſhe was Houſed ſomewhere, to be 
better informed: She had no reaſon to doubt, 
but that this was either the Man - himſelf, or 
ſome body, that belong'd to him, by whoſe Or- 
der ſhe had been ſo well taken Care of; ſhe was 
come, where ſhe had a promiſe, ſhe ſhould be 
well received, and hitherto found nothing to 
the contrary; as ſhe was in a Labyrinth, 1 
think, the beft way to have this Matter clear'd 
up to her, was filently to accept of every thing, 
that was Civil. She had been Married once for 
Love, and fared by it, as you know: If it was 
a Match a going forward, I don't know, what 
Reaſon ſhe had to Complain, or take Notice 
of it, before ſhe had any further Propoſals 
made her. * 12 | = 

An. But ſtill ſhe ought to have ſaid ſome- 


thing. 
TOR Lu. If 
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. Lu. If you had a mind to comply with him, 


. 


ay what would you have ſaid, that would have 
been to the 1 ä Dk: 
An. But I did not take it for granted, that 
ſhe would comply. Fe: * 

Lu. For a Widow with a Child, and nothing 
elſe, it would have been Fooliſh to refuſe an 
offer, before it was made to her, eſpecially, 
where every thing look'd with ſo fair an Aſpect, 
but whillt Aurelia was thus taking, I think, the 
wiſeſt Courſe, if ſhe faid little, ſhe thought the 
more. She was of your Opinion, and conceived, 
ſhe ought to ſay ſomething ; bat not being able 
to Hammer out an Anſwer, ſhe liked, and ha- 
ving beſides ſo many things to reflect on, the 


Gentleman, the Coach, which was i proba- 
bility his own, his Care, and his Allurance ; 
She was fo confounded, that ſhe could ſay no- 


thing almoſt, that was worth any thing: It was 
ſo Dark, or at leaſt ſhe was ſo little acquainted 
with the City, that ſhe could not tell what 
Streets they drove through; but at laſt a great 
pair of Gates being open'd, they were ſet down 
at the Door, of what ſeem'd a large Merchants 
Houſe: The ſame Gentleman Squired her in, 
and immediately ſhe was welcom'd by an Elder. 
ly Gentleman, who, with Tears in his Eyes, cal- 
ling her likewiſe by. her Name, Embraced her, 
with all the Tenderneſs of a Father. Aurelia, 
who knew the old Gentleman no more than the 
young One, ſeeing every thing look handſome, 
and well, began to think, ſhe was Enchanted. 
But as there was no Body there, that had 2 
mind to conceal himſelf, ſhe preſently underionss 
a rag 
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the Eldeſt was the Maſter of the Houſe, - and a 
Relationbf her's by the Mothers ſide, whom ſhe 
had never ſcen, becauſe there had always been a 
great Enmity, between her Father, and him: 
Then he told her all, what I related before had 
happen'd, at her Fathers, and proved to be the 
ſame Kinſman, that had taken in her Mother, 
after ſhe was turn'd out of Doors. The Coach, 
that brought her from the Inn, was his own; 
and tae Gentleman, that had waited on her, his 
intimate Friend, an Lib Merchant, whom he 
deſired to write to Dublin about her, as ſoon as 
he had heard that Dorante was KilPd. She 
heard likewiſe, that he had always ſhewn a 
very great Affection for her Mother, when ſhe 
was a Maid, as the only Relation, he had then 
alive, that knowing her Fathers, Humour, he al- 
ways had diſſwwaded her, from that Match; but 
that having diſobliged him hy Marrying, was 
the reaſon : There had not been any Correſ- 
pondence between *em, till after her. falling out 
with her Husband, he took her in out of pity : 
He told her, that he had been glad to hear, that 
Dorante, and ſhe lived ſo well, as he was in- 
formed, they did the firſt Year, after they went 


away. That after ſhe was gone to live in the 


Country, he had been ſorry, that he could hear 
no more Tidings of her ; that whenever he heard 
Dorante was come to England, he had always 
ſent People to him, to enquire after her VVel- 
fare. This old Gentleman was a rich Batchelor, 
paſt threeſcore ; he had been a Trader, but had 
left off all manner of Bufineſs for ſome Years; 


he was a Facetious, Generous Man, kept a bac 
; | "ml 


e | 
good Houſe, of which he proffer'd the Govern- 
ment to Aurelia, if ſhe deſign'd to live Single; 
otherwiſe he had a Portion for her, it ſhe 
would follow his Advice in the matter. But 
Aurelia's Teeth were too much ſet on edge, to 
Bite again in that ſour Apple; ſhe told him, 
that fince he gave her the Choice, with his 
leave, ſhe deſign'd to keep as ſhe was; that 
ſhe had been very inconſiderate in loving a 
Man, without examining into his Fortune; 
but that if her Father had been leſs Cruel, in 
forcing her to take a Man ſhe hated, ſhe would 
= have come to that Extremity, as ſhe had 

One. \ 

An. And do you believe that? Bag 

Lu. You know, VVomen will always have 
ſomething to ſay for themſelves; however, ſhe 
was VViſe enough not to Marry again. ; 

An. Then J loſt a VVedding by the Bargain; 
I was in great hopes of the Gentleman, that 
received her at the Inn. 

Ly. He was a Married Man, and had two 
or three Children. NS 

An. By the manner you ſpoke in, any Body 
would have believed, there would have been a 
M itch. | ry RS 

Lu. I confeſs, what I faid was, a little fuf- 
picious ; bat I did it to ſee how ſoon yon 
would ſwallow the Hook, if it was covered 
with that Bair. | 3 

An. Then I ſuppoſe, what Aurelia has. got, 
came from this Kinſman. | * 

L. Ves; ſhe lived with him five or fix Years, 
and was treated, as if ſhe had been his nung 


a ( 109 ) 
or rather his Siſter. She did what ſhe pleaſed 
Invited whom ſhe would, and kept the beſt of 


COT ; When he Died, which was about 

fifteen Yea 

them, above twenty thouſand Pound. 

do you think , that what ſhe enjoys in her 
An. No indeed, I have done with her; and 

Minutes of Eleven : Good Night Niece. 


rs ago, he left her befides the two 
Houſes, ſhe has now, and what belong'd to 
An. There is Variety enough in her Life, 
to male aNovedofs” ;, & 4 7 7 
IL. Now, Antonia, let us come to the point; 
Daughter , can make amends for what ſhe has 
ſuffer d? Q 
my Eyes begin to draw Straws.  *\' _ 
Lu. Nay, *tis high time; it wants but a few 
An. Aunt your Servant, I wiſh ye a good 
Repoſe. | 


"BETWEEN. 


LUCINDA 


ng e TED 


ANTONIA 


H ER E Niece, here I have got a 


Preſent for xe 


An. A ul I never ſaw 
a finer large Eye in my Life: 
Oh, ſweet Creature! there's delicate Ears. 

Lu. "Tis a right Boloneſe; you muſt beſtow 
a Silver Collar upon it. | 
An. No, that will hurt it; I'll make it a 
2 pretty one of Ribbons : What, is it a Bitch ? 
Pray what's the Name of it? 
Lu. I can't tell; it ſhall be what you pleaſe. 
An. Then Þ1 call it Die; Die, Die, Diana, . 

'm 


* 


Ki 3 
Pm glad it is a Birch, Aunt; Ill borrow Sir 
Fames's Dog; that's Juſt ſuch another; then 
we ſhall have charming Puppies. What: Oye 
Laugh at Aunt? 

Ly. You give your Bitch a very Chaſte 
Name; and, the next thing, you think off, is 
Generation. 

An. That's nothing in our Town, as * a 
ſhe is Old enough; our Neighbour, what d'ye 
call him, the Anabaptiſt, Married his Daughter 
the ſame Day ſhe was Chriſten d. 

Lu. Yie, Antonia, what a compariſon you 
make ; beſides, let Peoples Opinions be neyer fo 


erroneous, as long as it is a Religion, it * 
ought to be the Subject of our Mirth.” 


what makes you ſo Wanton this Morning? 
An. I think, I am far from it; theſe o'r 
three Mornings, I have had abundance of of Water 
upon my Stomach z tnethinks I am very 
Maukiſh. 
IL. You will drink that Chocolate with Am- 
bergriſe and Venellies; I told ye, it was not 
good for ye; it makes your Blood too rich, and 
you take no - Exerciſe. 1 ſaw how ye bug * 
Camilla juſt now, as if you would have Kits 
her through. 

An. You make me Bluſh, Aunt; is were any 
harm in Kiſſing her? 

La. It was not deſign'd for your Siſter, and 
looka to me, as if you had been venting ſome 
other Thoughts; had you been Kiſſing all Man- 
Kind in her, 'you could have expteſſed no more 
eagerneſs. But have ye thought of ſome body 
tle; for your Pattern, inſtead of Aurelia? Re. 


member 


Fs ( 112 ) I 
member that it muſt be a Woman of my Age, 
that is Married ſtill, or at leaſt was, ſo the 


greateſt 1 of her Lifetime, ſince ſhe was 
twenty Years Old. As for Aurelia, if ſhe had 


been the happieit Woman in the World, it was 


not fair to Chuſe her; She was Married but 
ſeven Years, has been Single above twenty ſince, 
and is hardly fourty four yet. | 
An. But then Aunt, on the other fide, I hope 
you don't inp oſe, I muſt have Aurelia In- 
diſcretion; it ſhe had but enquir'd into Dorante's 
Character, it ſeems, he was known enough a- 
bout Town, ſhe could not have been impoſed 
upon; and I am too little acquainted with Peo- 
2 your Age, and perhaps of ſome, I don't 
like the Humours ſo well, as to wiſh my ſelf 
in their places; or elſe I could Name ye a 
great many, that are happy, or might be ſo if 
they would. But why muſt I be confined to 


Aged People? F bY, 
Lu. That Reaſon is plain, becauſe. you don't 
know, what the Young Ones may come to. 
An. Why might not I hope to Live, as well 
as Aurelia*s Daughter; and end my days as 
happily, as (he is like to do? | 


* 


Lu. So you may; but pray tell me, how hap- 


pily that will be? Aurelias Daughter is a Ce- 
ebrated Beauty, and has a World' of Wit: She 


is a Lady, rides in a Coach and Six: Her Huſ- 


band is really a Gentleman, a Man of Senſe, 
that has had Univerſity Education, Study'd ve- 
ry well, and yet is Faſhionable, without being a 
Fop ; a Man that loves her, and, I believe, is 


Faithful to her: She has two delicate Boys, | 


8 
and #' many fine Girls: They have à fine Ant 
cient Seat in the Countty, and a good Building 
in the nobleſt Square in England; keep a Splen- 
did Houſe, and have an Income of Three Thou- 
ſand a Year, to maintain it. To this, we'll add; 
that ſhe enjoys all the Pleaſures,” that can be 
wiſh*d for on this fide of the Grave. 
An. You have. done ther abundance of Juſtice 
indeed; and if you can ſhew me, in any Single 
Perſan; a happineſs, that comes up to this, or 
can be thought an equivalent of what you men- 
tionedꝭ upon my Virginity, Aunt, III be a Maid 
Len 
Lz. This, I ſay, is her preſent Condition, and 
| believe ſhe is now about twenty five Years 
Old; but would ye look no farther,” and only 
mind the outſide of things? Three Thouſand a 
Year, is a great deal of Money ; but yet, Peo- 
ple may Liye above it. 
An. But what Reaſon have you to think they 
0012 nene noch 10 2. e 3: | | 
L. He loves Horſe-courfing, and ſhe loves 
Play ; as for her Portion, I am farisfied it is 
gone already ; and between you and I, Antonia, 
if you'll go up with me, in my Cloſer, I can 
ſnew you very good Land Security for a Thou- 
ſand. Pound; Lent to ſomebody : I would not 
have ye take any notice; but if ſuch things are 
done in the beginning, what muſt be 8 
hereafter? They have hitherto, had à Chiſd eve- 
19 Year fince they have been Married; ſhe is 
Big again; this may go on to a dozen, for 
ought you know: Suppoſe that all theſe Childten 
ſhall.be Handſame, well Shaped; Senfible, good 
Ts dings 8 Humour d, 


— "Py 
Humour'd, and Obedient, what Care muſt not 
attend the bringing up of ſo many: But if any 
of em ſhould be Crooked, Blind, marked in the 
Face, or any other way Deformed; be Idiots 
Stubborn, or Undutiful, what a laſting Trouble 
would this be? We'll ſay, they ſhall have no 
Rickets, Kings-Evil, nor undergo the Miſeriez 
of breaking a an Arm, a Rib; they ſhall be 
free from a thouſand Accidents, that are daily 
occaſioned by the careleſneſs of Nurſes; but 
ſhall they have no Meafles, Small-Pox, and o- 
ther great Firs of Sickneſs? What Watchings, 
and Anxieties, if they Live; and if they Die, 
what heart-breaking Sorrow, and unfeigned Tears 
are not prepared for a tender Mother ? But well 

nt they ſhall all grow up to be Men and 
Women, what a vaſt Charge will this be, if 
their Revenue be not ſufficient now, whilſt they 
have bur Four, that being ſo Young yer, in a 
manner Coſt nothing, to what they will here 
after? what will become of them, when the 
ſhall have a greater Number, and be at 'the 
unavoidable Expence of Cloaths and Education? 
But this is not all, ſhall none of the Sons take 
to ill Courſes, be Extravagant, unfortunately 
draw a Quarrel upon him, Kill, or be KilWd ? 
Shall all the Daughters be well Married, and 
none of *em commit a Folly > Do but confider, 
Antonia, if only one in Twelve, ſhould miſcary, 
and ſome way or other be made miſerable, that 
the happineſs of Eleven, is not able to male 
amends tor a thouſandth part of the Affliction 
which that one, that is unhappy, muſt of neteſ 
firy. Cauſe to loving Parents. But Pll A 
| t 
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muſt it be to a Lady, that her ſelf has always 


5 | * 
W 
that, by a miracle, they ſhall all be irreptoach- 
able, and do well; ſhew me a Fund for the 
large Sums, which the Men ſhall requite, hand- 
ſomely to begin the World with; or tell me, 
whence the Portions ſhall ariſe, that muſt get 
Husbands for the Women : What a Comfort 


been Careſsd and Cherifh'd, by a Gentleman of 
an eaſy indulging Temper, a Man of Parts, of 
2 Soul, and of a Family; when ſhe ſees her 
Daughter, that ſhe has ſo carefully, and fo 
ſweetly brought up, wait on the vile Humonrs 
of an imperious, ill bred, and ſordid Mechanick ; 
And what Delight will it not give to her Hus- 
band, to throw away ſome hundreds of Pounds, 
to procure one of his Sons the happineſs of be- 

ing made a Slave, for ſeven Years, to a Miſerly 
Villain of an Uſurer; that in recompence ſhall ſpoil 
his Principles, debaſe his Mind, and Preach no- 
thing to him but Avarice , that ſhall infuſe into 
him, the abominable Rules of reaping the Bene- 
fir, and eſcaping the Puniſhment of Over-reach- 
ing and Extortion. What fecret Joy will it not 
be to his Soul, when he ſhall hear his own 
Fleſh and Blood, fay, Maſter, to one that from 
a Pariſh Boy, by being a Rogue, is come to be 
Rich; one, that for ought himſelf knows, never 

had a Grandfather ? What a Pleaſure mult it 
be to a Man, as Axrelia's Son-in-Law, when 
for his Chile's ſake, he ſhall be forced to Hu- 
mour, and ſhew Reſpett to ſuch a Fellow, that 


with 4 'preat Paunch, and a Chain about his 


Neck; fflall Strut, Swell to his Face, and Brag- 
ging of bis ill-got Pelf, impudently Laugh at 
e = 8 Pedigrees, 


( 116 ) 
Pedigrees, Politeneſs, Honour, and whatever is 
valuable, and unknown to mean and abje& 
Spirits? All People wiſh, that every one of 
their Children may Live as well as themſelves, 
and think it a great Hardſhip, if at leaſt, the 
Eldeſt Son, ſhould after their Deaths, not Live 
in the ſame Splendour, and Inherit as Great, 
and as, Clear an Eſtate, to ſupport: the una- 
voidable Dignity, to which he Succeeds by his 
Birth, as his Anceſtors left to his Father; 
Can: Aurelia's Daughter ever imagine this of 
vet Children? is it probable ? - nay, is it poſ- 
ible ? and do you think, ſhe'll ever Name, 
her Sone Shop, without Regret, | when ſhe 
ſpeaks that ord ? | F146 63 WS»! \ + 

Ant. Aunt, you are enough to Ruine, and 
unpeople a Common-Wealth : When yeſterday 
I was Reading, how Sollicitous the Emperor 
Auguſt as was, in Stocking of his Empire, what 
8 Pains he took, to perſwade all 
Young. People to Matrimony, and how he 
Honoured, and Encouraged . ſuch as would 
Marry, I could not forbear thinking on you: 
If you had Lived in his Days, and Venti- 
lated . this Doctrine, yon would certainly have 
come to ſome Untimely end or other : I 
muſt confeſs, your Diſcourſe has ſo touch*d 
me, that I cannot but admire the Wiſdom 
of Nature, in denying to Men and Women, 
that Foreſight, when they are Loung, which 
they acquire at a greater Age + For without 
that, IL. verily believe the World could not 
Subſiſt above Three, or Fourſcore Yeass ;,; and 
» New Creation, of Man ſhould be wanted 

| : | 8 
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once e ndred Years at leaſt. Tho às to A2. 
relias Daughter, concerning Riches, I am 
ſtill of Opinion, ſhe can hardly fail” of Li- 
ving well; for befides what ſhe is to have of 
her Mother, her Joynture, which no' Body 
can touch, will always ſecure her a' Plentiful 
Maintenance. | REN: W CH 

Luc. When People Live above their Income, 
at their firſt ſetting out, it ſeldom ends well : 
As to her Joynture , it | ſignifies nothing; 
they are only of uſe in Matches, that are 
ſtruck up like Smithfield Bargains, for deſign- 
ing Women, that look upon em as Annuitys; 
which by their - Portions they have Purchaſed; 
ſuch, us take a Husband for a Cloak, and a 
conveniency of being Wicked with' Impuni- 
ty; that are reſolved ' to part with them, if 
they wont allow them to be ſo Vicious as 
they pleaſe: But can a Woman, that Loves her 
Husband, reſerve any thing from him, if he 
likewiſe Loves her? Set but the 'Exatnple of 
your Mother before your Eyes: She had 


twice your Fortune, and Fifteen Hundred à 
Year, Settled upon her, out of 2500 4 Tear, 


which your Father had when he Married her; 
and yet ſhe had the © Misfortune, of ſeeing 

all that reduced to Nothing, by a Husband, 
that was Guilty of no Vice, but being too 
Generous to his Friends, and too Charitable 
to the Needy: What became of her Joyn- 
ture, when his Debts made him uneaſie? 
She gave up her Right, and prevented his 
axkids they neither of them hid Mercena- 
ry Souls; but fo er and plyed one 
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another with Loye, and Pleaſure: | He being 
Obliging, and She being Gra that Cate 
could never enter into either: If ſhe had been 
Miſtreſs of a Thouſand Jointures, they would 
have been Sacrificed, and all made away 
with, before ſhe would have ſeen him one 
Moment out of Humour: I would not ſay 
any thing, to reflect upon the Dead : Mark 
only the Deplorable End of your Mother; 
when ſhe Died, ſhe left the Object of her 
Love, your Father ina Priſon ; and the 1 
of it, her two Daughters, of which, the Eld- 
eſt your ſelf, was but Six Years; and the 
Youngeſt not a Month Old, no otherwiſe 
ovided for, than as the Good Will of her 
iſters ſhould think fit to Diſpoſe of them. 
Could this happen to your Mother, that had 
no Charge of Children, and never more Li- 
ing, at once than two; how is Aurelia's 


v 

Daughter Inſured againſt it, that is likely to 

have ſo many ? you will e into 
it is im- 


the hints that I gave given ye, 
poſſible, but you muſt ſee the Black Cloud 


of Troubles, that is impending over her Head, 

and may, when ever it Books. not AﬀeCt 

ony her, but likewiſe overtake Aurelia her 
elit 5 


felt ; whom you now think ſo happy, and 
almoſt beyond the reach of Fortune ; , She is 
but a middle Aged Woman, and I can. fore- 
ſee, which way ſhe may yet feel Afflictions, 
that ſhall not be Inferiour to the Death of 
her Son, and go as near to her Heart; ſuch 


as ſhall ariſe from what you have cal 


I'd 
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Great, and Subſtantial Bleſfings, of the Firſt _ 
Rate. What makes ye Smile ? | | 
Ant. I was thinking, how little I muſt 
pretend, that I had no Caution given me, 
if eyer I ſhould play the Fool with my 
ſelf z but there's no great Danger; for thus 
much you have gain'd upon me, that I am 
throughly Satisfied : Married Women, are in- 
finitely more expoſed to Accidents, that may 
occaſion Trouble, Grief, and Miſery , than 
Maids; and if any Body comes to Court me 
to Day, he has choſe his Time very ill: 
For I can aſſure ye, Aunt, that what you 
have ſaid, has made a great impreſſion upon 
me; and I would not be Aurelia, nor her 
Daughter neither. | 
Luc. And yet I have faid nothing of the 
Perſonal, and Bodily Sufferings, that attend 
Matrimony ; and, if Women are not Barren, 
are inſeparable from it. I have not ſpoke 
of the lofing of your Shape, the Fading of 
our Beauty, which I know you value: 
hen Aurelias Daughter was a Maid, ſhe 
was talk'd of every where, for having an ex- 
traordinary fine Boſom; let her now com- 
pare once her Breaſts to yours, and ſee, which 
are the firmeſt. Don't ye obſerve what little 
Reſiſtance they make to her Stays, and how 
they begin to give way to them, when ſhe 
ſtoops, or bows forward, to what they did 
four or five Years ago ? Is it not a Thouſand 
pitys, to ſee a Young Brisk Woman, well 
made, and fine Limb®d ? as ſoon as ſhe is 
Poyſon'd by Man, Reach, Puke, and be 
1 6 OY 8 * 
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3 ick ten ot twelve times in a Day, for a 


Month or Six Weeks; and after that, Swell 
for Seven or Eight Months t ether; till, 
like a Frog, ſhe is nothing elſe but Belly. 
Would you not think it hard, to have an 
uneaſineſs, that ſhall laſt ye Nine Months, 
which in abundance of Women, is one con 
tinued Diſtemper ? 

Ant. If theſe little Diſorders of Breeding 
were the worſt, I ſhould not think ſo much 
of it; for I ſee Men and Women both, Laugh 
at em daily. 

Luc. So they?ll do if any one Scalds his 
Throat; to let him know, that it was his 
own Fault, by being 10 greedy in Swallow- 
ing: They don't Laugh at the thing it felt, 
bur, the thinking on what has been the Oc- 
caſion, tickles their Fancies. But what Rea. 
ſon has ſhe, that feels the Smart to Laugh” 
You call them little Diſorders, but, if it was 
your . Caſe, you'd find 'em perhaps, Great 
Ones. Tis true, all are not bad alike; 
ſome ate Stronger than 6thers „ in refiſting 
Poyſons : Bur it Man was not a | Venomous 
Creature, how would it be poſſible, that a 
Hail, Plump Girl, of a good Complexion, 
ſhould in 10 little a time, after Converling | 
with him, turn thin Viſaged, Pale, Yellow, 
and look as if ſhe was Bewitch'd Not be 
able to endure the ſight of Bread, Loath the 
beſt of Food, and in an Inftant, get an Aver- 
ſion to twenty things, which the uſed to 
_ before; whilſt ſhe'll run Raving Mad, 
e range, 12171 and unnatural Meſſes, that 

no 
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ſes , ever craved; with an Appetite ſo un- 


common, and unaccourtable,” that if it be 
not ſatisfied, and ſhe is denied, or any ways 
hindred in het Frentick Luſts,  ſhell-Swoon 
away, be | thrown into Comivulfions, 'and fuch 
Agonies, as have ogy roved Fatal: Are not 
theſe Signs, that- /enom' flies up to the 
Head? des it n ae up to Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Den of Man comes up to 
that of the Tarantula? And that the 8) ymp- 
toms of the firſt, are more Dreadful, Laſting, 
and Pernicjous, than they are of che later? 
Are there not hundreds.of Women,” that from 
the time, they have been three or four Months 
with Child, to the Minute they are Deliver- 
ed, Are in ſuch continual Torments, that all 
that while, they enjoy not one half TENG 
Reft; or one Hours Eaſe, in which th 

ay, they are wholly free from Pain? ben 
they begin to feel this Miſery, what an un- 
comfortable Reflection muſt it not be? to 
think, that without hope of Cure, it is to 
laſt ſo many Months; and that then they can- 

not get rid of it, bur” by undergoing an at 
certain ſet of Fains; each of which, is a 
greater Torture, than 'Dying any other” way. 
Mind” what [ tell ye, Antonia, "ris nor 2 
Trifte ;; 1 8 that 4 diſtorts, and wrings 
at one and the ſame Inſtant, every Nerve, 


nay, every Fibre, from the Crown of the Head, 
to the Sole of the Foot: f Torture fo ex- 
quifits;' and fo - univerſal,” that Art nor Cruelty, 


could ever imitate it, and Nature know we oof 
EB, 
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ſuch another. When this is over, then begins 
the Danger: An unconceivable Wearineſs, ſeizes 
the Body all over: The Strength of Muſcles 
and Sinews is ſpent z the Organs of Hearing, 
are become ſo tender, that the leaſt Noiſe 
diſturbs their Brain, and the loweſt Speech is 
Offenſive ; the very Eye- Strings are {rained , 
the Sight impair'd, and nothing but Darkneſs 
can eaſe them : And befides, that the Stomach 
is weak, and for want. of Spirits, unable to 
Digeſt, the whole Maſs of Blood is diſordered : 
We may well imagine; that miſſing ſo many 
Parts, through which of late it uſed to Cir- 
culate, it cannot eafily again confine its felt to its 
Ancient Limits : Being .4n this Confuſion, . eve- 
ry ſmall Accident is able to inflame ir, and be 
the Cauſe of a Fatal Fever. What Numbers have 
loft their Lives in Child-Bed, your own Mother 
for onez a whole Fertnight ſhe was like to do 
well, and yet Died within the Month. _ 
Ant. Dear Aunt, let me hear no more of ic. 
Luc. Dear Niece, I am ſo full of it, my 


thinks I have ſaid but little yet. I have not ſpoke ! 
of the Faintings, Cramps, the intollerable Head | 
chs, and violent Cholicks, that are ſo fami- 


jar to them: I have not told ye, what mul- 
titudes, tho? they ſurvive, are made Miſęrable, 
nor mentioned the Unskilfulneſs and Neglect 
of Midwives, or the many Lingring Diſtempers, 
and leſſer Ailments, that attend ſome Women as 
long as they Live: But if this they ſcape, the 
Skin will be Wrinkled, the little Capillay 
Veins, that are ſo Ornamental to it, mult be 
broke in many places; the Fleſh be looſened, 


the Ligaments 1elax'd, the Joynts be 2 
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and made unattive: This perhaps you ma 
ſlight, but be aſſured, that the Bearing, as we 
25 Bringing forth of Children, waſts Women, 
wears *em, ſhakes, 2 and deſtroys, the very 
Frame and Conſtitutlon of them. 5 
Ant. I can but thank ye, Aunt, for your 
Affection; the Zeal you ſpeak with, abun- 
dantly convinces tne of the Concern you have 
for me; tho? I have not underſtood ſome hard 
Words, and ſeveral Wage you have Named, 
by which, I fancy you have Learned to be a 
Mow and Studied joel. pb 
Luc. I have read ſeveral Books of Phyſick, 
and abundance of things, that Women ſeldom 
trouble their Heads with; but I always was 
of Opinion, that in knowing the World, was 
comprehended the underſtanding of ones Self; 
and think, that the Study of Anatomy, and the 
inward Government of our Bodies, isas diverting, 
and fully of as much uſe, as the contriving, and 
making the beſt ordered, and moſt exact piece of 
Fillegrew Work, that ever was ſeen; and Pm 
uy, What I know of the firſt, has not coſt me 
half the Time, that I have known People, when 
I was, Young, beſtow upon the latter. 
An. It is wonder, chat ſince you haye been ſo Cu- 
rious, in examining all theſe things, that belongs 
to Men and Women, it never came into your Head, 
to confirm your Knowledge by Experience. 
Luc. I underſtand ue very well Niece, you 
mean, Why I did not Marry ? I hate Experiments 


that are Dangerous, and would rather be Iggorant 
in ſome. things, than run Mad for knowing 


0 . =” * 4 
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too much, 


. (1 " ). | 

An. 1 Believe that the Pangs, and other Bodily 
Calamities, are very dreadful to Women, the 
have Children, and 1 chit the iſl Conſequences 
are many : All this, and whatever elſe you 
told me, bear a great Weight with me; yet 
I don't doubt, but there are equivalents of 
Pleafure, and ſomething muſt" be very inviting 
in Matrimony, or elſe, why ſhould all Young 
People have ſuch a mind to it? And why 
ſhould Nature, as ſoon as they are fit for it, 
fo much prompt, and ſet mew on to it? 

La. What prompted you five Years ago, to 
Eat Cinders, and birs of Vall? 
An. That was a deprared Appetite, a Di: 
ſtemper. 
IL. Who told ye, that this is not 2 May 
I not ſay of an Anglers Bait, what you ſay F 
Marriage ? There muſt be ſomething ver 
viting in it, or elſe the Fiſhes would not h 
at it ſo preedily. You and I may talk of this, 
till we loſe our ſelves; but no Body (hall 
ever perſwade me, 1 be in love with the 
Bait, if I know that 1 . muſt ſwallow the Hook 
at the ſame tine. | 

Ar. But then do you think there would be 
Pleaſure, if it was not for the Hook? 
L. Thats another Queſtion : I never Was 
Married, I can't tell, that Experience is not to 
be had at my rate; would. you 6 lays SS Bpdy 
try, whether the Ice was ſtron 
1 him, if he ſaw People all in Ss 
him ? s 5 
An. That's Cold Simile in Summer. n 
Lu. I thought it was a good one; but if 


riger 
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ou pleaſe, I'll give ye another, that ſhall be fitter 
For * Weather, as well as your Conſtitution; 
would he have me pay for my Curioſity, as 
Pliny did, and periſh by the Flames, to know” 
the Cauſe of them. : 3 4 1.4 e tt - | 

An. The Application is plain, if Matrimo- 
ny be like a Yeſwvizs, and Men are made of 
Brimſtone: But two or three Days ago you 
promiſed to tell me, whence that Aver- 
fon, you have to Men, proceeded; pray 
be as good as your Word, for ſince you 
had the ſame Inclinations, as others, I want 
to know, what Curb'd them: You was al 
ways a" great Fortune, and I believe, without 
Flattery, very agreeable, when you was Young. 
What could frighten ye from Wedlock ? What 
could inſpire you with thoſe unnatural Notions, 
you ae :now n bus nf 4 71 

Lu. Love, and Reaſon. Sy -; 

An. What, Aunt; was you ever in Love ? 
L. Yes, with my felf: I always was ſo Un- 
natural, as to deny my Appetite, what my 
Reaſon told me would hurt me, tho' my Incli- 
nation was never ſo ſtrong: By what 1 have 
heard, and ſeen, I am convinced, that cold, 
and large Draughts, are prejudicial in Fevers; 
and therefore, when I am Ill, I chuſe to bear 
the — of Drought, rather than Endanger 
my Lite. 6 Hin tui en bon Yor! 

An. But all this while I am not able to diſ- 
cover, what Thoughts, what Sentiments, you 
harbour about Men; moſt commonly, yon ſpeak 
ill of them, and ſeem to hate them; and yet 
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and extol them to the Skies. 


(m6) 


ſometimes, you talk of them with Efleem, 


L. I Judge of thi as I find 
without being influenced by my Love, 1 8 
Hatred; I have an averſion to Men, and yet 
can admite their Parts, and good Qualities, in 
which they excel us: And as there is nothi 
more fooliſh, tho few things more - praQtifed, 
than for People, to let their Inclination interfere 
with their Reaſon , I have always endeavourd 
to avoid it: my. hatred to Man, is built on 
the fame Foundation, with the Enmity, and Ill 
will, which all Wiſe Princes, and States of 
Chriſtendom, bear to the King of France : They 
know, he is a Sagacions Man of profound 
Senſe, that has had time to Join a prodigious 
Experience, to a Solid Judgment; a Prince of 
inceredible Application, and indefatigable in Bu- 
fineſs: Every one of them knows, that he is 
infinitely more Powerful, than himſelf. 
An. Are theſe the Sentiments, that the'Ptin- 
ces have of the King of France? 
Lu. Depend upon it, they are; and I could 
ell ye abundance more, of his Heroick Patience, 
and Steadineſs in Misfortunes, if it was to my 
purpoſe. e 
An. I can never think this is his Character; 
if it was, inſtead of all Combining againſt him 
they would treat him with a great deal of 
Veneration. irt Siet 18:00 08 
Lu. Why ſo? what are his Perſonal Quali- 
ties? what is his Greatneſs to them, as 
as it is manifeſt, he would make them his V 
fals? would you not have him n 2 
mbl - 
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Si (wy) _ 1 
Ambitious Monarch, that has nothing of Re- 

ligion, but what his Poliricks direct? that 

Laughs: at Oaths, and Solemn Promiſes, and 
knows nothing Binding, but his Intereſt > Should 
they not Hate and Deteſt him, when it is ſo 
ville. that he would bring all Europe under 
his Yoak, and breaks through all Laws, Hu- 
man and Divine, to have his Will? They 
have Learn d by woful * that often 
he has been too Strong, for three or four of 
the moſt Potent; and that commonly, he is 
too Cunning for them altogether; but the 
greater his Abilities a, the more they ought 
to be . apprehended : Singly, they cannot 
Face him, and knock him down fairly; are 
they not-in the right, to fall upon him with 


united Force, as they do, and rather worry the 


Common Enemy into Ruine, than ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be Enilaved by him? | 
An. Then it ſeems the King of France, has 
given thoſe Princes, and States, great Provoca- 
tions; and it is very reaſonable, they ſhould be 
his Enemies. What has Mankind done to you? 
have they made War againſt ye? how have 
they deſerved your Hate? 5 
They have Enſlaved our Sex : In Para- 
dice, Man and Woman were upon an even foot; 
ſee hat they have made of us ſince: is not e- 
very Woman that is Married, a Slave to her 
Husband; I mean, if ſhe be a good Woman, 
and values her Promiſm. en e 
An. If you was in other Countries, perha 


ou u : ps 
you might have Reaſon to complain; but in 
_ Q | 1 KT q 1 England, 


(429 )) 
England, Women are treated very Reſpectfully, 
28. well as endelig... 1d oi 
Lu. Tis that Reſpect, and Tenderneſs: I hate, 
when it conſiſts only in outward . ſhew': In Ha. 
land Women fit in their Counting: houſes, and 
do Buſineſs, or at leaſt are acquainted / with e- 
very thing their Husbands do. But ' Jays a 
Raſcal here, no, my Dear, that is | too much 
Trouble; thoſe Butter- Boxes dont. know, how 
to tieat Ladies; Men ſhould only ſtudy, bow 
to give 'em Pleaſure: With this he ſends her 
to the Play-Houſe; and when ſhe comes Home, 
there's an Extent out r her Husband, all 
what they have in the World is r they 
tear the very Rings from the Lady's Fingers, 
that was ſo reſpected an Hour ago. Is not 
this enough to make a VVoman run Mad. 
An. But pray, if a Man be great in the 
World, and receives any Honour, does not the 
Wife partake of it; and is ſhe not eſteem'd 
F , cc Stods Wann - 
IA. So do the Servants too; all the Family 
commonly fares the better for the Maſters Gran- 
deur ; I have thought ſometimes, the very Hor- 
ſes have run merrily, when I have: ſeen em 
draw a Favoutit&s: Coach: But I have no mind 
to tell ye the hundredth part now, of hat J 
have to ſay to ye upon this Head. ll ſhew ye 
one thing, that pethaps may make ye love the 
Sex; pray ſee, what fine Thoughts they have 
of us, and how they derive our inconſtancy, 
from Eve our Mother: unoy II NE 

An. Would ye have me Read it aloud? 
Lu. Yes, if you will, Antonia. wh 
—— en 


( 129 ) 
#heu Adam ſaw the Beauty by his Side., 
Vith new-born be view d the charming Brids + + 
Her, whom. be knew on no ſmall Errtmd ſent, | 
Becauſe procur d bythe Ommipotent. P 
Int if be lik'd,, and lou d her eagerly; * 


Impatient to enjoy the Heau' xy She, - 
A for ber Part, ſhew d no great Cruelty. 
Ard Adam quickly found, much for our Good, © 
That ſhe was made of the ſame Fleſh'and Blood. 
Both gax d, both were ſurprix d; and as they eyd 
With wiſhful Looks, what neither ſtrove to hide, 
Both equally o'ercome, by diff rent Charms, . 
Ruß d, without Courtſhip, to each others Arm: 
Diſſolu'd at once, and ſhot thro' ev ry Vein, [21 
Felt all the Fovs of Love, without the Pain, 
On ber it work d with greater Influence, — 
Than all her Daugbters e er could boaſt of fmce, +: 
Sure, Friend, this bappy Fair, who never knen 
The Intrignes of Church or Play-bouſe,, muſt be tries 
Was ever Woman boneſt, it was e; 1 
P:rhaps you'll ſay, fbe was forced ſo to be: 

There were no other Men, and being aloe, +: 
T»as Hopſon's Choice, ſhe muſt baue him, or none. 
Ware both miſtaken, and ſhall not perceive, 

If we mind well, ſuch Innocence in Eve; 

For tho ber "Spouſe was of ſuch noble Mein, 

Of Shape ſo graceful, and of Limbs ſo clean, 

Vith Vigor, Eloquence, and Knowledge bleff, 

And without doubt, not wanting of the reſt, 

Unleſs a Man, fram'd by immortal Skill, 

To flock the World, could be thought furniſh'd ill; 

let of the nuptial Bow'r ſhe weary grew, 

And as fie le d. fill long'd for ſomething new - 
And tho at Home ſhe bad a Lord ſo great, 

That even Angels envy'd him bis _ ; 
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n 
Tet, as a Huſband, ſhe could leave bim there, 
In hopes to'meet with rig ca elſtwbere 4 © 
And once got out of Sight, fhe prod fo frail, 
That ſhe would liſten to a Serpent Tale, 
And rather enter with the Deb I in Chat, 
Than be a Woman, and not be Coquet; © 


Lu. How do you like it??? 
An. I could hang the Author with all my 
Heart; but, according to your Rule, I muſt fa 
thus of it, There is a witty Turn upon — 
Eve; ſome Lines are very ſtrong, but they are 
as much inclin'd to be bawdy, or elſe the whole 
is writ pretty well; and I muſt hate the Au- 
thor for ſtriving to expoſe our Sex. e 
Lu. Right: 80 Iwonld have you judge of e. 
very Thing according to the Merits. Come, 4r 
toma, I dont like your Lawing; rather than 
be idle, let you and I play a Game at Cheſs. | 
An. Ican't, unleſs you give mea Rook. | 
Ly. Why don't you aſk for the Queen? Come, 
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THE SEVENTH. 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN. ett be 
Ab, 465 | f 111 5 (ts 
Lucinda and A ntona.” 


Lacinda, I F I am not miſtaken, Niece, you 

have eat with a better Appetite than 

you did Yeſterday : How goes your Dancing- 
bout agree with du? 

Antonia, I thank you for your Advice, Aunt; 

I am much better than I was : But don't you 

think it dangerous, to truſt'me among fo many | 

handſome young Fellows? 


Lu. Mu leſs than where there is but one - 


or two ; becauſe the Objects joſtle out one ano- | 


ther, and none can make a deep Impreſſion. 

Ar. That may be; but when they handle 
me about, and I am 0 clofe to em, as one is 
oblig'd to be in Couniry-Dances, it makes a 
ſtrange Commotion within me, in ſpight of my 
Teeth: At firſt of all it is as if it would ſti 
me, and takes away my Breath. 

Lu. That is becauſe it is ſweet, and the Men 
draw it. Did you never hear of Cats ſucking 
the en of Children? . 

* 2 . 


(432) 
An. But, without bantering, Aunt, did you 
ever obſerve that in your ſelf? It is only in the 


Beginning; as ſoon as I am tir'd a little, it 


goes off. | 
Lu. When Iwas young, without doubt, I was 
as the reſt: But don t be troubl'd at it; the more 
yon frequent great Companies, the ſooner it 
will wear off, Do but keep 'em from Reaſoning, 
and being alone with you, and you are fafe; for 
I never fear your falling in Love at Sight. I 
know, that being ſo near em, as well as the 
Wantonneſs of the Motion it ſelf, by making 
an Agitation in the Blood, ſtirs up the Thoughts, 
and raiſes ſome hidden Wiſhes; but the ſame 
Motion long continu'd, by diſſipating the Spi- 
rits, will lay 'em again, and you'll always 
find your ſelf eafter after lt. 
A. Edid as you bid me, and tir'd my ſelf 
heartily ; we made it paſt two. No Body can 
follow. Directions more ſtrictly. than I do yours, 
Did you ſee me touch a Drop of Gravy: at Din- 
ner ? | rt: 433239 ito0t-£ 
Lu. Iwasgladofit. Dear Niece, do but aſe 
your ſelf to a ſlender, or at leaſt a plain Diet, and 
take a great deal of Exerciſe ; always ſtrive to 
be merry, and never be idle. Obſerve but theſe 
Things, and the Men may go whiſtle. 1; 
An. Now you talk of Men, I can't forbear 
thinking of the King of France; I never heard 
a Man prais d, and ſpoke againſt, ſo much at 
the ſame Time. - eaten, JS 
Lu. I could tell you abundance more. 
An. Why won't you, Aunt? I wonder at 
vou; every Cobler and Tinker talks Politicks. 
Our Im and the-Coach-man were at it the 
Night before laſt, till they were ready to quar- 


rel. 


(133). 
rel. IJ am ſure, I know as much as * : Tou 
always make me read the News, and look eve- 
ry Place in the Map, and yet you'll never talk 
to me about State-Affairs. | * 
Ly. That is, becauſe you are not fit for it, 
nor I neither, indeed: Thoſe that would meddle 
with 'em, ought to have not only read, but dige- 
ſted all manner of Hiſtory, that they may be rea- 
dy to compare what is preſent, with what has 
been; and be able, upon every Accident, allowing 
for the Difference of Time and Place, to judge 
of the Event of Things to come. | F 
An. You have read a great deal, and I have 
read a httle, Aunt. 0 


Lu. To be vers d in Hiſtory, is but one Branch 3 


there is more requiſite. A Politician that would 
pretend to fore-ſee what ſha}l happen, ought to 


be acquainted with other Countries, as well as 


he is with his own, to know the great Cities, 
their Commerce, the Sea-ports, their Shipping, 
the Fortifications, Artillery, Stores, and Am- 
munition; all the Towns of Note, the Num- 
ber of Villages, and People they contain; the 
Soil, the Climate, the Extent and Product of 
every Province; ſome of theſe Things _— 
difficult to be learn d. The ableſt People 

our Nation, when we had gain d that glorious 
Victory over the French at Hockffedt, did not 


think it would ever have been in the Power of 


France to loſe ſuch a Battel as that of Ramilles ; 


much leſs, that they could have made all thoſe 


Shifts, and- that! great Reſiſtance with which 
hitherto. they have oppos'd the Conqueſts of 
the wiſeſt Generals, and the braveſt Soldiers. 
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Au. To know what you ſpeak of in all the 
Countries of Europe, would take up more than 
one Man's Life-time. FH 

Lu. This is not all; he ought likewiſe to 
know the Prince, and all his Court, or at leaſt 
his chief Miniſters and Generals, their Abili. 
ties, Circumſtances, and Inclinations, all their 
Vertues and Vi ices, | 
An. And do you think that there are many 
that have this univerſal Knowledge? | 
Lu. No: And that is the Reaſon why all Peo- 
ple gueſs ſo madly, and are ſo much out of the 
Way, when they are Fools enough of giving 
their Opinion of what is to come. Let a Man 
be of the greateſt Learning, Senſe, and Perſpi- 
cacity, if he wants. this Knowledge, at leaſt of 
the Countries in Queſtion, I would value his 
Predictions about Peace or War, or the Allian- 


ces of Princes, no more than yours, tho he was 
one of the Managers. 


An. Since there are ſo few that can boaſt of 


Humility, by which your inſipid People 8 


+> 
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tend to be ignorant of what themſelves, as well 
as others, are. perſwaded that they are Fey 
ſters : As ſome that can ſing well, will ful- 
ſomly tell you, that they have no Skill, ar 
no Voice, or elſe that they are hoarſe; when 
themſelves and every Body elſe know the con- 
trary. I ſpeak of that ſhining Quality, wh 
People of Senſe, that underſtand their Bufine! 
thoroughly, and are great Proficients in the 
Studies to which they have. apply'd themſelves, 
without Heſitation, own their Ignorance of 
what they really don't know. _ | 
An, I {ſhould think that's ſoon done. 
Lu. It is ſo in ſuch as your ſelf ; but to Peo 
po of Parts and Learning, that are of ſome 
ame, it is harder than you think; for when 
they begin to ſee that they are generally taken 
Fa ts Perſons, their Pride makes em ſuc 
Fools as to fancy they ſhall perſwade the World, 
that they know every Thing; which is ridicu- 
lous; and this is the Reaſon why I think it 
filly for People to make Prognoſtications in P 
liticks, when they are conſcious in their own 
Hearts, that they know nothing of it. 
An. I can very well perceive, that it is a 
Fault to meddle with Things we don't under- 
ſtand , but why is it ſuch a Beauty to confeſs 
that we are ignorant? 3p 
Lu. *Tis a Sign of good Breeding, and a 
ſort of fair Dealing, when Perſons, that have 
not ill, beſtow'd their Time, ſcorn to appear 
more knowing than they really are. When I 
ſpeak to any Body that is always us d ingenu- 
ouſly: to tell me when he dont underſtand, or 
know a Thing, it aſpires me with a 1 
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nfidence in his 8 when he under. 
akes a Thing, or when he ſays nothing. 
An. Then I find I muſt af you no Queſtions 


"about State-Aﬀairs, becauſe you want thoſe 
"neceſſary Qualifications, which are ſo difficult 
to be attain'd to, that People may be extraor- 
dinary well accompliſh'd, and yet be wholly 
to ek in them. | 


Lu. You have hit it; they are ſo difficult, 
that it is an Accompliſhment to know all the 
Difficulty of it. It is very hard in ſome Coun- 
tries to be well acquainted with the hidden 
Springs that give Life to the ſeveral Courts of 
Juſtice; the ſeveral Pullies, by the Help of 
which, the Money is hoiſted up from the very 


Bottom to the Top, as well as the many Holes 


thro* which it is ſuffer d to drop down again, 
with the Wheels that turn it, and all the other 


Parts that compoſe the Machine of Government. 


Travellers have not Tim: for it, and ſeldom 
troubling their Heads with the Inſide, are com- 


monly fatisfy'd, if they can but fee the Engine 


play. Thoſe that make it their Buſineſs, and 
enquire into it, are often unpos'd upon, by ad- 


dreſſing themſelves to People that pretend to 
Ps 1 


know more than they do. 


41. T believe it is a great Taſk to know thoſe 


Things; but why ſhould you ſuppoſe what you 
| | v of 4 | 


ſaid laſt? | "US. bes 
Tu. I have a great Reaſon for it, and f. 

by Experience: A Man that underſtands hi 
ſelf very well, may be employ'd in one Part ofa 
Government, and yet not know ſome Things 1n 
another Part that is remote from his; or at leaſt, 
pot always exactly remember what is ont of his 
Way, But yet, if a Stranger ſhould, among o- 


k 


they 
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ther Queſtions, aſk' him ſomething abont a 
Court, or Office, which he happens not to know, 
if he is a Man of any Figure, and the Stranger 
likewiſe one, whoſe Eſteem he values, he'll be 
aſham'd to own his Ignorance, and will often 
tell him wrong, rather than be thought, by a 
Man of Senſe,not to know a Thing belonging to 
a Government, in which he is concern'd himſelf. 
We had a Man, that has left us very valuable Re- 
marks made of a neighbouring Country: He is 
generally very exact in the Deſcription of their 
Government ; yet, tho' he was a great Stateſ- 
man, a Light of the Age, that was an Ambaſ- 
ſador there, and liv'd a great while upon the 
Spot, I can ſhew you, in his Writings, what 
could not be there, unleſs he . had been miſin- 
form'd, The ſeven united Provinces are very 
near; there is a very ſtrict Alliance between 
them and us, and both actually ſhew, at this 
preſent Time, ſuch an unparallel'd Confidence 
in one another, as never was ſeen before be · 
tween two ſuch powerful Neighbours, of fo dif- 
ferent an Intereſt in Trade; an yet, though we 
have ſo great a Commerce with them, how few 
People have we here, that exactly underſtand 
their Government ! The Prints may mention 
the States of Holland, the Court of and 
the Court of Brabant ; ſpeak of the States Ge- 
neral, the Council of State, or the committed 
Council; but moſt People can only tell you, 
that they are ſoveral Courts and Aſſemblies: It 

you aſk em what ſort of Miniſters they are 
compos'd off, and their Numbers, or what is 
the proper Buſineſs for each Place, few can an+ 
ſwer with any Exactneſs; and I know ſome 


Perſons of good Senſe, and even of Quality, 


; (0-439) 
that have no clearer Notion of em, tho? they 
are next Door to us, than they have of the Mr 
darins in China; and what is worſe, think them 
| ſelves no more oblig'd to know the one, than the 
other, to judge of State-Aﬀairs. They read of 

he hundred Kar, but there are abundance of 

eople that 'know no more of it, than that it 
is a certain Tax ſo call'd, but what Part of their 
Income it is, they are altogether ignorant of, 


If they knew. what that Tax meant, a great 


many that grumble at paying four Shillings in 
the Pound, would not ſo much expoſe themſelves 
by complaining, that the Dutch contribute not 
Fee to the War, as much as them- 
ſelves ; when they ſhould ſee, that by paying 
the hundred Penny twice a Year, as they have 
done for ſome Time, they give away juſt half 
their Revenue; and that this they pay not only 

i their Land and Houſes, (which the Country 
. ſmall) are inconſiderable ta their other 
Riches; but likewiſe that, in which their Wealth 
chiefly conſiſts, -the Money that from Time 
to. Time they lend the Government, tho' the 
Province of Holland allows no higher Intereſt 
than four per Cent. And now I am ſpeaking of 
this, I cannot but think, that if our People 
ſhould know what other Taxes, heavy Exciſes, 
and innumerable Duties they pay beſides, not 
only upon Wine, Beer, Fuel, and others, that 
we have, but ſuch as are unheard of here; as 
upon the keeping of Servants, the grinding of 
Corn, whieb'is terrible to the poor Butter, &. 
If, I ſay; ſome af our People ſhoyld know ! 


they are oblig'd to pay certain Sums, at which 
they are rated ſor uſing Salt, and Soap, whether 
they conſume little or much; how every ys 
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ly, that will drink Tea, Coffee, or Chocolate, 


muſt pay a great Tax for it, tho they had but 
one Diſh of any of the three in the whole 


Year : Should they _ all this, and that 
the Cows pay for having Horns, the 
cold his our Burden . — 2 lighter 82 
theirs, and cry out, Bleſſed England! 

An. Bleſſed Great Britain, you mean, Aunt. 

Lu. That is no Proverb yet, Niece. 

An. I can contradict nothing of what you 
have ſaid ; but I muſt aſk: you one Queſtion, 
ſince, according to your Deſcription, it is an 
utter Impoſſibility that there ſhould be a per- 
fect Politician: Why would you inſinuate, as if 
ſome People were to blame for not being ſo ? 

Ln. To be well vers'd in a Science, isone 
Thing, and to be perfect in it, is another. I 
don't believe, more than you, that there is any 
one Man that knows all thoſe Things which I 
have nam'd, of all the principal Kingdoms and 
Commonwealths of Europe; but there may be 
ſuch as are very well acquainted with one or two 
Countries, beſides their own, and know a great 
deal of the relt 5 and thus heought to be quali- 
fy'd, that from preſent Circumſtances, can pre- 
tend to þivea tolerable Gueſs of what ſhall 
pen hereafter. This was the wn — It 
you, that you nor Twere fit to talk of Politicks ; 
becauſe Tknow that by talking of em, you mean 
foretelling what is to come. But as theſe Pre- 
dictions are very unprofitable, conſidering what 
Accompliſnments they require, I ſee no Necef- 
ſity why one Man ſhoukd be put to all that 
Trouble; It is enoagh that all the Court and 
the whole Government of a Nation can 'make 
up ſuch an exact Body of Politicks as I have 

mention d; 
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mention d; which yet it is a Shame that any 
1 Kingdom, or State, that makes à Bu- 

le in the World, ſhould want. The King of 
France has whole Sets of *em, that ſtudy. ſome 
one Country, and ſome another, as appears in 
all his Negociations. | ory | 
An. Yes, yes, Aunt, I know the King of 
France is a great Man with you. 

Ly. The more you jeſt with that, the more 
II be in earneſt. I know that Lewis the XIVth 
is a wicked Tyrant, and ſo may I proſper, as 
I wiſh his Fall. This hinders me not, but I can 
obſerve his wonderful Atchievements. In Feats - 
of War, he has out-done Alexander and Ceſar 
both; in encouraging Learning, and promo- 
ting all Arts and Sciences, in embelliſhing his 
Kingdom, and an Nation, he has ex- 
ceeded Auguſtus, and ſhew'd himſelf both at 
Home and Abroad, a deeper Politician than Tj 
berius, | | 
An. You talk of Alexander, and Ceſar ; Lewis 
the XIVth never was fam'd for perſonal Va- 
b 110 | 

Lu. You: talk of a Trifle, a Quality that 
may fall in every unthinking, fool-hardy Fel- 
low, that has more Pride than Fear. Courage 
by it felf, if it be a Vertue, is a very unregard- 
ed one. How many brave Fellows have we loſt 
theſe two laſt Wars; by Sea and Land, that were 
forgot, before they were quite cold? *Tis a good 
Encomium to a private Soldier, to tell ham, 
that he is ſtout, reſolute, and undaunted; and 
perhaps it may do as far as a Captain; but if 
you come higher, where they muſt be either 
People of great Birth, or elſe ſuch that have 
convers d with Gentlemen a great while, and 
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are us'd to Danger; there it is not Lern they 


can want it. 

An. How] not ſuppos d ? 

Lu. No, not in Armies ; for if a young Off- 
cer be a Coward, he is ſoon found out, — then 
he is baited as much as a Bear at a Stake ſor 
he preſently becomes the Object of every Young- 
ſter that would ſhew his Valour at a cheap Rate; 
ſo that he is either cuff d or beat into Courage, 
* elſe, if he be not knock'd o'th* Head, fore d 

to quit the Game, and lay down his Soldierſhip, 
before he can be firwrans In'a great Officer, 
it is look'd upon as the leaſt of his Qualificati- 
ons; but to tell a General, one that commands 
an Army, that he has Courage, is a very inſi- 
pid Compliment; the Reaſon is, becauſe, to make 
up a good one, a great many other Accompliſh- 
ments are requir d, more valuable than Cou- 
rage, becauſe they are infinitely more ſcarce; 
and ſome very hard to be met with. Moſt of 
our Country Fellows, when they are us d to the 
Fire, will run up to the Mouth of a Cannon, 
and yet I don t ſee they are treated with abun- 
4 of Reſpect for ĩt. DI 

An. I don t know-how little you may ad 
em, but the beſt General in the World would be 
* ignificant without m. 

No more than a great Architect in 
out Bricklayers, Maſons, Carpenters, c. and 
don't you think it would be à ſtrange Compli- 
ment to Sir Ch. Wren, to tell him, that he was 
not only a great Man in contriving and giving 
the neceſſary Orders for fuch a-noble Fab 
as Paul's, but that likewiſe he could lay a Brick 
25 well ata ? If it beunwiſe in a 
General to run the Danger of a Captain, or 

4 
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a Colonel, would it not be fooliſh-in him to 
be exp 1 at all? The Princes, that have been 
fund for Courage, had commonly no more 
than one great Army, in which, their All was 
at Stake, and no Body they could truſt with 
the Management of *em, as well as themſelves. 
Lewis the XIVth has train'd up, by his Care, 
great Numbers of Generals, that are fit to com- 
mand; and his vaſt Genius heads half a Score 
Armies at once, whilſt he ſits i in his Cloſet, and 
ſends neceſſary Orders to em all. Alexander 
and Caſar — never had half his Buſineſs 
upon their Hands. The Invention of the Funds, 
the raiſing of Money, and the continual patch- 
ing up the broken Credit of France, require 
great Abilities, and take up abundance of Time, 
. 8. — liv'd upon Par . Tee G ol 
t untries t conquer e oO 
did either the ſame, or fe were furniſh'd by 
thoſe Provinces of the Empire that were of 2 
Side, or other Countries that were his Friends. 
Alexander ſubdu d whole Kingdoms in leſs Time 
than our Armies witk all their Artillery and 
Ammunition could march thro' em. 

. #1. Was bis Glory not the greater, the ſoon: 
er he obtaitrd his VQories/ Bi? fil 

Ly. No, unleſs he had found greater Oppo- 
ſition than he did. Had Porus been an Engene, 
or Darius a Marlborough, the Perſians been Engliſh 
men, and the :Indiaxs Dutch-men, or Germans, 
Alexander riaght have liv'd to bobbing be- 
fore he ſhould have had Occaſion to be con- 
cern d for what he cry d for at thirty. 
An. You can't ſay the ſame of Ceſar, his Bo 

wans had Romans to nn ann Pompey, be- 
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fore he loſt the Battel of Pharſalia, was fully as 

eat a General every way as himſelf. | 
Lu. That's true, and therefore ou ſee one der 
ciſive Battle did 's Buſineſsz he was not 
able to loſe a Ramellies after his Hockſtedt. A 
Au. I cannot be of your Opinion, and am 
more pleas d with one ſingle Action of Alexander, 
than with all what the King of France has done 
in his Life-time. 

Lu. We don't talk of being pleas-d 3 the King 
of France never pleas'd me at all, but of late, 
2 he has given us an Opportunity to beat 


As. 1 mean, where Alexander throws himſelf 
from the Wall of the City, in the midſt of his 
Enemies, and fights all alone againſt ſo many, 
after he is wounded : There, I ſay, he ſhew d 
more Gallantry than Lewis the XIV th ever did. 
or will do as long as he lives. 

Lu. I cant t very well, how it was in 4 
lexander's Time, but if a General, that com- 
mands an Army in chief, ſhould do ſo now, I 
know what he ſhould deſerve; if it was left to 
_—_ would Dürr for the firſt Surgeon that could 

got 

An. You jeſt, Aunt; I don't mean as to his 
Wounds. 

Lu. No, nor I neither; I did not ſo much as 
think on em. 

. What would you do with the Surgeon 
then ? | 

Lu. To 1 him blooded, and his Head 
ſhav d; and after that, I would put him in a 
dark Room, with clean Straw in it. 

Au. Ohabominable! What! would you treat 


him like a mad Man? 
F La, 


pn” + ex 
Lu. Without doubt; for, I believe, ho Body 
would think him to be otherwiſe. Can a Man 
be thought in his Wits, to expoſe the Lives of ſo 
many thouſands, in a manner only depended 
upon his ? os ! Fs 
An. At that Rate, you have but little Re- 
ſpe& for the moſt gallant Prince of the Age, 
the King of Sweden, | | 
Lu. You never heard me ſay ſo; I have a 
great Re ſpect for all Kings. Finds Bod 
An. But if Courage be worth nothing, why 
is Cowardice counted ſo deſpicable in Princes? 
Lu. I never ſaid Courage was not to be e- 
ſteem'd, but I would not have you over-value 
it. It is a Happineſs to have all our Bones 
form'd and plac'd as they ſhould be; but do you 
think, becauſe it is a high Reflexion upon crook- 
ed People, to upbraid em with their Shape; 
that, in Proport ion, it is as fen a Compliment, 
to tell others, that they are ſtrait? 


? | 

An. That is, becauſe moſt People are ſtrait. 

Lu. And ſo moſt Princes have Caurage; their 
lofty Education, and the Pride they are in- 
ſpir d with, bend 'em ſo powerfully that Way, 
that they are next to Monſters if they want it. 
But what makes you think the King of France is 
a Coward ? „ 11158 
oo Becauſe he don't Care for fighting him- 
elt. bes ESSE £0 


| Nie 
Lu. I have anſwer'd that already; but IL know 


I can't convince you; the reading of Romances 
has too much ſpoil'd your Judgment. 
Au. No, Aunt; I am not ſuch a Fool nei- 
ther, as to believe, People are to be cleft aſum 
der at a Blow. | 1: 3 10 
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Ln: 1. have heard 3 vou defend the Character 
of Almanzor in the Comueſt of Granada, and 
that is worſe. it 
An. That's long apo; but yet I believe one 
may have an Ave ſion againlt Cowardice, with“ 
out being a Don @uixot. | 
Lu. But then you ſhould- not be fo. raſh: 
Fighting is not the only —— that ſhews Cous« 
rage. The French Ki erprize upon Eu- 
rope, when no Body di 98 bin, the Fortis; 
tude with which he 1 bore his Diſgraces, and 
the Intrepidity he has ſhewn in the repairing 
of his Loſſes, are great Signs of Magnanimity, 
and Qualities that ame the 2 
ture of a Coward. 
47. Then L Il bare done with hls Cotrage f 
but you ſaid ſeveral other i fine Things of ings of him 
that I cant find out, What E 
Arts and Learning be been. I can't Loan hel 3 
but that; by his Ambition, his Kingdom is re- 
duc d to a mtiferable. Condition, we hear from 
all Parts: Hou it has been, I don't 
know /; büt 1 remember, when I was a little 
Girl, you told me ybur Caf, that the Country 
People in France were very poor, and for the 
Police wore wooden Shoes. As for his 
Politicks, 0 3 underſtand em; tho' I be- 
Na what I have heard People ſay, that 
he has as often baff d, and out-witted, as 
any Prince in Europe. Truly, I don't think 
what he did laſt Lear, was a very cunning 
Trick, when; knowing that five Enghi/h-men can 
beat ten French - men at any Time, he fent five 
thouſand Men to invade us. And then — 3 Perſe- 
eution of His Proteſtant Subjects, all theWarld 
ys, was a great __ ight; nay, on 
xeaſon 


Cs) 

Reaſon can tell me, that loſingiſo many Men, 
muſt weaken Nen Beſides, ia great ma · 
ny that would have fought his B. are 
daily, with Succeſs, employ du againſt him; 
thduſands have been ſent to the Galleys,- thou- 
ſands have been dragoon d, und hundred thou · 
ſatids have fled ta otlier Countries. If bu ſay, 
theſe were Proteſtants, and them he hated; then 
pray fee how well the Roman Cat holicie far d, 
rvrhoni he lov'd? Several hundred thouſande have 
beer kilb'd long aga; all- fighting in aH unjuſt 
Cauſe: The Soldiers, that haut efcapjdi being 
knock'd o'th Head are ſtary d; ſtrain upon 
theit Landlords for their Pay ; and, by being fo 
often beaten, are become Cowards into the Bar- 
gain. In the Cities, the greatelf i Barilters/are 
the Cen, ie Saar ans exhaled. r Tur 
untry, the Centry. are exhau Nu 
es ;-abundance of Villages age ileſal@te;; and in 
the reſt; they want Bread. And allthis: by the 
great Care their politick King has takenq in im- 
ple flouriſn. It. theſe he his Paliticks, the 
Ford preſerve us from ſuch Politicians ox A. 
Lu. Amen, withall my Soul. Nau have takefi 
aà great deal of Pains, Niece; hut ſinge vbu have 
exerted your ſelf with fo much Teal, II Wendes 
vour to make good; my! Afertions, andwakethe 
Trouble to anſwer: you at large. Firſt, as to 
hs: Politicks: I ſheuld wonder why: you have 
only pick d out two-Inſtances, anil ſuch as are 
not very nenn may be diſputed, When 
you might have nam d a great many, by which; 
it is as clear as the un, that the King of 
France has taken wrong Meafures! I ſhould 
wonder at this, I ſay but that ĩ knowit in 
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concerted at the 
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want of being acquaintetl with the Tranſactions 
of Europe. But ſince'you cannot be à judge 
of what you dont Know" Fl anſiver _ What 
ou have mention d.. 

4k Bat, with Yous-: 1 Aunt, 1 dont 
think that is fairs forg by f doing, you ſhall 
only gain yu, Point for Wänt of Oppoſition: 

If you would Hold your Argüment without a- 
ny Sophiſtry and in R | afſert what you 
have ſaid; you ought, Where the King of 
France Has beef out; t t Notice of it Your 


ſelf, or elſe. inform me.“. 


La. Dol not take Notice wy it ſulficiently , F 
when I on, that her has been often ini, the 
wrong? It would be oo tedibus to relate thoſe 
ſeveral falſe Steps, and would do you no good. 
To have taken Wrohg Men ſures, makes no Prince a 
bad Polt iieianm, When it is, that he has taken 
more ſubſtantial good dies. The King of Funes 
has ſeveral times fhot wite of the Mark; Hut if 
you conſider the Vaſtgely 6f his Undlertak ings, 
the Multitude of his Negociations; a and that 
great Concern he has had for fifty Years in 

moſt-of tie Courts of Rurepe, it will be dif- 


ficult to find a Prince of Hal his Standing, and 


that has Had but a quarter Part of his Buſineſs, - 


that has committed ſo few Errors in Politicks, 


as himſelf. Beſides, that a great many Things 
prove unſucceſaful at the End, that were We 
Beginnit 

An Bar chat 1 b pe may be faid ofthe ke, 


0 


as well 'av6f the other 


Li.” It may ſo: Politicks are no an 
matical Demonſtrations. In the Event” of 
dame“ e ſee, that very minute Acci- 


to all Appear were inconft- 
L 2 5 derable 
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derable Trifles when they happen d, have of. 
ten given ſtrange Lurns to Affairs at a | 
Run. Theſe Accidents are no where more fre. 
quent, than in Sieges, and Campaigns.” Lat 
Year I was once prepar d to receive; the unuwel. 
come News of the Siege of Life's being rais d. 
and yet you ſee that unportant City Has been 
taken, and we have made a glonous Campaign. 
An. I believe there is a Snake in the Graſs, 
Lu. Why ? 


* 


An. Tell me realty, Aunt, would you not, 
by what you have ſaid, inſinuate, that it was 
more Luck than Cunning, that we took it, and or 
by that eclipſe the Glory of our Generals? a 
Ly. No indeed; and I wonder, when you fee y 
I am ſonice in giving what is due to our great: h. 
eſt Enemy, you can ſuſpect, that I intend to it 
detract, and ſully the Honour of our [greateſt ſe 
Friends ! I am none of thoſe; and far from it t: 
1 was gaing to fay, that, as ſoon as our People Wl a 
{aw a little Hint in the Garette, which indeed { 
I did not like my felt; they were ready to open N VU 
their Mouths. I wonld have told yop: hon 
unjuſtly our Nation (the greateſt Part 7 which, 
never yet eſteem'd a General a Minute longer 
t han his Succeſs laſted) would have Gran 
if we had miſs d of our Aim; and yet the Con- 
duct, Care, and Vigilance of our Generals might 
have been the ſame, tho? we had nuſcarry d. 
An, The Reaſon why I thought ꝓeu game in 
with an Inuendo, was, becauſe I remember that at 
the Time you ſpeak of, you was of, Opinion, chat 
they met with far greater Oppoſition than they 
a oa . Is 


— ＋ — 2 


expected at firſt. . en 
Ly. Tam ſoſtill; nay, I'll ſay more, I believe 
they never would have undertaken: ifs if mn 


-- 
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had fore-ſcen what Difficulties they had to ſur- 
unto H Meine . 
1 And is not that ſullying the Glory of 
that Action? N l | 01 

Lu. No: It is an unpardonable Fault in a 
General, to be ignorant of what may happen; 
but no Body can be blame d for not abways 
fore · ſeeing what {hall happen. As by Exam 
ple, you and I lay a handiome Wager, which 
of us thall get ſooneſt to the upper-end of the 
Orchard; in the Middle of our Race, you fall 
down, and hurt your Leg; when you ſee me 
out- trip you, whilſt you feel the Pain, and 
are uncertain how Running will agree with 
you afterwards, I believe you'd with that you 
had not laid the Wager but far from yielding 
it loſt, you get up again, and exerting your 
ſelf almoſt beyond your Strength, you over- 
take me, and at laſt become the Conqueror, and 
are half a Tard before me. Of the Standers by, 
ſome, that love to find Fault, would ſay thus: 
Well, Antonia has won much ado, but ſhe has 
run a great Hazard; once I was afraid ſhe had 
loft it, and I believe, ſhe thought ſo her ſelf : 
Sure, {he did not know her Aunt could run 
ſo well; twas very imprudent to venture ſo 
much Money upon ſuch a doubtful Matter 
but it was a ſtrange Overſight, not to think ſhe 
m1 git have a Fall, when they are ſo common 
to People that run in long Coats. And thus, 
without mentioning your Nimbleneſs or Re- 
ſolution, they would blame you for laying the 
Wager z but an impartial Judge would tell 
em, that my Coats were as long as yours, that 
being younger and ſtronger than your Aunt, 
ou had been much in 2 right to catch at an 

3 even 


4 > 3 1 
N ing 00450) 75 246 


Certainty of Demonſtration, the Thing it ſelf 
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everi Bet, where you had ſuth an Advantage, 
and that your not fore-ſeeing the Accident "that: 


made. the Wager {o! doubtful, only proceeded 
from the little Reaſon you had at ſetting out, to 
think that you ſhould fall; and whs no Argu- 
ment of your being ſu ſilly; as not to know that 
you could fall: He d ſay, perhaps, that had ran 
better than could have been expected, but that 
all that redoutidedto your Glory, who had out. 
done me, the Diſadvamage of a Fall ' notwith- 
ſtamling: He would add, that tho“ you had 
undergbne more Treuble than- I, by gaining 
the Prize, you was over- paid for your Pains; 
whilſt your pbor Aunt, by over-ſtraining her 
ſelf;; had very near ſuffer d. as muchi as you, and 
would be ſtiff and unable to ſtii for a good 
chile after-. Tlioſe Similes cannot be ſo exadt 
every where, but you umderſtaud my Mean · 

J 96 bas e! 


An. Ves, Aunt; 1 do, and I believe it Will 
hold very well; if! our Generals when they 
undertook the Siege of Liſſe, had no more Rea. 
ſon to: apprehend the Difficulties they uner- 
pectetl by met with, than I would fłar à Fall in 
an Orchard I am ſo well acquainted wit. 
© La I believe they met with Difficulties,” of 
which there was not a tenth Part of the Proba- 
bility that they would happen, and that ty 
were: prepar'd againſt ſeveral: that were nich 
more to be fear d, and did not happen at WE 


11171 
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War is full of Chance; but all Circumſtgg 


ces duly: weigh'd;! the Probability of Victor 
s a ſufficient} Warrant for Action; and cbul 
the Scheme of à great Enterprize come up to the 


4 « 
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wonld' caſe to be an Enterpriae; and, what 
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{8 you: tall ſo, and am 
cation of the French ROE ends in a . 


„ 
Glory. ſoever there might be in the Contxivance, 
there would be none in the Execution. As tp 
the Siege I. ſpeak of, it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe 
that Hh A, twatchleſs Brace of Generals, that 
had fa muęh Reputation to loſe, both fortunate 
Men, that wit hout envying one another, went 
Hand in Hand, the one to carry on, and the other 
cover it, aud, undertake; a Thing of that Mo- 
ment, without having a ſolid Foundation to 
hope Ve And al woll a moral Aſſurance of 
Sucęeſs s mort e 2 y, when. the of had i the 
Aſſiſtance, as well as the Conſent of the wary 
Dutch, that are ſo conſummate in the Know- 
ledge, not only of every Inch of the Ground, but 


every Citeumſtance that can be hop'd or fear d 


in that Country, and ſo cautious, even to a 
F alt, (as wethink) n their own. 
2 is ſometbing like, Aunt ; I love to 
gal. that the Juſtifi- 


rich upon our Generals. 
Lu IL am ſatisfy'd, Auma, vou do nat 


—— my Aim; a Panygerick i is 4 ſtudy;d Piece 


of Flattery ; Why ſhould you think me guilty 
of it? Lam worth 30900; l. a Woman, and a 
Loyer of Liberty; you'll: find your ſelf much 
miſtaken: I made this Digreſſion upon the Siege 


of Liſſe. to ſerve for an Anſwer to the firſt 


of the F aults vou found with the French Foli- 


ticks. 10 
Ani I don't underſtand what, you mean, or 


how that is poſſible. 


Lu. Lcant * help that: From what 1 have aid 


may be gat her d, that the beſt concerted Mea- 
ſures, ſince they may meet with Diſappoint- 


ments, are always liable to the Chicanery of 
L 4 Criticks, 


l 
Criticks, I have given you an Inſtance; ho 
by unexpectedly intervening Rubs, the very 
Bucceſs of a well grounded Undertaking, may 
plauſibly be cavell d at by thoſe that think, but 
can't or won t think deep enough; and this 
might have taught you, that we onght not to 
judge of any Event, before we are very well 
inſtructed of the Motives of him that began the 
Action. een 
Au. But won't you ſpeak no plainer? 
Lu. No: In the lait Year's Invaſion, there 
are ſome Things" very myſterious to the Pub- 
lick, and a good Subject ought not to rip up 
or at leaſt, not be particular in, and ſpeak at 
large, of what might contribute either to the 
Shame or the Grief of his Country. - © 
Anu. This is no Anſwer at all, Aunt 
Tu. Then I'll give you the Argument; and 
rather than ſay what I would not own, that 
this was one of the falſe Steps the King of 
France has made in Politicks ; and we'll grant 
that the Enterprize was built upon a weak and 
ridiculous Ground; bat you'll give me Leave to 
pray, that no Enemy to Great Britain may e- 
ver have a better, and Lewis the XIVth never 
ſuch another. Having'allow'd you this, III 
go on to the next; and now let us ſee what 
muſt be theught of the French King's perſecuting 
his Proteſtant Subjects? He fore-ſaw, without 
doubt, that ſome of em would help to augment 
our Armies; and fo did we know, that by dif: 
countenancing of Popery, a great many diſat; 
fected Britains, and Jriſb- men, would fall in 
with the King of Fra:icez but I believe few Pev- 
ple think, that in his Armies they can do ſo 
_ mach Hurt to the Nation, as if they were here; 
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or that an Exliſßʒ General, and ſome Officers of 
arbitrary Principles, are ſo prejudicial to us, 
where they are, as if the one was in the Hotiſe 
of Lords, and the reſt in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. This the French King thinks of his Cal - 
viniſts, as much as we do of our Papiſts; for the 
firſt are by their Principles as great Enemies 
to a deſpotick Prince, as the others are to any 
limited Government, | | 

An. The French Refugees differ much in 
their Opinions about their King, ever ſince I have 
learn'd that Language: You know L have been 
acquainted with ſeveral; there's Madame L Orgeu- 
illenſe praiſes him to the Skies, ſhe won't hear the 
leaſt Ward ſpoke againſt him but 'Madamoiſelk 
la Bigote, in talking of him, diſcovers fo much 
Spleen, ſhe can't forbear calling him Names: 
L have laugh d heartily to hear her, and Moun- 
ſieur. LOpiniatre ſtrive to out- do one another in 
Invectives againſt him; as if they talk d of a 
Newgate-Bird, or a Fellow that had been pillo- 
ry'd, and not of a Prince. rte T7 


Ly: The firſt is fooliſh ;| for if they thought 
him juſt and food, as well as 7 rg poli- 
tick, what did they come hall are But to 


do the other, is a very great Fault; it is un- 
mannerly in any Body to ſpeak diſreſpectfully 
of Princes; A ene n TY 11911 av. 

An. Begging your Pardon, Aunt, if I am 
not miſtaken, I have heard you call him Ty- 
rant, and other Names. 

Ly. I might ſpeak a Word that expreſsd a 
Reſentment, but you never heard me ſay any 
Thing that ſhew d Contempt. But if this be a 
Crime in us, it is unpardonable in thoſe that 


dee eee ee 
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ther, and the Government as t 


Kane 


6 
Look upon their MP: Coun 9 their Mo. 


eir F ather. | 
your Father ſhould even diſinherit you,;-yau 


might be ſorry; and think he has not done wall 


by you; but you mult never ſpeak ill of him. 
and always remember, that whatever he Gi 
Riu he was your Father, Th LESTER. 

An. But what; muſt a Child do, when be fe 
bis Father and Mother a quarrelling Mo ati 
Lu. Never ircitate the Wrath-of the one, or in- 
flame the Anger of the otller; do em both all the 
good Offices vou are capable oi, in order, to ap- 
— — m zu but neyer erye the one a gainſt the 
other, tho they ſhould command — When 
their Pallom is over, and they are Friends, a- 
ad upon at, they Il both thank Þ ke 
xobedience > but whatever ma . e 
in a Family, nothing can be a ſu 
Prorication for.» Childo-lyiw the Fargof th 
Mothet that Hrought him forth. Tho! Las! 
Man, I could neuer wiſh,' much leſs fight again 
my Country. 011110 & 0104208 1 

An. But E have' other Things ta afk vou, dun 
cerning the Frenab Proteſtants .. 

Lu pry have rr you; 

but 1 ſee it is turn d of five, and high Time to 

3 en z 1 begin to be a. dry too. Len 
hen Grace, it ſeems, knows your: Mind; 

fort thai ſhe's toming with the Water. 

- Zn. Bid her carry the Things into the Gar: 

den; the Sun is gone off the PERS AN 


we ll go thither. 


As. I'll wait on you, Nan 
Lu. Stay; whither are you running 5 


An. III only ſtep in the Parlour for my finda 


Iu. I ſaw it in your Hand hen came 
to Dinner. Here it is. CI HE 
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DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN” - 


Laciula and "Aiitonia, 
Lucinda, WI H AT S that thor upon _ 


Niece? > 


An. That's a Mark of you beloved Cap- 
tain, that brought you the Mountain Malaga, : 
E; believe, I have had it above, a Fortnig kt! 
There 1s Goa oy a wild Bear again: in Poland, 
as that nally erpawlin ; he runples ae hey rr 
Aude F Rin Habbers theover every 

ment: 1 hate Hihr mortally. He never was A end 
to ſee you, walt "d me to Death; he hurts 
my Arms, ſqueezes my | Hands, puſhes 7 ors 
him, then hails me, to him again; Hed wh 
with me as if Twas: a Puppy that wan 


in 

"By A'rough, 'hatciilefs Soul Pm * 

An. Harm ofs, do you call him? Tam ſure, 
heis very impudent. Laſt Time he was be 
he put his Hand down my Boſom, as loy 
as he could thruſt it; and he is ſo ſtrong, I can 
as well reniove the Houſe, as hinder him. 1 
have been amaz'd ſometimies, you never ſpoke 
fo him; nay, when he has tumbl'd and to d 
me 
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me before your Face, I have ſeen you ſmile a 
it, as if you had been very well = I ent 
imagine you thould not apprehend a Man that 
is really rude, when I ſee you ſo very watchful 
over every civil Gentleman that comes near me; 
tho? no Body ever offers to touch me, but that 
unpoliſh'd Sea-monſter. © - — 7 

Ly. I know it is a Way he has of ſhewing his 
Gallantry ; but I don't fear him. 

An, But I do fear him; for what you call 
his Gallantry, is down-right Incivility. 

Ly. Look, look, Niece; that comes very pat: 


Don't you ſee, there in the Meadow ? Pray 


mind 3 look. 

An. I don't know-what you mean, nor what 
you laugh at; I ſee nothing to mind. 
Lu. Don't you ſee a Horſe ſtand ſtill ? 
An. Yes, and a Fellow going up to it: Is 
there any Rariety in that? 104 
Lu. Mind how he holds the Bridle upon his 
Back, and how ſoftly he creeps to him. Open 
the Saſh : Hark, he is a whilthng to him; now 
he takes hold of him: There he claps the Bit 
into his Mouth. Poor Horſe! he is taken in- 


„„ „ . 
An. And pray, Aunt, what is all this? 
Lu. This is the Horſe that ſcamper d about 
ſo, when we came firſt out of Doors. 
An. I know it is the ſame that the Boys ſcar d 
with their Hats. e 
Lu. And can you not perceive that this is an 
Emblem of what you ſpoke of? There is no- 
thing more dangerous, than ta truſt young 
Women with what you call civil Gentlemen; 


for, by not offering any Thing to em, they diſ: 


perſe their Fear, and make em tame, I 20 
| | __ _m=__ 
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ä 
they can perſwade em to liſten calmly to their 
wheedling Cant, the Bridle is ſoon thrown over 
their Heads: And this is the Reaſon, why you 
have always ſeen me ſo diſtruſtful of their Civi- 
lity, and fo little concern'd at the Captain's 
Rudeneſs, becauſe he is juſt like the Boys that 
threw their Hats at the Horſe z he may fright 
en you, but he ll never trick you into Slavery. 
A Man that is always kiſſing and hawlin of 
Woman, puts her upon her Guard himſelf, and 
young Women hate nothing more, than Men 
that are troubleſome in 1 2 and lay ing hold 
of em; but eſpecially, if they tumble their 
Cloaths, or any ways diſoblige their Dreſs. 
But don't be angry, Niece, he ſhall be trouble- 
ſome no more : I confeſs, ſeeing his Humour, I 
have made uſe of him, as a Tool to rouze you, 
becauſe I know, that when Maids are ſo ſerv'd 
by Men they don't fancy, it not only renders 
thoſe that plague em, odious to em, but like- 
wiſe makes ei ſhyer of others, to whom they 
would elſe be indifferent. 5 
An. I find, Aunt, you leave no Stone un- 
turn d; but I remember we were talking of 
the French Proteſtants, before we came into the 
Garden; and your Anſwer ſeem d to me plau- 
ſible enough, as to them that have taken up 
Arms againſt their Prince, But leaving them, 
tell me, if you domt think that fo many thou- 
ſands of Handicrafts - Men, that have ſettl'd 
Trades, and brought over whole Manufactu- 
ries to us, and other Proteſtant Countries, have 
done him a great Prejudice? 


„ 


: Lu. It is beyond Diſpute, that the Loſs of 
ſuch, conſiderable Numbers, has weaken'd his 
Kingdom ; but the | Queſtion is, — 

N me 


(7158). 
ſame Numbers might not have been more ob 
noxious to him, if they had ſtaid there? 1 have 
vbſerv'd; that when our Armies are like to come 
near Daiphine and Provence, or any other Parts 
where there is a great many new Convert 
always rejoyce at it, and ren not to — 8 
but that as ſoon as we can protect em, the 
will join us; if dur Hopes be not vain, tis w 
for the King of n that there 8 no thove of 
em. 4 0 
An. But what you speak of; Aunt, is only 
ſince they have! — fo ill usd; before they 
were the of Subjects; they always ſupport- 
2d him againſt his Enemies; nay, I have Heard 
'em ſay, Ka 'twas they that ſet the Crown upon 


his Head. 
Lu. They m icht herebenvery beneficial to 
and quiet for many Years, 


him for one ks. 
and yet the French King fore-ſee ſomething. in 
em more than any Body elſe. He has pu- 
niſh'd em for Faults before they were commit. 
ted. If you aſk me, whether the Uſage which 
they ſrom him, was not tyrannical, yu 
xf you will ungrate ful, IM anſwer you, 
But if you would enquire, Whether in then 
_ tying on his Defign upon Europe, it was his 
true Intereſt or not, to uſe em ſo, I don't bi 
lieve that any one in all the Univerſe is ſo 
well qualifyed, and able to inform vou, as Ley- 
is the XIVth himſelf. It is very touch 
upon any Thing that ever WA been ſaid for or 
againſt his deſtroying the Proteſtants , — * 
only reflect, fuft A the Tranquility 
"the Princes of Emrope, at the Treaty of 
ſecondly, upon the Aſſurance te bad _ his 
own Power, when he * himſelf * 
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fot ſy many but half a Store Years after: Then 


jet ua examine that we have ſebn hitherto ; and 
5 ſrom their ſo little apprehending any Danger, 
; and the French King's Confidence, I think w 

may ſafely conclude,» that he was better ac! 
„ quainted with the real State of Hurqpe;and knew 
more of his Strength, and theirs too, than all 
| together of em undetſtood, either of his, or 
f their own. This, in my Opinion, is an unde 


nidble Argument of his having ſo throughly 


/ and ſuccelsfnily} exzmin'd/his Kingdom ; that 
i would bera: Folly to think, that any other 
. Politician ſhould exceed: him inthe Knowledge 
x ofevety Thing that might increaſe its Great- 
n neſs; of hindlen its Growth. Was there ever 2 

French Huganet, Princes of the Blood not er- 
to cepted, that had that Intalligenoe, or that con- 
s, ſtantly recetivdr! ſo! true an Account of what 
in vas ſaid or done in every Part of France? Or it 
u- it reaſonable to believe, that the French King 
t- WH ſhould have been out in knowing of his own 
g Kingdom, when we ſee he is ſo expert in G- 
d, 


thers, and hasfhewn- himſelf ſo great a Maſter 
in Politics ? 1. RAI „z ot g A a 2 

An. But, Auntyy ou uſe that as an Argument, 
which you are ſtiiſ te prove. 797 DET * 1 5 


Ys 


| Lai Proveit wyhat e That he has thewn'hi 


4 
ſelf a great Maſter in Politicks'? Oati an Body 
doubt of it Dod but mind, howoYeep-he has 
work'd under Ground, to undermine that no- 
ble Structure the Houſe of» Auſtria, that Was 
built upon ſuth ſolid a Foundation, and but 
an Age ago, ſu fas qver-topt that of Bourbon 
how \-cunningly he has ſawd Himſelf in the 
Ipoiling of it; ſometimes ſetting it on Fire, 
by blowing the Coals of civil War, and inlami 
. 7/6 „enden 
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Combuſtivis yandat other Times batteringit,by 
playing the whole Artillery of the Ottoman Em: 
Proves eh it. Let any one conſider: what 
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s he has play d with England and Hul 
„ helping the one againſt the other, as he 
ſaw it moſt requiſite, in order to weaken both 
how ſhamefully he has bubbl'd, and perſwa- 
ded them out of their Intereſt, by ſetting em 
together by the Ears! If we obferve how der- 
terouſly he has manag'd all the Courts of Eu. 
rope, by artfally covering his Game to hide his 
Power, never making aſe of more than was 
requiſite, to tire his Enemies; how all his Wars, 
but theſe two laſt, were to him only Breath- 
ings; by which, to exerciſe himſelf, he wea- 
ry d others; and he never exerted half his 
Strength, before his Deſigns were come to Ma- 
turity, we ſhall find, that he has been no ordi- 
nary Politician. But what he has done in Spuin, 
ſeems to exceed all hnman Art: He has made 
2 Spaniard agree with a Fench- man; in an In- 
Rant rais'd that drooping heavy Monarchy , 
that for ſo many Years had been finking under 
its own Weight. In the laſt War, it was little 
better than a dead Lump, and a Burden to the 
Confederacy, yet he has quitcken'd that ſlow 
Nation, even againſt their on Intereſt, and in 
a little Time, by ſkilful Management, made 
emuſeful to his own Purpoſe, in ſpi ht of ſto- 
-pendious Loſſes, and all the vaſt es the 
> ory Powers of Europe have been able to 
t in his Way. The French King, by ſhew- 
ang them their own Power, has wheedFd em in 
to Slavery, his airy Fidlers have plaid em 
out of their obſtinate, melancholy Humor; his 
ay Dancing-Maſters have b 'em of 
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A 
Stiffneſs, and made em ſupple; they have fo: 
chang'd their Poſtures, and alter'd their Steps, 
that now you may ſee, what the World always 
thought impoſhble, a grave Spaniard to French 
Muſick dance the Canaries: He has join'd Fire 
and Water, and blended them into profitable 
Mixture: Theſe are Miracles that no other Po- 
litician was ever able to perform. The Germans 
know how to conquer, are ctafty in their De- 
ſigns, and underſtand the laying on the Yoke; 
as well as others; but they have not the French 
Knack of tying it on, to make it fit eaſy; it 
preſently galls thoſe that wear it, they always 
complain. Lewis the XFV th cuts Throats with 
2 Feather, and draws Teeth without Pain. Ba- 
varia is ruin'd, his Brother undone; and yet 
they are in Love with their Chains, and ſeem to 
laugh at their own Deſtruction. Mind what 
Loads he has laid on his People, and how mer- 
ily they have carry'd em along hitherto; 
nay, even now, when their Backs are broke, 
and they actually drop down under the Bur- 
den, you may ftill hear em, as if he had be- 
witch'd 'em, ſing his Praiſes in the midſt of 
their Afflictions. Some Nations are in Politicks, 
what Galemſts are in Phyſick; they fill their 
Patients with large Potions, turn their Sto- 
macks with -natifevus Drenches, and ply em 
with bigger Boluſſes than they are able to ſwal- 
low ; and alt to little Purpofe, but to enrich 
their favourite Apothecaries ; whilſt the French 
King is 4 refin'd Chymiſt, who with fmall 
Pill and a few Drops, that are hardly felt in 
going down, and yet of a wonderful Operation 
in the Body, cures the moſt dangerous, as well 
as the moſt inveterate Diſtempers, What ſtrange 

* M Alterations 


unn 
Alterations has he made in all the Courts of 
Europe, with only two Medicines, his Aurum 
potabile, and his Ti ncture of Opium! _ 

Anu. I don't underſtand you, Aunt. 

Lu. I mean Bribery and lulling aſleep. 

An. If what you ſay, be true, it is ſtrange 
that a great many People ſhould think him fo 
often miſtaken! 

Lu. The ſureſt Way of judging of Politicks, 
is, as I do of my Orchard. My Gardener un- 
derſtands the Weather very well; fore-tells me 
what Winds will be blaſting, or.bring the black 
Fly; which will produce Worms, which Cater- 
pallers : Sometimes he ſcratches his Head, and 
crys, no Fruit at all; our Orchard won't hit 
this Lear: Three or four Days after, perhaps 
hechanges his Note, and believes we ſhall have 
a pretty Sprinkling, for all that. At other 
Years. I have heard him ſay, If the Spring 
keeps thus backward, we ſhall have a World a 
Fruit; and all the while the Trees are in Rloſ- 
ſom, he is full of his Predictions, in which he 
often gueſſes wrong; and I that know very lit- 
tle of all thoſe Things, am never deceiv d. 

Au. That's a Riddle to me. 1 

Lu. I never ſay or think any Thing of it, 
before the Fruit is ripe; but hen they gather 
it, I have it meaſur'd, and then I can tell you 


- 


what there is, to half a Peck. 


* * 


p At That is a very ſure Method, J con- 
els. > 
L. Examin into the Power of France, when 
Lewis the XFVth, came to the Throne, what it 
was in regard. of the other Powers of Europe, 
that were either equal or ſuperior to it; after. 


fre what, it is now, in Proportion of 
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CW thoſe fame Powers, and then judge of his Fo- 
4 liticks. fo | =: 
An. But I would have you tell me, Aunt; 
ſince the Kingdom of France is in that wretched 
Condition, and 1s like to be worſe and worſe e- 
; very Day, what his Subjects are the better for 


, his Wiſdom, and in what their Happineſs con- 
ſilts ? ; 
, Ly. I never told you, that theKing was wiſe ; 
k for no Body can be fo, but what is good, and 
a that he never was; nor did Jever ſay his Subjects 


0 were happy, becauſe Icould never think that Slaves 
were ſo. But in order to anſwer you to what 
you ſeem to lay the greateſt Streſs upon, the 
miſerable Poverty of the loweſt Rank of People 
in France, I muſt tell you, that the Subordinations 
of the Degrees of People, differs in every Nation, 
according to the Degrees of Liberiy they enjoy. 
As for Example; In France there is a vaſt Di- 
ſtance between the Nobility and the Gentry; in 
Holland there is none at all, not ſo much as in 
the Language; with us, that are a Mixture of 
Monarchy and Commonwealth together, tho' 
there is a great Difference, the Top of the Gen- 
try converſe with the Nobility; a Gentleman 
f here, ſpeaks to a Peer with his Hat on, goes to 
; the Tavern, pays his Club; but in France there 
5 is no ſuch Thing. What I ſay of the Nobility | 

and Gentry, you muſt unde of all the ſe- 4 
veral Degrees of People, from the Sovereign to | 
the Beggar. | i T's WAI. 
An. If that be true, then in Holland there is 
no Difference between the Sovereign and the 


r e 
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Lu. I tell you how there is not; the com- 
mon People in Holland, tho they ſtand in great 
. Hs M 2 Awe 


ho 3a. 


( 164 ) | 
Awe of their Magiſtrates, hardly ever ſhew em 
any Reſpect, unleſs they are known by em, 
but in Execution of their Offices, when they are 
before *em, and can't helpit. The Notion they 
have of Liberty, makes 'em ſo proud, that the 
ordinary Man thinks himſelf as good as the beſt 
in the Land; and knowing that all are ſub- 
ject to the ſame Laws, naturally ſcorns to pay 
any Homage to Men that by their Birth have 
no Prerogative aver him. 

An. And don't this make em very ſawcy? . 

Lu. Intollerably. France is the Reverſe of 
Holland, and the People of the lowelt Rank, are 
as fawning Slaves of the firſt, as they are un- 
mannerly Brutes of the latter. We are between 
both, and our Mobility, though they are not 
ſo civil, yet they are leſs rude than the other, 
A Porter that carries a Burden here, cries, Have 
a Care ; if he ſees a Gentleman, perhaps hell 
ſay, With your Leave, Sir: But in Holland, a 
Fellow very often, without giving the Warn- 
ing, will trundle a Wheel-barrow againſt your 
Legs, and afterwards ſcold at you for not ſtand- 
ing out of the Way. In France, the Country 
People are very obliging, as well as ſubmiſs to 
the Gentry ; they Il often pull off their Hats 2 
good while before you come to em, and ſtand 
out of your Way in a great deal of Humility, 
till you are paſt by: But the Dutch Boors, va- 
laing themſelyesupon what they ſave by Ran 
penurious, have a Hatred and Averſion-aga1 
every Thing that ſeems more civilia d than 
themſclves. © 5 

An, What is all this to our Purpoſe ? 
Lu. More than you imagine. Where the 
Poor ſet fuch a ſmall Value upon tai 
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and efteem the better Sort far above their own - 
Rank, it muſt follow, that they will work much 
cheaper, and be contented to live much mean- 
er than where they are to haughty. 

An. I have often heard, that the ordinary 
People live no where better, than here; and 
yet you ſay, that our Mob is not quite ſo inſo- 
lent as that of the Dutch ; then how can the 
living well of the Peor be a Conſequence of 
their Haught ineſs? | 

Lu. If you ſpeak of near London, or the great 
Towns, and plentiful Counties of England, you 
are in the Right ; or elſe, in ſome Parts of 
Great Britain, the Poor live very indifterently”; 
and yet better than in ſeveral Parts of France, 
that, are more plentiful. When, in jndging 
of the Degrees of People, you would com- 
pare two Countries together, you ſhould al- 
ways examine what Proportion the one bears to 
the other. The Dutch, perhaps, have more 
Money than we, but they have no Land, nor 
Plenty in Coinpariſon to us; and if they 
were leſs induſtrious and ſaving, they could 
not make ſuch a Figure in the World, as they 
do. But how numerous and powerful ſoever 
they appear, we are a greater and richer Na- 
tion, by abundance, than they. 

An. Then you would ſay, we ought not to 
compare the Dutch Poor to ours, unleſs there 
was the ſame Plenty in Holland, that is here. 

Ly. I would fo; and then their ordinary 
People would far over-top ours; becauſe that 
Diſtance between the Degrees of People, which 
I ſpoke of before, is every way leſs in Common- 
wealtlis, than it is in Ring oms, and yet my 
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ſo great in limited Monarhies, as it is in 
t hole that are arbitrary. g 
An. But how could you prove, that the Poor 
in Hulland, it they had our Plenty, for the Rea- 
ſau you alledge, would live better than our 
Poor do here? I believe that's only a Suppo- 
litiqn. * | 
Lu. But I'll ſhewyou that it is more than pro- 
bable; the loweſt Rank of People here, only — 
better as to their Diet, but the ſame Sort of 
People in Holland, even as they are now, out- 
do ours in every Thing elſe; they are better 
ſtock d in Cloaths, though they are more ſa- 
ving of em, and always more tight and neat; 
never ſo ragged nor ſo greaſy as moſt of our or- 
dinary People are in their daily Dreſs; they 
have more Furniture and Utenſils about them, 
and Things look more decent and becoming in 
their Houſes or Lodgings, rhough they are ne- 
ver ſo low or ſolittle. Moſt of em are ſeldom 
ſo poor, but they have a {mall Hoard of Money, 
or Money's Worth, to go to in Time of Neeed; 
beſides, they could eat and drink better, if they 
would be as little provident as they are here, 
The Poor in Holland are very well paid for 
their Labour, and in Proportion of the Gains 
and Sallaries of the better Sort, far out- ſtrip our 
Poor here. A Counſellor's Fee is three Shil- 
lings, a Phyſician can hardly demand one; 
and yet a Porter earns his two Pence, and his 
fix Pence at Auſterdam, as ſoon; as they do at 
London. = . 
An. You have hitherto been very obſcure, 
Aunt, to my thinking; but now I begin to 
underſtand what you drive at. 7 
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Ln. Let me hear you. en 
Anu. You are of Opinion, that wh Na- 
tions are equal in Riches and Plenty, the low- 
eſt Rank of People will not be ſo poor in a 
Commonwealth, as in a Kingdom; and tha 
they muſt ſtill de more ſuperlatively mean in 95 
abſolute, than in a limited Monarchy. | 

Ly. That is my Meaning indeed; and by 
that you'll find how ſilly People are, that 
from tha wretched Condition of the loweſt Part 
of the People of France, conclude the Poverty 
of the whole; they don't conſider, that if the 
under Part of a Nation, where the Power is 
lodg'd in one, be ſo abjectly mean, the upper 
Part again is of a more towring Grandeur. 
When France was in its moſt flouriſhing Con- 
dition, the Country People were always poor: 
It had been well for Europe, if the Wealth of 
France had been moreequally divided among all 
the Subjects, and the Conntey People had liv'd 
as well as our Farmers and Yeomen do here, 

An. Why, Aunt? © - 

Lu. Becauſe then the French King coald ne- 
ver have rais'd ſuch Swarms of Soldiers, to keep 
ſo many Armies on Foot; nor ſo ſoon found 
ſufficient Recruits after ſuch great. Defeats and 
Loſſes as he has ſuſtain'd. | 
e But 1 thought Money was the Sinew of 

ar. 

Lu. 171 is ſo; and he has had a predigt 
Plenty of that too. But when our late King, 
of glorious Memory, made that powerful Alli- 
ance againſt him, his Money could never have 
found him Men enough Abroad to hold out, 
and ſup 1 e deſtructive Carnpaigns, and 
would ve truckl'd to us long ago, if it had 
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not been for the vaſt Numbers he had at Home, 
The Kingdom is very large, the opulent Cities 
very many, and the Towns of Note very nu- 
merous; their haughty Monarch, by being ar- 
bitrary, rather ador'd, than honour'd , the 
Pomp in which he is ſerv'd, is anſwerable to his 
Pride. The Princes of the Blood likewiſe keep 
magnificent Courts: Abundance of the Nobili - 
lity, the Clergy, as well as the Laity, have 
princely Revenues, and live up to the Height 
of 'em ; throughout the Kingdom, there are a 
great many over-grown rich People, that live 
in Splendor and Luxury; the Gentry of all the 
Provinces, in the Country, as well as theCity, 
follow the Extravagancy of the Court to the ut- 
moſt of their Abilities What Multitudes of 
Tradeſinen and Artificers mult this not employ 
in every Corner? And the whole being inſpir d 
with the ſame Gayety and Fickleneſs in their 
Faſhions, is it poſſible but this muſt, without 
conſidering any foreign Trade, occaſion an 
incredible Circulation of Money among them- 
ſelves? | 
An. You talk of Gayety and Luxury, moſt 
$ the French, that I know, are very miſer- 
gy 7 You muſt never judge of People out of 
their own Country; beſides the Alteration it 
often makes in their Circumſtances, they ſel- 
dom have the ſame Things they were us d to; 
and conſequently are forc'd to change their 
whole manner of Living. The Dutch are, with: 
put doubt, a cleanly People; but you would 
not think ſo, if you was to examine them at 
St, Catharine s. There may be a great man 
y 
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in Holland; but Avarice is no more the Co 
Vice of the one, than Laviſhneſs is of the o- 
ther; and the firſt is as much pointed at and 
ridicul'd in a plentiful Country, where there 
is an abſolute Monarchy, as the latter is diſs 
countenanc'd in a Commonwealth, where they 
have little of their own Growth. - 6141 40 

An. Then how muſt we judge of our ſelves ? 

Lu. By the ſame Rule. In our Government 
we havea Mixture of a Kingdom and a Repub- 
lick ; we have a larger, if not a more fruitful 
Country, and a greater Product of our own, 
than the Dutch; and yet we want Oil, Wine, 
and ſeveral other Things, which the French a- 
bound in; and therefore the Conſequence is, 
that for the Generality we are not ſo provident 
4 the one, and leſs extravagant than the o- 
ther. | . | 19 $I | 

An. Then, by what Ican hear, the Dutch are 
covetous and careful; we free and unthink . 
ing; and the French profuſe and mac. 

Lu. The Expreſſions are a little harſh, but 
if you ſoften em a little, it is thereabouts. 

An. But why ſhould People, under an arbi- 
trary Government, be more laviſh of their Mo- 
ney, than any other ? 490 | 

Lu. Perhaps for the very Reaſon that pro- 
feſs'd Gameſters are generally the ſame, be- 
cauſe they know the Uncertainty of keeping 
it; or elſe from that which always has had ſo 
great an Influence upon the Actions of the Peo- 
ple, the Example of the Sovereign; and the 
French for a great many Years, have had a 
rare Pattern. Lewis the XIV th has led his Mo- 
ney a weary . Life, and his Piſtoles have tra- 
vel d thro? all the Courts of Europe, © - 

| ? 
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Ar. T confeſs, that I have heard much of thy 
French Piſtole. i tte 5977” ieh een 
IL. Yes, Niece, they have not ſtopt at Mi. 
niſters of State, but brib'd even Monarchs 
themſelves, to act againſt their Intereft., and 
whole Nations have groan'd under the Weight 
of his irreſiſtible Gold. All this was ſpent out of 
his own Country; but let us ſee whether he has 
been more frugal at Home, and conſider the 
innumerable Rewards he has mw to his own 
Subjects; Monſieur Colbert left his Family 60 
Millions of Livres; to Monficur de Louvois he 
ave the whole Revenue of the general Poſt- Of. 
e of France, which yearly brought in ſeveral 
hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling. 5 
An. Now I fuppoſe you'll come to his im- 
provingof all Arts and Sciences, the Beauty of 
the Language, and the Excellency of their Po- 
etry ; but I muſt beg your Pardon, I can'ten- 
dure to hear any more in Praiſe of the French, 
unleſs I was' more able to anſwer you. I am 
very well ſatisfy d, that I have heard great 
Judges ſay, that our Language is as copious, 
out Phraſe more compendious than theirs, and 
that the beſt of our Exgliſh Poets exceed the beſt 
of the French, both in Wit, and Strength of Ex- 
preffion. s l 101 AR * | 
Lu. A true-born' Exgliſ-Woman indeed; I 
love your Company, Antonia, and I would not 
have ſaid half fo much, if I had thought the 
Subject diſpleasd you: Iſhall only tell you an 
Obſervation I have made, and then T have done. 
The Generality of all Nations think their own 
Language the beſt; but in what Part of the 
Nation do you thin the common People, and 
even the little Children, ſpeak beſt̃ - = 
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Fe 1 ſhould think near the Court. | 
Lu. *Tis true, and conſequently: — niceſt 
Judges of Language, are at the Courts. This, 
being granted, if all the Courts of Europe ſhould. 
ſpeak Feli. would you not think that a ve- 
ry good Argument of its mn. 
uage? 
, p There mi ght be other Reaſons, 4 
Lu, I am = they would offend. you more, 5 4 
and ſo no more of that. As to the next, it is 4 
very difficult to judge of Poetry in two: —— 
guages, for two Rea ſons; the firſt is, 
there is not one in ten thouſand — ace 
to that Perfection in another 
underſtand the Beauties of it, as well as he — 
F thoſe of hison. The ſecond 18, Becauſu the Rules 
f of Poetry in two Countries, according to the 
ſeveral Humours of Nations, are ſametimes as 
different as the Languages themſelves; fo that 
the Faults of the one, are often Beauties in the 
other; and it is next to an Impoſhbility, that 
Peo 1 ſhould- like, even to Fondneſs, what 
ths have been us d to, and at the ſame Time 
ban much pleas'd with what runs quite contra 
to it. Take an Exglißb- Man, that under- 
fande French enough to tranſlate from it, with 
now and then the Help of a Dictionary; 1 
poſe him to meet with a celebrated — in 
oy Language, being a Stranger tothe Elegan- 
as well as the Gravity and Eaſi 4 =) .. 
g e 'DiRion, all his Aim is, to know what: he 
calls the intrinſick Value of it, the Meaning: 
So, having roughly hammer'd out the Se e, 
he likes it extraordinary well; but as he rumi- 
nates upon it, ſome witty Flights j jumping in- 
to his Head upon the Occaſi jon, he * 5 
rench- 
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fine a Thought, without conſidering, that, ac- 


cording to the different Rules, what may be 


in Engliſh, would have been as 
5 le in the French : Inſpir'd by Wit, 
the Darling of his Country, he reſolves upon an 
Imitation, and happily renders the Subſtance 
of every Thought into good Exgliſb Verſe. 
An. I thought that was call'd Tranſlating. 
Ly. Itought to be ſo ; but when People have a 
mind totakealltheBenefit ofa Tranſlation,with- 
out being ty'd to its Strictneſs, they are pleas'd to 
call it Imitation, tho' in Reality, it is neither. 
This Verſe, we'll ſuppoſe to be extraordinary 
well writ, but yet inferior to the Original. If 
bot h theſe Poems are ſhewn toan Engliſh Critick, 
of the ſame Abilities, as to the French, with the 
former, firlt, he takes the French, and as ſoon 
as he has made himſelf Maſter of what it means, 
heis likewiſe highly pleas'd with the Fancy : But 
coming to the Engliſh, if the Thought gave a 
Pleaſure to his Mind, when it was yet wrapt 
in Ornaments, which were Clouds to him, 
and he but dimly ſaw it, it is natural to think, 
that when it is not only ſet in full View, but 


Itkewiſe adorn'd with Beauties he is fond' of, 


it will more affect and ſtrike him to the Quick; 


and let him ſtudy to be as impartial as is poſ- 


fible, the Up-ſhot muſt be this ; the Thought 


(fays he) is good, and owing to the French; 


but it is beyond Diſpute, that the Exgliſb has 


far out- done the Original. I do not ſay, nei- 


ther do I think, that our Poetry is inferior to 
the French: What I would have you know, is, 


that though Perſons are never ſo well qualify'd,' 


French-Man for not having made the beſt of ſo | 
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there is no comparing of em together, becauſe 
the Beauties are ſo different. | 11 

An. I find you think it fooliſh for us to judge 
of their Poetry; but why are they leſs to blame 
for deſpiſing ours? - 

Lu. I don't think they are; but rather more, 
becauſe few of their Criticks of Note, ever trou- 
bled their Heads half ſo much with our Lan- 
guag, as a great many of ours, that underſtood / 
French, have ſtudy'd theirs; But one Thing 
they are to be commended for, that as they 
find fault with our Poetry, they never ſteal from 
it; but one of our beſt Poets always ſpoke very 
much againſt the French, and yet took moſt of 
his Plots and Characters from them: And once, 
having borrow'd from a certain Tragedy of 
theirs, all what belongs to Judgment, or In- 
vention, he made a very good Elif Play: 
It was acted with Applauſe, the Copy ſold at a 
high Rate; and yet, in«the Preface, his Wit 
got ſo much the upper-hand of his good Nature, 
that he could not forbear railing at the Fo- 
reigner, to whom he ow'd his Succeſs. - I had 
no Deſign to ſpeak of Poetry at all, but that 
you mention'd it. atk 

An. What you ſaid of that, I can bear well 
enough, as long as you believe ours equal to 
theirs ; but I cannot abide to hear my own 
Country reviFd, of which I feel the Love fo 
warm about me. 1 5 


Lu, What Weakneſs you ſhew, III tell you 
hereafter z but don't you {te bow little Poli- 
ticks agree with young Ladies, Huanias 

An. I muſt. own, that much of em would 
ſoon tire me, and ſomething that is more de- 
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lightful and requires leſs Attention, ſuit my 
Humour better. | 0 241 11 

Lu. V hat ſay you to a diverting Story? 

An. As much of that as you pleaſe. 

Lu. A Noble-man, of ancient Family, in a 
flouriſhing Kingdom, was left Heir to an im- 
menſe Eſtate, both in Land and Money. His 
natural Parts, and the Improvements of Edu · 
cation, had render d him, before he was come 
to Age, a Man of polite Learning, and admi- 
Table Senſe: As ſoon as he was twenty one, he 
was reſolv'd to ſhew the World, by living up 
to the Grandeur of his Wealth, that he was 
worthy of ſuch princely Revenues. Upon the 
Top of a ſmall Hill, in a Gravel Ground, with- 
in two Miles of a fine River, on the North ſide 
of it, he built a magnificent Palace, about 
fifteen Miles from a populous City. The main 
Building was Stone, with a noble Front iſepiece, 
and the two Wings of Brick. An exact Regu- 
larity was obſerv'd without, and nothing but 
Conventency within. In the great Hall, two 
large Chimnies and a Stair-Caſe were of Mar- 
ble, and the Pavement of the ſame. The Wain- 
ſcot was plain and ſtrong, with ſturdy broad 
Benches round it, and the huge Grafes. as 
well as the Backs of the Chimnies, were only 
painted black. It would take up a twelve 
Month to deſcribe every Room in the Houſe; 
I ſhall only tell you, that the chief Ornament 
of the lower Rooms, was Hiſtory-painting in 
vaſt Pannels, fix d to the Walls, and ſome ex 
traordinary Pieces of Tapeſtry, The Bed-Cham- 
bers were richly hung, and ſeveral of them had 
Silver . Hearths, Sconces. and Tables. As he 
was a treat Lover of Painting, he had a fine 

Collection 
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Collection of Italian, and other er z the 
{ſmalleſt were diſtributed in ſeveral Cloſets, and 
the largeſt made a glorious Shew, upon the 
Stair-Caſes. Of Looking-glafles, Cabinet-work, 
Carving, and Gilding, there was a prodigy 
ous Quantity. But though the Furniture was 
of an ineſtimable Value, yet the judicious 
Fancy of the Maſter, ſo conſpicuous thro' the 
whole, was more ſurpriſing than all the. reſt. 
In the Dreſſing- Room of his own Apartment, 
was a Door that open'd into a Gallery, at the 
End of which was his Library: It was a kane 
ſquare, lofty Room; round it, touching the 
Cieling, were fifty fine Pieces of Limning in 
black Ebony Frames; they were ſo many Heads 
of Men, that had been famous for Learp- 
ing ; where they ended, the Books began, and 
reach'd to the Bottom ; he had none but what 
were valuable, the beſt Editions of every Thang, 
and no Work uncompleat. His Library - keep- 
er was a well-bred Man, of indifferent Learn- 
ing, that underſtood the Prices and Title-Pages 
of Books, better than their Inſides, and look d 
more like a briſk Bookſeller, than a Pedant : He 
had a great many Gentlemen that waited on 
him; and from the higheſt to the loweſt, all his 
Servants were ſo well choſen, that you might 
* ſee in their Faces, what Places they be- 
1 tence foal | ; 
That's Hane indeed , unleſs it was 
writ upon their Foreheads. oye: 
Lu. You won't allow of a Figure, I ſee; but 
to be more plain, III decribe fame of them to 
you : His Steward was a grave and affable M 
that without hurrying bimſof or others, had 
been us d to a Multiplicity of Buſineſs, His 


r | 
Secretary was, in Reality, a Man of Senfe and 
Solidity, and in Appearance, a Rattle. Hiz 
Gentleman of the Horſe, was ſlender, and well- 
ſhap'd, airy in his Mien, and proud in his 
Dreſs. | 

An. But why don't you ſay what Parts he 
had, as well as you did of the others? 

Ly. Becauſe twas no great Matter. As to 
his meaner Servants, his Foot-men were neat, 
briſk, and clever. His Coach-men were always 
jolly-look'd Fellows, that fill'd the Box, and 
hated Drinking. His Grooms were all Farriers, 
and underſtood Horſes better than Men. His 
Park-keepers were ſturdy and ill-natur'd ; but 
his Cooks were cleanly and tractable; and {6 
on with the reſt, The Wages he gave em, were 
extraordinary, but the leaſt Fault twice com- 
mitted, turn'd them off. 

An. I ſhould be glad to hear ſome more of 
their Characters. olds 

Lu. It would be too tedious to tell them you 
all; I only nam'd a few to let you know how 
nice he was in his Choice. But of all what he 
had about him, I lik'd nothing fo well, as hi 
keeping a dozeu of Gentlemen, all learned, wit- 
ty, and facetions Men, that excell'd every one 
in ſomething or other. Amongſt them, he had 
Lawyers, Phyſicians, Poets, Hiſtorians, Na- 
turaliſts, Mathematicians, great Travellers, and 
the whole made a compleat Body of Learn- 
2 = T4190 4 | 
a, What was their Buſineſs > 1 

Lu. To do what they pleas d once a Week, 
and the next to be within Call: All the reſt of 
his Domeſticks ſtood at a great Diſtance from 
him, only theſe he treated as his — 

f t 
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they were all ſingle Men, hat every one a Foot: 
man, and a couple of Horſes kept them, with 
a Salary of 300 l. a Year, beſides a fine Apart“ 
ment, and a ſplendid Proviſion for all the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life. The fix that were not in 
waiting, had always two Coaches to attend 
them, and made a Journey, at leaſt once a 
Week, to the great City; when they came 
there, they diſpers'd themſelves, and every one 
went about what Buſineſs he fancy*d moſt; not 
forgetting the Book ſellers-Shops, Coffee-Hou- 
ſes, and other Places of publick Reſort, where 
Gentlemen might be inform'd of what was 
worth knowing. One, perhaps, taking Delight 
in down-right Learning, minded nothing but 
Hiſtory, and Antiquity. A ſecond being more 
gay, enquir d after Plays and Opera's, and on- 
ly regarded Mufick, or Poetry. A third was 
always employ'd in Chymiſtry, or Botany. 

Some ſtudying Nature it ſelf, were for experi- 
| mental Philoſophy: Whilſt others had no 
mind totry any Thing but Pleaſure, and belong'd 
to ſeveral Clubs of jovial Gentlemen, made 
) Mirth their only Buſineſs. Inthefe, they chiet- 
ly diſcours'd of delightful Novels, merry Sto- - 
ries, and well invented Tales. Some excell'd in 
b Repartee, and witty Sayings. Others were e- 

minent for Epigranis, and odd Inſcriptions. And 
| ſeveral of em were not only famous for plea- 
fant Remarks upon the Accidents of human Lite, 
but likewiſe facetiouſly good-humour'd in enter- 
taining their Friends withthe diverting Paſlages 
they remember d. The Gentlemen that were 
of the Lords Retinue, commonly ſet out - 4 
in the Morning, and came back toward the E- 
vening of the next Day. When they were at 

3 Home, 
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Home, they ſpent their Time all theFore-noon in 
the ſeveral Studies to which their Inclinations led 
them, and the reſt of the Day, partly in profita- 
ble Confabulations among one another, partly 
in receiving and diſcourſing with Strangers, and 
thoſe that came to ſee them; every one, the 
Merry, as well as the more Serious, ſetting con- 
ſtantly down whatever they met with in their 
Way worth Obſervation ; and the witty Anſwer 
of a Child, or the innocent Saying of a Plow- 
man, if there was but ſomet hing extraordinary 
in them, were writ down as eagerly by ſome, as 
by others the principal State-Maxims of a- 
ny Emperor's Reign. They had what Wines 
they pleas'd, and two Tables atlow'd them with 
great Varieties, and ſeveral Officers to . ſerve 
them ; to which, as well as the great Library, 
all Gentlemen had Acceſs. Nothing was made 
more of, than Strangers of Parts: As ſoon as 
they were found to be ſuch, they were deſir d 
to ſtay, and treated moſt deliciouſſy. If any 
that excell'd in ſomething, happen'd (beſides 
the other Endowments) to be of an agreeable 
Temper, and refin'd Education, his Lordſhip 
was acquainted with it preſently. No Body, 
whoſe Mind was well-dreſs'd, was leſs welcome 
for the Meaneſs of his Habit ; and a new Suit 
of Cloaths, with half a Score Guineas, was the 
leaſt Preſent, that, in a free and obliging Man. 
ner, was offer d to thoſe that ſtood in need of 
1. | 

An. Then I ſuppoſe this Lord had abundance 
of ſuch Cuſtomers. e 

Lu. Not many; for this was only done to 
deſerving People; as for thoſe that becauſe they 
wore a black Gon, and underſtood a little ordi- 

| navy 
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nary Latin, call'd themſelves Scholars, and were 
poor both Ways, they were very little regard- 
ed, made ſeldom more than two Meals there, 
and if they begg d it, had half a Crown given 
them at their Departure. About ſix at Night, 
their Macenas was us d to ſend for three or tour 
of his Gentlemen, whom he choſe according to 
the Humour he was in, and ſo for four or five 
Hours was diverted with nothing but the Flow - 
er and Quinteflence of Learning and Conver- 
ſation, By his Evening-Recreation , judge 
of the reſt, for all his Diverſions were anſwera- 
ble one to the other. And don't you think 
now, Niece, that this Noble-man had a tolle- 
rable good Reliſh ? 

An. Ithink fo well of him, that I wiſh you 
could help me to ſuch a Hufband. a 

Lu. Take Care you don't repent. Thus he 
liv'd for twenty Years, courteous and good- 
humour'd, charitable to the Poor, generous to 
Merit, and an excellent Pay-maſter to all he 
employ d. Plenty reign'd in his Family, yet 
none, though much lefs was better order'd, and 
every Servant growing rich in his Station, by 
his Purſe, coald ſhew the Munificence of his 
Maſter. You'll wonder perhaps, when I tell 
you that the Bottom of all this was Pride 

An. Yet it was commendable, as long as ſo 
many receiv d the Benefit of it ! 

Lu. When he thought he had fufficiently con- 
vinc'd the World of the Excellency of his Taſte, 
he grew weary of all this Regnlarity, and fud- 
denly bending his Pleaſures another Way, and 
giving himſelf over to Women and Gaming, 
became vicious with the fame Application he 
kad always ſhewn in whatever he took in * 

| 2 | 
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In 5 Years Time, all his Eſtate was mortgag'd, 
his Palace: out of Repair ; and when he began 
to want Money, firit he employ'd one of his 
Retinue, of whom he had already borrow'd 
what he had, upon a Promiſe of a very high 
Intereſt, to wheedle all the reſt out of the Mo- 
ney they had laid up in his Service; then went 
his Plate, and the fine Collections of. Books and 
Pictures were parted with, without any Regret, 
*tiH nothing being able to maintain his Courſe 
of Life, himſelf was deeply in Debt,mhis Kitchin 
without Fire, and his truſty Servants ready to 
ſtarve, _ By what I have 47 it is maniteſt, 
that the Reaſon this Great Man had, for 
the beſt of his Actions, was not becauſe they 
were good, but becauſe they contributed to his 
Pleaſure ; he made his Servants rich; becauſe it 
conſiſted with his Greatneſs, and had never 
thought of their Happineſs, but it was ſervice- 
able to his Pride. 10 

An. I like the firſt Part of the Story very 
well; but the Turn of it ſeems to be very ma- 
Iicious: If there ever was ſuch a one, he muſt 
be abominated; but I can hardly think a Man 
of that exquiſite Senſe could ever be guilty of 
the latter Part. a BY 

Tu. But ſuppoſe there was ſuch a one, I would 
abominate him as much as you; but in rail- 
ing at him, would you ſay he was an ignorant 
Blockhead, and a ſorry Fellow, that underſtood 
nothing of the World, and never had known. 


what it was to keep a good Houſe 2... ... 

An. Noz for what Vice ſoever he was guilty, 
of, there was no doubt but he that had given 
ſuch Demonſtrations of his Skill, and 9 7 
and for ſo many Years us d ſuch ane 
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thods of improving himſelf, muſt be a Man of 
prodigious Parts. r ee 
Lu. Ithank you, Aitonia. Take this Noble- 
man to be the King of France, and what I told 
you of the Servants of the one, apply to the 
Subjects of the other. | | | 
An. Then they are miſerable, and little be- 
| holden to their Sovereign. I 
Lu. I am of your Opinion, but what would 
you ſay of their King ? | 1 
An. Good and Evil both; but I could not ſſ 
of the firſt with a great Affection; and indeed 
I could allow the French King all the Skill and 
Cunning you have ſet him off with, if I could 
but think that, for all that, you hated him as 
much as I would do this Noble-man with all his 
good Qualities. N 
Lu. Doubt not but that I do, and much more; 
but the King of France can never be made Ilow- 
er by being rail'd at. I wiſh all that were able, 
were as willing as I, and Taxes ſhould be con- 
tinu'd or doubl'd, if it was requiſite, one fix 
Years longer, to humble his inſolent Haugh- 
tineſs. Can any one love Liberty, and not 
abhor that harden'd Monſter of Ambition ? To 
whom the greateſt Loſſes and Calamities, of his 
Friends, are not unwelcome, if they can but 
advance his Glory, That arbitrary Fiend, that 
knowing himſelf to be the Cauſe of War and 
Famine, beholds the Miſeries of his own People 
with leſs Concern than you can ſee a Play ;. the 
Bane of Mankind, that can draw whole Schemes 
of the Deſtruction and : Devſtation of flouriſn · 
ing Cities and plentiful Countries, with the 
lame Tranquility as I can play a Game at 
Cheſs ; and if it but contributes to his gigantick 
N 3 Am 
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the Lives of a hundred thouſand 


of the moſt faithful of his Subjects, no more 


than J value the loſing of a fingle Pawn, if it 


forwards my Deſign upon your Game. 

An. Now, Aunt, you have gain'd my Heart 
intirely; and Ill own, that the King of 
France 1s the greateſt King that ever reign'd, to 
all that will lend a Hand to pull him down. But 
I believe Supper is ready, for there I ſee Tom 
coming tocall us. 

Ly. I am very well pleas'd I have convinc'd 
you at laſt, without offending you. Come let 
A 

An. Yes, Aunt; I wait on you. 


THE 


THE NINTH 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 
Lucinda and Antonia. 


Antonia, 15 is impoſſible, Aunt, a Woman that 
Iss really vertuous, and remains ſo, 
ſhould loſe her Honour, unleſs ſhe be raviſh'd ; 
and then tis a Queſtion, whether ſhe loſes it or 
not, | 
Lucinda, There 18 no Doubt, but a Woman 
that is murder'd, loſes her Life as much as ſhe 
that dies of a Fever. But that is not the Thing 
I am ſpeaking of: What I ſay, is, that no Wo- 
man, tho? of the moſt exemplary Vertue, is a- 
ble to withſtand the Treachery of ſome Men; 
if once ſhe abandons that Fear, which 1s ſo ne- 
ceſſary for her Protection, and thinking herſelf 
ſecure, ceaſes to be upon her Guard. Oh! A- 
tonia, I could give you ſuch a ſad Inſtance of 
one, that only for Want of apprehending the 
Danger, without being raviſh'd, was robb d of her 
Honour; one whoſe Conduct your ſelf ſhall not 
be able to blame, even the Moment ſhe loſt it, 
whoſe Vertue had been often try'd, and could 
never be ſaid to have left her. 
N 4 An. 
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An. That's ſtrange indeed ; and if you pleaſe 
to tell me her Hiftory, 1 ſhall hearken with 


great Attention. ; 

Lu. I will; but take Care not to interrupt 
me ſo often as you us d to do, or elſe I can't f. 
piſk it before Supper. | 

An. I won't indeed, Aunt, | 

| Ln. About the Middle of Auguſt, after the 
Diverſion of Stag-hunting. the Duke of B——, 
with five or fix of his Attendance, was riding 
a Foot-pace towards a Gentleman's Seat, whom 
he had promis'd the Honour of his Company at 


Dinner. Being advanc'd within a Muſket-Shot 


of the Houſe, which was pleaſantly ſituated on 
a rifing Ground, about three Miles from Guil- 
ford in Surrey, he ſaw thorough a By-Lane, a 
Horſe coming full Speed, and upon it a very 
young Gentlewoman, that not being able to go- 
vern it, did what ſhe could to keep her Seat, 
The Duke and thoſe that were with him, poſted 
themſelves at the Entrance of the Lane, where 
the Horſe being ſtopt in his Career, flew aſide, 
leapt the Hedge, and left his Rider behind him. 
As ſoon as ſhe was come to the Ground, two of 
the Gentlemen made what Haſte they could to 
Her Aſſiſtance; but ſhe was too nimble for them, 
and got upon her Feet before they could come 
to her. When ſhe was yet on Horſeback, the 
Fright ſhe was in, had made her look as pale 
as Death”, but being conſcious, that in the Fall 
ſhe had diſcover'd one of her Legs, at leaſt as 


far as her Kee, and finding herſelf alone, a- 


mong ſo many Men, when 'the-look'd —_— 
Bluſhes had painted her Cheeks with a —_ 
red. The Violence of the Motion had ma 

her loſe all her Head-cloths, and her — 
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black Hair, of which ſhe had abundance, play- 
ing looſely about, almoſt cover d her Back and 
Shoulders. Nothing could be whiter than her 
Skin, and her Eyes had ſomething in them ſo 
ſprightly and engaging, that the Duke, behold- 
ing her in this careleſs Poſture, thought he had 
never ſeen any Thing ſo charming before; and 
having order d two of his Grooms to catch her 
Horſe, ent teated her to take ſome Refreſhment 
at the next Houſe, ' She took a large Handker- 
chief out of her Pocket, ty'd it about her Head, 
and having tuck'd up, and hid as much of her 
Hair as ſhe could pbligingly accepted of the Offer 
that was made her. She told the Duke, who 
walked a- foot along with her, that ſhe liv'd with 
her Grand-mother, who had a Houſe at Guil- 
ford, from whence ſhe ſet out with a young Gen- 
tleman of her Acquaintance, to take a Ride z 
that the Gentleman, being a little Way before 
her, her Horſe being ſcar d at ſomething that 
lay in the Road, was run away with her over 
Hedge over Ditch, till at laſt he had brought 
her in that By-Road, at the End of which he 
threw her. Whilſt ſhe was talking, the Duke 
obſerv'd that ſheoften look d back, and ſeem d 
very uneaſy for this young Gentleman, in whoſe 
Company ſhe Was come out. Though Leonora, 
which was the young Lady's Name, was not a- 
bove fifteen, and had all the Innocence and 
Sweet neſs in her Face belonging to that Age, 
Per in her Diſcourſe and Nein, ſhe ſhew*d a 
iſcretion far above it, and had ſomething ſo 
commanding in her Eyes, as drew Reſpect from 
all that beheld them. The Duke was infinite- 
2 with her, and having complimented 
upon the Happineſs of having ſeap d ſo great 
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a Danger, under ſeveral Proteſtations of his 
wiſhing for an 1 to ſerve her, they 
enter'd the Houſe where he was expected. Ag 


ſoon as they were come in, he recommended Le- 
onora to the Miſtreſs of it, who, 3 inform'd 


of what had — took the lovely Sranger 
up into Her Cloſet, and furniſh'd her with a 
Suit of Head-cloaths, and ſeveral little Accou- 
trements ſhe wanted. Leonora having learn d 


from her, that it was the Duke of B that 
had brought her in, as ſoon as ſhe was come 


don again, begg'd his Grace's Pardon, that 


for Want of knowing his Perſon, ſhe had fail'd 
in the Reſpe& that was due to his Quality. The 
Diſorders of her. dreſs being rectify'd, ſhe ap- 
pear'd abundantly more beautiful to the Duke, 
than before, and every Thing ſhe ſaid or did, 
was ſo raviſhing to him, that before they went 
to Dinner, ſhe had made an abſolute Conqueſt 
of his Heart, They were hardly ſat down at 
Table, but a Servant told them, that a Gentle- 
man, who call'd himſelf Cleander, a{k'd for a 
young Lady, whoſe Name was Leonora. Leo- 
nora, bluſhing at the Name of Cleander, would 
have riſen from Table, had not the Duke pre- 
vented her, and told her, the Gentleman ſhould 
be defir'd to walk in. The Maſter of the Houſe 


hearing the Duke's Pleaſure, went out, and came 


back again immediately with the Gentleman, 
who, having pay'd his Reſpects to the Compa- 
ny, {fat down in a Chair that was ſet for him, 
over againſt Leonora. Cleander was a very hand- 
ſome Man, of about nineteen, rat her tall than 
thort, admirably well ſhap'd, and of a fair Com- 
plexion. He had a ſhort Campaign flaxen Wig, 
ty'd behind with a black Ribbon, a fine white 


(COTE, 
Camlet Coat, with Silver Lace, his Waſte-coat 
was of a rich Stuff, of green and ſilver, and his 
Breeches were of the ſame. | 

An. What! to ride on Horſe-back with? 

Lu. I confeſs *twas no good Huſbandy; but 
I cannot find Fault with his Fancy. His genteel 
Carriage, and a certain Eaſineſs in his Behaviour, 
beſpoke him to be of a refin'd Education, and he 
claim'd as deſervedly the good Wiſhes of the La- 
dies, as Leonora was admir'd by the Men. The 
Duke, who obſerv'd em both vexynarrowly,being 
a great Maſter in the Language of the Eyes, by 
the firſt Looks they exchang'd, found what he 
had fear'd before, that they were happy Lovers. 
Having aſk'd Clæander, how he came to find out 
Leonora, and underſtanding, that his Grooms 
23 after they had taken up Leonora s 
Horſe, had directed him thither; he could not 
forbear ſmiling at the obliging Care he had ta- 
ken to ſerve his Rival. After Dinner, Cleander 
and Leonora, without any Ceremony to the Com- 
pany, ſingl'd out one another, and went to walk 
in a Garden that join'd to the Room where they 
had din'd, which they had not left long, but 
an old Gentleman enter'd it, that ſeem'd to be 
upon very earneſt Buſineſs. The Gentleman 
of the Houſe had often ſeen him at Change, and 
the Duke knew him to.be a Man of a vaſt E- 
ſtate, but noneof them ſuſpected him to be, what 
from his own Mouth they heard he was, the Fa- 
ther of Cleander, that was come in Purſuit of his 
Son, whom he deſign'd, either by fair Means or 
by Force, to take away with him. All the 
Company ſeeming ſurpriz d at the Paſſion the 


old Gentleman was in, none of em being able 


10 imagine, what could be the Cauſe of 


a Fa- 
theres 
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ther's Severity to a Son, that in all Appearance 
was ſo compleat, and deſerving a Gentleman, Cle- 
ander's Father acquainted them with his Reaſons 
in the following Manner: Though, ſaid he, I 
have bad ſeveral Children, I have none alive but 
5 Son * 1 15 always been of 21775 agrerable 

„ bis Maſters never complain im, and I 
90 that till he was . I ie give one 
Tyftance of bis Diſobedience , but about a Tweloe- 
month ago, be fell deſperately in Love, and would 
baue marryd a young Slut that is a Beggar, and has 
hardly 1000 l. to her Portion. I have us'd all Means 
that either my ſelf or Friends could invent, to diſ- 
fwade him from it. I have told him, that I would 
never force bis Inclinationt, and defign'd, whenever 
be ſhould marry, to ſettle 2000 or 25001. a Tear 

2 bis Wife, if on bis Side he would take Care to 
chuſe one whoſe Fortuns ſhould deſerve it. About 
three Months ago, I thought his Folly began to wear 
off, and was in Hopes, that to' pleaſe an indulging 
Father, in a little Time he would wholly forget ber; 
but this Morning I have found, that bis ſeeming Com- 
pliance was only a Stratagem, the better to 3 
me. Saying this, he pull'd a Letter out of his 
Pocket, and read the following Lines, or others 
J HT HTC REN 
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' you prevent it not ſuddenly, your Sor 

* F wil ſoon be marry'd to rp 6 gs This 
Morning, inſtead of going into Cambridgeſbire, 
* as you imagine, he is gone to Guilford, whence 
“he is to take his Milſtrefs, with whom he in- 
c tends to be at Graveſend to Morrow, in order 
* to embark for Holland; where, after bis Mar- 
© riage, he deſigns to ſhelter himſelf from the 
* firſt Tranſports of your Anger. Leonora; 


2 


| Tom —- 
4 Grand · mother is in the Plot, and ſurnifhes him 
« with 10001, upon his own Cxedit. If you 
„make Haſte, you may - yet ſtop his Servant, 
** who, with a Couple of Trunks, is now wait- 
„ing for the Tide at Billingfgate, |: When the 
* Truth of what I write, ſhall beknown, Iſhall 
* diſcover to you who. is your real; but pow 
een Friend. 
bis Letter, ſaid the old Gentleman, Trecau'd 
about two Hours after my Son was gone out. Whilft 
wy Coach was getting ready, I. ſent to Billingſgate, 
and the -Foot-man with the Trunks being ſeem d, I 
cams away with all the Speed imaĩnahle. Haarim 
they were gone fram Guilford, and not being able to 
trace em any farther for a good While, at laſt 1 
met with ſome Reapers in a Field near by, that dir 
refed me bither. Cleander's Father, having ſaid 
this, went into another Room, and deſir d his 
Son ſhould be ſent to him, without telling him 
who it was that wanted to ſpeak with him; 
which being done, accordingly the young Gen- 
tleman, without being allow'd to take Leave of 
his Miſtreſs, or any Body elſe, was hurry d into 
the Coach Being come Home, his Father con- 
fin'd him to his Chamber, and put a Guard up- 
on him. There happen d at that Time to be 
an outward-bound Turky-Fleet, that lay-wait- 
ing for the Wind at Portſmouth ; which the old 
Gentleman being told of next Day, having con- 
ſulted fome Merchants, refoly'd to ſend his Son 
to Smirna, with a ſtri& Charge to keep him 
there, till farther Orders. He was fo cautious, . 
as to ſve him on board himſelf, and ſtirr'd not 
from Portſmouth, till they had weighd Anchor, 
and the whole Fleet was under Sail. 

An. Pray, Aunt, do you approve of this rigor | 
rene Way of treating Children? 1. 


. 1960 
La. I ſee no Rigour us'd at all. Marriage is 
certainly one of the weightieſt, and moſt ma- 
terial Points of Life; and if you ſee a Child un- 
der Age, that has been well educated, and con- 
ſequently underſtands his Duty, reſolv'd to en- 
ter upon it, not only without the Conſent, but 
directly againſt the Commands of his Parents, 
what Remedy is there left, but locking him up, 
or ſending him out of the Way ? 
An. I don't believe Cleander would ever have 
come to that Extremity, if he had ſeen a Poſ- 
ſibility of obtaining his Father's Conſent : And 
was it not barbarous,that a Parent ſhonld oppoſe 
a Child's Inclinations ſo violently, that had 
aways been dutiful to him, when he had no o- 
ther Plea againſt him, but his own Covetouſ- 
neſs? Had Leonora been a five and twenty or 
thirty thouſand Pound Fortune, no queſtion, 
but the old Hunks would have lik'd her for a 
Daughter-in-Law, tho' ſhe had been lame,grook- 
ed, or a Natural. Suppoſe the had been wortlt 
nothing, what he could give with his Son, was 
more than enough to make em live comfor- 
tably, if not ſplendidly. It he had really 
lov'd him, and regarded his Happineſs more 
than his own avaricious Temper, would he not 
rather have ſeen his only Child live near him in 
the Enjoy ment of the Voman he lov'd, than 
Have ſent him among Turks and Heathens, to 
ſpend the pleaſanteſt Part of Life in Baniſh- 
ment and Affliction? 9555 
Lu. A very pretty Doctrine! at that Rate, 
if a young Stripling, newly come from School, 
fancies a Cook-Wench, or perhaps a common 
Stumpet, ſo he does but love her very well, and 
his Father has Money enough to keep em both, 
vou 
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ou would adviſe a Man of a good Eſtate, to let 
im marry her, rather than that by a little Ab- 
ſence, he ſhould ſtrive to wean him from his 
unreaſonable Paſſion. 2 SES" 
An. Where was the Unreaſonableneſs of Cle- 
anders Paſſion ? Leonora was a Gentlewoman, 
and cough Ts . 2 his own 4 
ver-grown Eſtate, call'd her a Beggar, yet he 
on d ſhe had a thonſand Pounds; 3 2 
charming young Creature, brought up extra- 
ordinary well, and had a Diſcretion above her 
Ten i n | 8 | 0/3 
Ly. Don't lay too much Streſs upon that, 
for, being but. fifteen, ſhe might have Diſcre- 
tion above her Age, and not have ſuch a vaſt 
Stock neither. A very diſcreet Woman would 
hardly venture to run away with a Prentice, 
before he was out of his Time. 18 
An. I thought Cleander liv'd with his Father, 
and had been brought up a Gentleman. <A 
Lu. He was ſo; but would you not allow a 
Father the ſame Priviledge over his Son, that a 
Maſter has over his *Prentice? _ ., 5 
An. No, that Compariſon won't hold; for a 
Prentice, after ſeven Years Service, is made free; 
but the Duty of Children to their Parents, ne- 
ver ceaſes ; and if the Father lives long enough, 
the Son muſt be bound at fourſcore, and can 
never be out. of his Time. N 
Lu. That's a Miſtake, noni; Children, 
as well as Prentices, are made free by the Law. 
It is true, that the humble Submiſſion, Reſpect, 
and Veneration we owe to Parents, not on- 
ly for our Being, which I think is the leaſt Ob- 
ligat ion, but likewiſe for the anxious Care, Trou; 
ble, and Charges they have been at, f ; 
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laſt for ever; but when we come to be of Age, 
wa are no more ty'd to ſo ſtrĩct an Obedience to 
their Commands, but we have Liberty to ex- 
amine into the Equity of them; nay, may 
juſtly refufe to comply with them, if they 
2 too unreaſonable. Cleander and Leonora both 
e well have ftay*d two Years longer; t 

Had no Reaſon to fear, that m-that Time, 2 
and Wrinkles ſhonld over-takethem. 

An. But they hau no great Reaſon neither 
to think, that his covetous Father would more 
dare to that Match afterwargs, t thay be did 
Dre. 

Lu. If chender Father , — eh the 
Conftancy of his Son's Affection, had refus'd 
upon the Account ot the Smallnels of her Por- 
tion, to give him one ſuitable to his own Abili- 
ties: When his Son was come to Age, then he 
had been to blame, but he was much in the 
N * in what he did; whilſt his Son was under 

Age, and himſelf in a manner accountable for his 
Actions. It is not ſafe for Parents to ve their 
Conſent to any Thing of Moment, that Chil- 
dren may aft, whilſt they are under Age, un. 
leſs it ae a Viſible Advantage te to them. 

An. Why fo, pray? 

Lu. Becauſe 11 Children miſcarry in chat 1 
ry Thing, tho” they had been never ſo fond of 
it W Than they Il be ſure to upbraid their 
Parents with it, Why did they let me? I was 
raw and foolith, and kpew no better; they had 
_ Experience, and 'onght to have been wi⸗ 
; I was under their Governinent 3 they might 

Dae me; ti their Fault. Theſe are 


commonly the Thanks with which the Indul- 


Renee of imprudent Parents is repaid, - 
N. 
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An. But pray let me hear, how Leonord took. 
this abrupt Be tegs , F | Ack, 
Ln. As ſoon as Cleander was come out of the 
Garden, the Duke went to ſupply his Place, and 
having walk'd a pretty while with his beau» 
tifal Miſtreſs, and faid abundance of obliging 
Things to her, they both came in; when the 
Gentlewoman of the Houſe taking Leoyora to the 
Window, told her, who it was that had fetch'd 
Cleahder away. This was terrible News, and 
not being able to ſtifle the Grief it caus'd her, 
ſhe turn'd pale and trembl'd, and all the Cou- 
rage and Diſcretion ſhe was Miſtreſs of, could 
hardly _ her from burfting out into Tears. 
before all the Company ; but rallying all the 
Reaſon and Spirit, ſhe could muſter up, ſhe a{k'd 
for her Horſe, and deſir'd to take her Leave; 
but it not being thought adviſeable ſhe ſhould 
venture upon a Horſe, that had thrown her be- 
fore, they ſent her Home in the, Coach. Several 
Days elaps'd, before ſhe could get any Tidings. 
of Uleander z but when ſhe heard how his Father 
had diſpos d of him, and that againſt his Will 
he was ſent to S mirna, ſhe ſwounded away, A- 
bout a Fortnight after the Duke had ſeen her 
firſt, thinking, that by this Time her Sorrow 
1 be ſome what abated, he went to give her 
a Viſit, and bad a long Conference with her 
Grand-mother, who kept her Coach, and liv'd 
in very good Faſhion. She had been marry'd 
twice, and enjoy d about ſeven hundred a Year 
for Life, which was the Income of two Joyn- 
tures; of which, after her Death, one was to 
5 to a Grand - ſon of hers, and the other, to a 
nfman of her a wa Befides this, 


ſhe 
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ſhe had 3.or 4000 Pounds in Money, which 
ſhe deſign'd for Leonora. She was a Woman 
that lov'd Greatneſs, and was very ſorry to fee 
all the Hopes of a Match between Cleander and 
Leonora vaniſh'd. The Duke ſaw he had gain d 


but little upon the young Lady this firſt Viſit, 


her Heart being yet too much engag d, and 


therefore, to loſe no Time, reſolv'd to make his 
chief Applications to her Grand-mother in his 
next. The old Woman knew, that the Duke 
was marry d, and that he could have no other 


Aim, than to debauch hex Grand-daughter,and' 


at beſt, keep her as a Miſtreſs, yet the Con- 


verſation and Addreſſas of a Man of his Quali- 
ty, together with the Preſents he made her, 
were ſuch powerful Temptations, that ſhe not. 
only hearken'd to his Propoſals, but likewiſe 
promis'd him, that ſhe would make her Grand- 
daughter ſo ſenfible of the Honour he did her, 
that he ſhould have no Reaſon to complain of 
her Conduct. Now Leonora was attack d on both 
Sides; yet, in ſpight of the Duke's Aſſaults, and 
the old Woman's Treachery, ſhe remain'd un- 


moveable; whether a Principle of real Vertue, 


a Diſlike to ſomething in the Duke's Perſon, or 
elſe the Love to Qleander, was the Cauſe, could 
not eaſily be determin'd ; but the Buke, judg- 
ing it to be the latter, went to.Cleander's Father, 
who, to his great Gricf, had been inform'd 
from Turkey, that his Son's Love ſtill continu d. 
The Duke, as taking Part in his Concern, told 
him, that if Leonora was of the ſame Conſtan- 
cy, they would have one anot her at laſt, if-e- 
ver Cleander liv'd to be his own Maſter ; but 


11 


that the only Thing to prevent it, would be, 


8 „ dt eat 1 — 0 = TT „ 


3 

if each of the Lovers could be indu d to e- 
lieve the other dead. The I. e of thy 
Artifice was plain; the old Gentleman thank'd, 
the Duke for his Advice, had Letters writ to, 
Turkey that mention'd Leonora's Death,, and; 
ſpread the ſame falfe Report of his Son BUSCAE: 
hough Leonora had little or no Hopes of ever 
being Cleander's Wife, yet the News of his Death, 
afflicted her very much, and was far from ma- 
king that Alteration in her, which the Duke 
had expected from it. He really lov'd her, and 
was always charm'd with her Company, which, 
never wasdeny'd him; but yet, having courted. 
her very near a twelve Month, without being 
able to obtain the Height of his Wiſhes, he be · 
gan to be tir d: He had often profer'd, to ſettle; 
two thouſand a Lear upon her for her Life; 
which, with the Reſpect he ſh2w'd her, and his 
Aſſiduity in following of her ſo long, Without 
making any Progreſs, were undeniable Props, 
of the Sincerity of his. Paſſion, The old Wo- 
man, perceiving that the Duke was out of Pa- 
tience, began to be very angry with her Grand- 
daughter, and inſtead of uſing Perſwaſions. as. 
— _ 8 ments, now ſtorm'd * Ws = 
ing her obſtinate Slut, and ungrateful Baggage, 
and daily told her, that if ang Cel 
never expect to ſee a Farthing of her Money. 
Leonora being of a noble, generous: Mind, de- 
ſpis'd her Threats, but yet quickly grew we: +; 
ry of the Life ſhe led; and ſecing but one 
Way to mend her ſelf, and get rid o the Duke es 
Addreſſes, the took a brave Reſolition, went; 
directly to the Dutcheſs mn and having 
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told her who ſhe was, and every Thing that had 
| „ 4 to her, begg'd her Protection in ſo ear - 
neſt and obliging a manner,that the Dutcheſs,ad- 
miring the Virtue and Conſtancy of ſo young a 
Creature, 42 to take Care of her, made 
her one of her Gentlewomen. The Duke was 
ſurpriz'd to ſee her among the Retinae of his 
Dutcheſs, but had the good Manners never 
to ſay any Thing of it. Being of an amorous 
Diſpoſition, and ſeeing no Poſſibility of ma- 
king Leonora yield, in a little Time he pitch'd 
upon another Object, on purpoſe to forget her, 
When Leonora had left Guilford, the old Woman 
was a little concern'd at the Loſs of her Grand- 
daughter, but that of my Lord Duke's Viſits, 
and the Honour of having his Coach ſo often 
ſtand at her Door, was ſo great a Motification 
to her Vanity, that ſhe would never be recon- 
ciFd again to Leonora to her dying Day, which 
trappening about half a Year after, her Grand- 
daughter's Departure, ſhe left all what ſhe had 
to diſpoſe of, to her Grand-ſon. Leonora be- 
ing very good-humour'd, and of a ſweet, a- 
greeable Temper, the Dntcheſs had a more than 
ordinary Kindneſs for her; ſhe had abundance 
of Suitors, and her Beauty increaſing, as ſhe 
grew up in Years, ſhe made daily new Con- 
queſts. The great ones that admir'd her, 
courted her for the fame Purpoſe, as the Duke 
had done before; them the never harken'd to; 
and of thoſe that had more hononrable Inten- 
tions, there was none ſhe could like yet 
her Humour was ſo little coquet, that ſhe. of- 
ten wifh'd her ſelf but indifferently ſettl'd in 
the World, to avoid the Myltitude of Nr 


D 
lants that was ſo troubleſome to her. The 
Dutcheſs was very well acquainted with Leo- 
nora's Mind; ſhe had a great Confidence in her 
Vertue, but yet, conſidering her Age, and the 
Danger ihe was continually expos'd to, thought 
Marriipe e for her: She knew, 
that among the Captives of her Beauty, there 
was a e a rich and induſtrious Man, 
with whom ſhe had often dealt conſiderably; 
and being inform'd, that he ſeen!'d to be in 
great Earneſt, advis d Leonora not to flip this 
Opportunity. A few Days after, the Dutcheſs 
ſpoke to ham her ſelf, and in a little Time the 
Match was made up, and Leonora marry'd. 
Her Huſband's Name was Aclandor , he was then 
worth above ſeyen thouſand. Pounds, to which 
Leonora's Portion added another. In his Bu- 
ſineſs he was ſkilful and” ſtirring, and out of 
em à very good-humour'd Man, of a jovial 
Temper, and a merry Companion. To ſhun 
the Butter-flies that us'd to ſurround Leonora, 
when ſhe was a Maid, upon her Requeſt, he 
left the Pall-mall, and took a very good Houſe 
in the City. | | 

An. Then I am baulk'd in m Den, 
for I was ſtill in hopes, that Clea would 
have had her at laſt, in ſpight of all Oppoſition, 
When they walk'd together in the Garden, I 
thought them ſuch a handſome Couple, fo well 
match'd in every Thiug, but Money, which 
neither of them valu'd, that I did not queſtion 
but they were cut out for one another. 

Lu. That is, becauſe you are ſo us d to Ro- 
mances, where, in the Beginniug, you may , 
always ſee who and who 0 together; but 

| * in 
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in, in Ne ature, it molt commonly happens other. 


An. But did Cleander never again come to 
25 gland? 
| Ts I find that Leonora's Story takes up more 
Tune, than I thought, and therefore remem- 
der where Ileave off; Ill tell you the Remain- 
der after Supper, 88 
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BETWEEN 


Lucinda and Antonia. 


Lucinda, D Ecauſe I am not always in a Hu- 
mour to anſwer them, aſk what 
Queſtions you pleaſe when I have done, but don't 
interrupt me. | | 
An. I am all Obedience, Aunt. The laſt you 
Aaid, was, that Alcaudor | 
Ly. I remember it very well ---. When the 
falſe News of Leonora's Death had reach'd Cl- 
anders Ears, the firſt Emotions of his Grief were 
very violent; but thoſe Tranſports of Affliction 
ceaſing, and himſelf conſidering, that there was 
no recalling of the Dead, he grew calm at laſt, 
ſtrove to divert his Sorrows as well as he could, 
and wanting for no Money, took all the Plea- 
fares which that charming, as well as plentiful 
Country (affords, | Being one and twenty, he 
went to Naples by Sea, and from thence travel- 
ling through Italy, France, and Germany, after 
having been out four Years, came back to His 
native Country. He was much ſurpriz d, when 
eee 
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but m̃uch more, when he underſtood, that the 
Report of his Death, as well as that of Leono- 
72's, had both been induſtriouſly ſpread by his 
own Father. He writ to his Miſtreſs, that ſhe 
might not be frighten'd, and went to ſee her the 
next Day. Being grown taller and more Man- 
ly, in Spight of all her Vertue, Leonora could 
not forbear being charm'd with the Sight of him, 
and Cleander thinking her a thouſand times more 
beautiful than when he left her, was in a con-: 
tinual Rapture; ſometimes extolling the Strength 
of Graces, that in his Abſence had been added 
to her Features, with all the Signs of Admira- 
tion, he took her in his Arms, and almoſt ſti- 
fled her with his Embraces; then ſuddenly ſtar- 
ting from her, he ſtorm'd at his own Creduli- 
ty, and violently lamenting the Cruelty of his 
Fate in bitter Execrations, exclaim'd againſt the 
treacherous Deceit that had been put upon em 
bath. Sometimes aſſuming a ſofter Air, he 
would complain of having been tos conſtant a 
Lover; then fixing his Eyes on hers, with an 
_ unſpeakable Tenderneſs, and ſighing fervently, 
diſſolve in Tears, that ſilently upbraided her 
with having forgot him too ſoon; but when 
Leonora, mov'd by the Significancy of his dumb 
Language, as well as the Injuſtice of the Charge, 
had told him, with a candid Look, how: tire- 
ſome and vexatious all Courtſhip, even of the 
moſt noble and moſt accompliſh d, had been to 
her, gyer ſince he had been gone, and made him 
ſenſible, that ſhe had taken her Refuge to Ma- 
trimony, far no other Reaſon, but becauſe it 
wag the only Means that could ſhelter her from 
the continual Plague of 8 Oh 
bow. big Soul was raviſh'd ! "He ee 
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Knees, and throwing himſelf at her Feet, pay'd 
Adoration to her Vertue; but when ſhe ha . 
1y chid him for the Extravagancy of his Paſſi- 
on, and ſmilingly rais'd him from the Ground, 
he could contain himſelf no longer; his Flan 
blaz'd out, he forgot her preſent State, as w 
as the Wretchedneſs of his own” Deftiny, and 
eagerly claſping himſelf about her, kiſs'd her 
with — Extaſy of Joy, as if his Love bad 
been in Tranquility, and himſelf in the Midſt 
of Enjoyment. Leonora was at abundance of 
Trouble, before ſhe could make Cleander reco- 
ver his Diſcretion, and at ſome Difficulty to 
preſerve her own, till at laſt they parted un- 
willingly in a great Confuſion on both Sides. 
The next Morning ſhe ſent him a Letter, which 
being a very remarkable one, I have remem- 
-bertd Word for Word, and was writ thus: 
Dear Cleander, 
* I Thought I might have allow'd your Viſits, 
and not committed a Crime; but Experi- 
'* ence has taught me, that I cannot ſee you 
without: What an Exceſs of Weakneſs and 
* Frailty have I been guilty of! And yet, be- 
lieve me, the Violence I did tomy ſelf, in not 
© betray ing more, was much greater. Once 1 
think I puſh'd you from me, but then I play d 
the Hypocrite. I was pleas d with the vigorous 
*-Tranfports of your Love, and took Delight 
in the Fervency of your Kiſſes : Why ſhould 
hide any Thing from you, Cleander? The 
Minute you left me, I was upon the Brink of 
Ruin: What would become "of my Honour, 
* ſhould I ever behold yon again in that tran- 
, feendant Height of Pajhon'? I confeſs Tſhould 
Dr 
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yet I hope I am vertuous, becauſe I fed 
I want not Reſolution to avoid it for e- 
It will be a hard Taſk, I own it, but 
© there is no other Remedy; and depend upon 
< it, we mult never never meet again upon Earth. 
© If you ſuffer half the Torment in obeying 
1 er Commands, that I feel in impo- 
< ſing of them, be aſſur'd, that Iſhall always re- 


main your 4 U 
This was an Oracle to Cleander , for havi 
left a Letter for his Father, in which he bid him 
to farewel for ever, full of Invectives againſt 
the barbarous Treachery he had play d him, he 
went out of England, and whether he dy'd at 
Sea, or elſewhere, was never heard of any more. 
Though Leonora was preſently inform'd of his 
leaving the Country, yet ſhe ſeldoin went A- 
broad, and took Delight in nothing for a great 
while after; but hearing no more Tidings of 
Him, Time at laft wore away her Concern, and 
ſhe liv'd as ſhe had done before. Alcandor, who 
had thought his Wife the moſt charming Crea- 
ture in the World, when he courted: her, was 
one of thoſe, that after a 'Twelvemonth's Mar- 
riage, think the moſt beautiful, and the moſt 
indifferent Woman, the ſame.” He could not be 
call'd an unkind Huſband, for he gave her what 
ever ſhe aſk d, let her do what ſhe pleas d, was 
ſeldom out of Hninour, always treated her ci- 
villy, and lov'd no other Women; yet he wan 
ted that engaging Tenderneſs, which is the Soul 
of Love. He was hardly ever at Home, but a 
Nights, and at Din ner - Time. In the ena 
be minded getting of Mon „ nd his Aft r- 
noons and Evenings: were conſecrated to — 
* ** | "vii 
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ion, and the Enjoyment: of bis Bottle and 
is Friend. Laonpra had no more Affection for 
him when he marry d her, than for a Stranger 
ſhe had never ſeen, and lov d him, only becauſe 
ſhe knew it to be her Duty. Being a witty Wo- 
man, that was conſcious of her own Charms, 
and had refin'd Notions of Love, ſne could take 
but little Delight in a Huſband's Indifferency, 
that knew no other Way of expreſſing his Kind- 
neſs, but by his Embraces ; A Palate like her's, 
could not reliſh the courſeſt Food of Love, un- 
leſs it had been ſeaſon d with that obliging Soft- 
neſs, and anxious Regard, in which the Delica- 
cy of the Paſſion conſiſts. She was reſerv'd, 
and being careful ef her Reputation, as well as 
her Vertue, very circumſpect in all her Behavi- 
our, and wonder'd her Huſband would often 
come in with a Friend, leave him alone with her, 
and go about his Buſineſs, without ſhewing a- 
ny Concern, or ever after examining into his 
Conduct, more than if ſhe had been an old Wo- 
man, that had nothing tempting about her. 
This ſhe thought was a great Careleſineſs, if 
not a deſpicable Neglect in a Man, that had a 
young and beautiful Wife, and ſeldom convers'd 
with Men of the ſtricteſt Chaſtity. They had 
been marry'd about five Years, when comi 
Home one Night, he told Leonora, that he had 
made a Bargain with a Gentleman that was to 
live and board with them, who was: certainly 
the belt Company in the whole World. Having 
no Deſign to ſurprize, Antonia, but only to ſhew 
you what Danger the moſt vertuous of our Sex 
fore I go on any farther, LI tell you what this 


Gentleman was, and. how Alcandor came to be 
\£5 12 @ g its 1 ; 1 . 3 a 33 acquainted | 
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acquainted with him. His Name was Mincio'; 
as to his Perſon, he was a clean, well-look'd, 
faſhionable Man, near thirty, of an admirable 
Carriage, and «exquiſite Senſe, but the greateſt 
and moſt {kiltul Diſſembler upon Earth. No 
Mimick could ever aſſume ſo many Forms as 
himſelf, and he could act more different Parts 
than any Player in the Univerſe. His Father, 
who had been dead ſeveral Years, in his Life- 
time had been a very whimſical Fellow ; and 
having a great mind his Son ſhould learn to ſniſt, 
and live in, as well as underſtand the World, 
had given him a very ſtrange, and uncommon 
Education: For tho he had a Eſtate to 
leave him, when the Boy was twelve Tears 
old, and a great Proficient in Latin and Greek, 
He took him from Weffminfer-School, to let him 
run of Errands, and be one of the Vinegar- 
Drawers in a great Tavern: Having been 
there about two Years, he put him to a ſhuf- 
fling Sort of a Sollicitor, that had learn'd all 
his Law in the Fleet, and the re with 

him he ſtay d as long as he had been with the 
Vintner, and then was ſent to a broken Gold- 
ſmith, that was turn d Stock- Jobber, and 
counted a great Villain. The Boy being 2 
ſharp Lad, in every Station pleas'd his Maſters; 
and being an arch Rogue, at eighteen his Fa- 
ther made him a Nobleman's age, where he 
ſtay'd almoſt three Years; and after that, gi- 
ving him a ſmall Cargo, ſent him tothe We#- 
Indies. He had not been there long, but the 
old Man dy'd, and, to his great Amazement, 
left him eight hundred a Lear, and above twice 
as much in Money. Coming away with the 
firſt Opportunity, he took Poſſeſſion of oy E- 
oe COP: oY ates 
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ſtate. Confidering by himſelf, what Poſts he 
had been in, it was impoſſible for him to find 
out what his Father had deſign'd to bring him 

up to. 10007" ned. . 
1 Unleſs it was to the Gallows. | | 
Lu. One would think ſo indeed.  Mirciowas 
of a Gentleman: like | Diſpoſition, and not ha - 
ving forgot his Latin, went to live at Oxford, 
having been there about two Years and a half, 
he went to ſee Italy and France, ſtay d a twelve 
Month at Paris, and came back over Holland. 
Having finiſn'd his Travels, he took Cham- 
bers in Gray s Inn, with an Intent of ſtudying 
as much of the Law as ſhould fuit with his 
Pleaſure, When he was about 26 Years old, he 
was jilted by a Woman he low d very paſſionate - 
ly; and ever ſince re ſolving to be reveng'd on 
the whole Sex, he had made it his whole Buſineſs 
to deceive and ruin as many as he could. He 
deſpis d every Thing that was eafy, and only 
lay in Wait for ſuch, as were counted cunning 
and difficult, and commonly for Women of a very 
good Reputation, Having heard of Leonora s 
exemplary. Vertue and Reſervedneſs, as well as 
dazling Beauty, he thought attacking her 
would be a noble Enterprize. Being refolv'd 
upon this, he made himſelf acquainted with 
Alcandor, put on the facetious Humour he lik d. 
and in a little Time, ſobewitch'd him with his 
Company, that the other could hardly live a 
Day without him. In Converſation, Mincio 
always N to be a great Stranger to 
Love and Courtſhip, one that was na Admirer 
of the Ladies, and preferrd a Bottle of Bur- 
gundh to all the Favours the fineſt Woman in 
Chriendlom had to beltow. Alcandor, who kept 
me 
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2 very good "Houſe, had oſten invited him to 
Dinner, but Mincio . ſome Pretence or o- 
ther, ha&:alwaysrefus'd him. They had Known 
one another about a Month, when Mincio, be- 
inf at the Tavern witk Alrandor, and others, 

dthe Company, that he was weary of Gray s- 
Inn, and deſign d to take Lodgi * the City, 
if he could meet with a Place to his Mind. A 
Day or two after he had given this Hint, talk- 
ing of it ſeriouſly to Alcandor, he told him, that 
he would not be with People that us d to let their 
Rooms, that he hated the fiddle faddle of a 
great many Women in a Houſe, and the bawl- 
ing of Children; but wifn'd he could get in 
ſome quiet neat Family, of either a Merchant 
or Gentleman, that kept a good Table, ſuch a 
one that was a little of his own Humour, that 
would be merry, and drink a Bottle with him 
in an Evening. He nam'd a great many other 
Things, deſcribing the Particulars he wanted, 
with ſo much Cunning; that without diſcove- 
ring his Aim, you could hardly have found 
two Houſes in all Landen, where thoſe Requiſites 
vuvere to be met with, beſides Alcandor s own. Min- 
cio needed not to have been ſo over cautious; 
for Alcandar being fo wholly wrapt up with 
him, that having ſwallow'd the Hook before 
the other had half finiſn'd his Cant. was over- 
Joy'd at the Thoughts of having him ſo near 
him, immediately after an obliging Manner pro- 
fer d him what Conveniences his Houſe could 
afford. You may eaſily believe that they ſoon 
agreed. Alcandor and Leonora had a pretty Boy, 


that was turn'd of Four, a mannerly Child, 


of: an engaging Humour; whom they both, but 
eſpecially the Mother, were deſervedly —_— 
* l Und 
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Leonora, though almoſt three 
old, having never had any other Children but 
1s; and; black Beauties commonly not fad: 
ſoon as others, was ftill in the full Stren 
of all ___ ms, 22 
and having ſeen a great the was 
very good Judge of Mankind. As from as 
had thrown her Eyes N Mincio, and fur- 
d preſently: c 


the 2 

del ir, that it would nat be 
be attack d, and arming 

herſelf with her wonted Vertue, kept upon her 

Guard. The firſt Thing in which ſhe ſuf} 


him, was, that extraordinary Liking he ex- 


$d/ to her Son: He play d with him for 
whole Hours, ſeldom came in, or went out, but 
had ſome little Preſent or other for him, and 
ſeem'd to admire Thing he ſaid or did. 
She knew, that Men, for the 
care but little for other Peoples Children, moſt 
always think them troubleſome, and hardly e- 
ver take Pleaſure in bearing thoſe little Im- 
3 e _ beſt of them will be 
guilty of, if you make them your Companions. 
And thus all the Love he beſtow'd upon the 
Child for the firſt three or four Days, was by 
the Mother conftru'd to be a upon her- 
ſelf; but when eight or ten Days being elaps d, 
Mincio made not the leaſt: A 
nora having been alone with him ſeveral times, 
had not diſcover d, by either Word or Look, the 


ſmalleſt Symptom of what ſhe fear d, ſhe c j] 
not tell what to make of him. He always was- 


and good-humour'd, to herſelf he was: 


merry 
moſt reſpectſully civil, the Fondneſs he had 


ſhewn from the Beginning to her Son, 8 4 


_ = 
we - I. —— 


ity of em, 


and: Lao. 
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daily to encreaſe, and himſelf extraordi 
well pleas'd with the Entertainment hereceiy'd. 
He had an admirable Knack of telling a Story, 
= he never troubl'd his Company with any, 

ut what were very much apropos, and feem'd to 
be wanted, or ever brought in two at one Time, 
that tended to the ſame Purpoſe, | though his 
Head contain'd choice Varieties: of them upon 
almoft every Subject. This made him always 


new, as well as agreeable in Converſation : All 


his Diſcourſe was as chaſt and clean, as it was 
ſprightly and diverting : He never made Uſe of a 
double Entendre, or any Expreſſion, tho' in the 


higheſt of his Mirth, that had the leaft Ten- 


dency to Looſeneſs or Immorality.' Satyr he 
pretended not to be his Province, and never 
medd1'd with it upon any Account whatſoever : 
The only Thing he ſomet1mesridicuFd, was Love, 
always taking Care, that his Eſteem and Vene- 


ration to the Sex, ſhould be as conſpicuous, as 


the Defiance which he bid to their Power. - This 


latter, in a Gentleman of his Aſpe&, and of his 
Politeneſs to Leonora, was the moſt ſurprizing 


of all. She never had yet been in a Man's Com- 
pany, but more or in either his Counte- 
Rance, Speech, or Actions 


an unaffected Freedom, could gaze on em, 


and- doing Juſtice to her Beauty, ſpeak of her- 
Charms as uneoncernedly, as the Minute after 
he would extol the happy Features of her little 
Son. What ſtrange perverſe Creatures we Wo⸗ 
men are! The chaſf and wary Leonora, Who 
would ſo bravely have reſiſted him, in Caſe be 
had aſſaulted her with Love; ſhe len poagner® 


77... ²˙ — to. w . ao. LR 


ſhe had obſerv'd, 
that the piercing Luſtre of her Eyes made ſome: 
Ki re upon his Soul; but only -Mimcio, 


* 
' 


PII. 4 
herſelf for a vigorous Defence, whilſt ſhe dread- 

ed the Danger of Vice, was foil'd by well diſ- 
ſembl'd Vertue, and envying his cold Indiffe- 
tene, was ready to quarrel at the Weakneſs of 
her Charms, till quite diſarm'd of all her Fear, 
ſhe almoſt could have wiſh*d him leſs inſenſible. 
Aincio ſhew d a particular Friendſhip for Alcar- 
dor, was always in his Intereſt, and ſeem'd to 
take part in every Thing that concern'd him ; 
he had likewiſe much reform'd and wean'd him 
from the Tavern. Alcandor now often ſupp'd at 
Home, and Leonora, who always made one in 
their Converſation, had more of his Company, 
and was treated with more Tenderneſs. Being 
of a grateful Temper, and knowing to whom 
the ow'd the Obligation, ſhe n to look up- 
on Mindio as a real Friend, and thinking him 
the beſt of Men, lov'd him with all the Since- 
rity of a Siſter. Though Mincio profeſs'd a ſtrict 
Vertue, yet his Humour was always gay, and 
nothing came from him that was not equally | 
diverting,” as it was inſtructive: Living in this 
Harmony, Leomva, as well as Alcandor, thought 
him the greateſt Bleſſing that ever was come to 
their Houſe, Mincio had been with them ſix 
Months, when ſuddenly he ſeem'd to be ſeiz'd 


with a or Fon — and all his Sprightli- 
neſs and Gayety was gone. It was ſo viſible, 


that Leonora, ſpeaking one Morning of it to 4l- 
candor, he told her, that he had obſerv'd it as 
well as ſne: Knowing his ample Circumſtances, 
tliey could not imagine what ſhonld be the Rea- 
fon of it, and were both . equally afflicted, to 
ſee their Friend ſo chang'd. Alcandor had of- 
ten queſtion'd him about it, Leonora had done 
che fans; but neither * ever po 
a 
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any Thing from him, but ſome frivolous Ex- 
cuſe or other. When he ſaw ſometimes that he 


was much obſerv'd, he would ſeem to ſtrive to 
be merry, but with ſo much Reluctancy, that 


it was very eaſy to be ſeen his Mirth was forc'd, 


Alcandor, Who was a great Enemy to Sadneſs, 
ſeeing he could gain nothing upon him, pity'd 
him, but went Abroad to look for better Com- 
any. Leonoraremembering how he always us d 
laugh at being in Love, at firſt could not 
ſuſpect that to be the Cauſe, till at laſt, think- 
ing it might be a Puniſhment upon him, for 
confiding too much in his own Strength, ſhe 
was reſolv d to try him. She now was as fami- 
liar, and us'd the ſame Freedom with him, as 
if he had been her Brother, and one Night talk- 
ing together, Alcandor happening not to be at 
Home, Mincio counterfeited one that is very 
fad, and endeavours to appear otherwiſe; when 
Leonora taking Hold of this Opportunity, told 
him, Don't you know the Proverb, Mincio ? Love 
and Cough won't be hid. Iis in vain-you H rive 
to conceal it. She look d upon him, and ſaw him 
in ſo great a Confuſion, that ſhe wiſh'd ſhe had 
not nam'd it. He preſently ſeem'd to recover 
himſelf, and with a great deal of Concern, de- 


nying the Charge, took abundance of Pains to 


divert her from that Thought; looking all the 
while like one that ſees his moſt weighty Secret 
betray'd. Now Leonora knew the Diſtemper, 
but how to find gut. the Cauſe, ſhe could not 
tell: Who was the wonderful Fair, that tri- 
ump'd over that Heart, which ſhe had always 
thought impregnable! The firſt ſhe thought on, 
was herlſelf ; but ſhould a Man of his Addreſs 
and Ingenuity,- that was in the fern FRE 
| wr 
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with her, not all this While have found out a 
Way to let her know it, if he lov'd her; nay, 
ſhould ſhe herſelf never have diſcover'd it ? As 
to others, ſhe could think of no Body. Since 
he had liv'd with her, he had ſeldom been A- 
broad, but with her Huſband, and of late he 
had been more at Home than ever z where ever 
he had plac'd his Affections, it was plain his 
Miſtreſs was not kind, unleſs it was an Object, 
which either his Vertue or Diſcretion would not 
allow of, and he endeavour'd to ſtifle his Paſſi- 
on. But if ſo, then why might it not be herſelf? 
Leonora's Thoughts being thus employ'd to find 
out the Diſturber of Mincio's Reſt. e deſign'd 
to watch him narrowly, if it was poſſible to 
dive farther into his Secret, with a Reſolution 
of keeping whatever ſhe ſhould diſcover of it : 
And now ſne obſerv'd, that he had loſt that 
Freedom of his Look, which had been ſo remar- 
kable in him, and ſeem'd to be afraid of encoun- 
tering her Eyes. She likewiſe found, that he 
fhunn'd being alone with her; but that if he 
was, and thought himſelf unobſerv'd, he would 
ſtare at her with greater Eagerneſs than ever he 
had done before; if when his Eyes were fix d 
upon her, ſhe look'd upon him ſuddenly, they 
were immediately caſt down as it were in a Hur- 
ry, or elſe his Head was quite turn'd aſide; 
ometimes when he thought himſelf catch'd at 
„he would ſtart back, and often go away in 
Diſorder, and leave her. Theſe Symptoms would 
not let her doubt any longer, but that it was 
herſelf who unknowingly had kindl'd the Fire 
that conſum'd him. a thought Mincio's 
Heart an ineſtimable Prize; yet fo great was 
her Goodneſs, and ſo _ Vanity, 1 1 
* Read 


ſtead of rgoycing at the mighty 
Sorrow Was unſpeakable, to think, th : _ 
Friend of his Value, her Eyes ſhould give © 
deſperate a Wound, which yet her Vertue would 
not ſuffer her to cure. Such an 2 
Counterfeit was Mincio, and ſo heautifully be 
could repreſent a ſtruggling Paſſion, that tho 
the Villain was calm within, he made the wit- 
ty, clear-ſighted Leonora believe, that nothing 
could exceed the Violence of his Love, unleſs it 
was the Reluctancy his Vertue made to ſuppreſs 
it. Having acted this for a While, and wound 
up Leonora's Soul to the higheſt Pitch of Com- 
paſſion, to ſhew her how ſincere his Endeayours 
were to overcome his Weakneſs, he talks of go- 
ing into the Country, and makes all the neceſ- 
ſary Preparations in order thereunto, but the 
Day before he was to go, he pretends to fall 
ſick, ſends for a Phyſician, his intimate Friend, 
who preſcrib'd enough to make him ſo in Rea- 
lity, if he had taken it; and in three or four 
Days Mincio grows very bad, he ſends for 4+ 
candor up, tells him ſeveral Things concerning 
Monies he had in other People's Hands, deſines 
him to be his Executor, and making his Will, 
leaves all his real Eſtate to his Son, about whoſe 
Education he gives him ſome admirable Inſtru- 
ctions. After that, heing tir'd, he deſires to he 
left alone. Alcandor tells his Wife what had 
paſs'd, and really believes Mincio cannot liye 
ong. Leonora, who, during his Illneſs, refle: 
king on the Gauſe, had been inconſalab Þ 
what her Huſband told her laſt, was ſtruck 1 
ſo much Senſe of Gratitude and Sorrow tage: 
ther, that, not being able to contain herſelf, the 
retir d to her Cloſet; and wholly: eo 
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gat do Grief. Ae 1 
mining Herſelf. ſhe fo TED 
ther criminal or — 
der what Obligations ſhe — to 
ſingere and unaſfected Purity of Tone! Hom 
ſhe wanld then excleim againſt the boy ef _ 
Vextue, for not allowin + buy to xewaxd his un- 
common Paſſian ] A Paſhon ſo bright, and. yet 
ſo xeſpaful, that, regardleſs of What concern d 
himſelf, and — oh all to her, he chaſe ra- 
ther to e in vertugus Silence, than that by o- 
pening his Lips, he ſhould be guilty of the 
Shadow of Offence. Having long enough in- 
dulg'd her Sorroivs, ſhe at laſt campos d hee 
Thoughts, as well as the great Concern fhe felt 
would let her, and p up up into the ſick Man's 
Chamber, {be fet-herfelt down by his Bed-ſide. 
Mincio having ſeen her come in, berken'dto bis 
Man, who wartheonly Nurſehe would admit of, 
togo out. ng very tenderly enquir d 
after his Health, ind fog herfelf alone with 
him, gently began to — his Wonnd; telling 
him, ſhe was ſure there was ſomething that op- 
reſs'd his Spirits, and fear'd he did himſelf 
an with too anxiouſly keeping a Secret that 
diſturb'd him. Be not, ſaid ſhe, too ſerupulous in 
truſting your Friends, but candidly unboſom your ſelf, 
that i they can lend no Aſtſtance, they yet may have 
the action of ſheping, their Pity. Think nut, 
unfeign'd Friend, that I Jay this, mov'd by an im- 


be a 
Fg; 
or the 


pertinent Curioſity, to dine into the Receſſes of your - 


Thoughts ; but believe me, Mincio, that in my Soul 
T feel à nearer Regard, and am poſſeſs'd with a more 
follicitous Care for your Welfare, than perhaps you 
imagine I am capable of. Having thus affectio- 
er Pe 4 herſelf with a low eien 

Cute one, 


„ 
Voice, and the Sweetneſs of a bl 
the left off, ſeeming to expect an Anſwer, 
the infernal Hypocrite made in this Manner: 


1 ng Angel, 
which 


By what myſterious Power you have reveal'd a Secret 
which I thought I bid with ſuch uncommon Care, I 
com, but find your Wit is ftill more piercing than 
es, Leonora, I love, and I love you, 
. love Tdi? Beware of pittying me, 
for fear you might inſenſibly be drawn into ” Crime, 
ANT ae e 775 
ferings ; for am guilty, yet in t erg 
my Paſton, I never wi 2 705 and I ſo much 
* the Beauties 


l that bad Tot « then Sad Doe, 14 


before you ſhould g ſpent 
ie Feaking g ſo m n — would 
not ſuffer him to ſay more, or at leaſt this was 


the Conſtruction Leonora put upon his Silence, 
and his panting for Breath ---. Now, Antonia, 
tell me where you can blame Leonora yet ? Con- 


ſult your Pillow upon it, and to Morrow you 
fhall know all. 


